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The National Participation Team for Comhairle na nOg organised and ran
three Comhairle Members' Networking Events on 28th, 29th and 30th June
2022. The events took place in Sligo, Limerick and Dublin respectively and
were attended by a total of 112 participants from each of the 31 Comhairli na
nOg around the country.

The purpose of the Networking Events is to give Comhairle members the
opportunity to come together to share information and good practice, and to
look in an informal way at the challenges that they face and overcome. .
Throughout the day there were ice-breaker games to help everyone get to
know each other and to have some fun as well.

For the first time since 2020, we were able to hold these events in person,
bringing young people together from all Comhairli around the country. The
three venues were Glasshouse Hotel, Sligo, Absolute Hotel in Limerick and the
offices of Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
in Dublin

The purpose of this report

This report documents all of the engagements with Comhairle members over
the three days and gives a run down of the schedule

The report will be circulated to all participants and made available to all
stakeholders on the Comhairle na nOg website
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Schedule




Venues & Photos

Sligo, Glasshouse Hotel: Tuesday 28th June
e Combhairli participating in this venue:
Donegal, Galway County, Galway City, Leitrim, Longford, Mayo,
Roscommon and Sligo
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Venues & Photos

Limerick, Absolute Hotel, Limerick, Wed 29th June
e Comhairli participating in this venue:
Clare, Cork City, Cork County, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford
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Venues & Photos

Dublin, DCEDIY Buildings, 30th June
e Comhairli participating in this venue:
Carlow, Cavan, Dublin City, Dun Laoghaire /Rathdown, Fingal, Kildare,
Kilkenny, Laois, Louth, Meath, Monaghan, Offaly, South Dublin,
Westmeath, Wexford and Wicklow
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Networking Carousel

lce-Breakers: Getting to know each other

Comhairle members formed two concentric circles, facing each other, and moving in a
circular direction had the opportunity to ask the person opposite a series of questions
(below) to find out more about them

What's your favourite food?

Three things you'd bring to a desert island?

What's your favourite movie /tv show?

One thing that puts a smile on your face?
Greatest annoyance in life?
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Discovering our Comhairle

Working with their own Comhairle members in small discussion
groups

e What we love about our Comhairle

The strengths of our Comhairle

Things we'd like to improve about our Comhairle

The one thing we'd like help with today

What do we do at our meetings (including when and how we meet)

Highlights of the year so far

LRI
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The strengths of our Comhairle

An overview across the 3 events

What we love about our Comhairle
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Things we'd like to improve about our Comhairle

The one thing we'd like help with today
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What do we do at our meetings (including when and how we meet)

Highlights of the year so far
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Discovering our Comhairle
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What are the main youth issues you are working on in your Comhairle?
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Shared learning/peer support
activity

Each group nominates 1to 2 people to stay in their group
This person presents the worksheet to the visiting Comhairle
(Option to swap the nominated people throughout this exercise)
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Creative Ireland Consultation

Creative Ireland are the in process of developing a new Creative
Youth Plan 2023-2027. They wanted to hear from young people on
the following:
e What things should be included in the Creative Youth Plan?
e What are the best things about creative opportunities for young
people?
e What needs to change or be improved to help young people be
more creative?

We asked young people two questions

1) What are the things that help young people to be creative in
Ireland?

2) What should be improved for young people to help them to be
more creative in Ireland?

Young people were separated into groups and responded to the
questions on Mentimeter. Finally the group had a discussion on the

responses and provided more qualitative feedback.

The following pages cover a selection of your feedback to the
facilitation team on the day.
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Creative Ireland Consultation

What are the things that help young people to be
creative in Ireland?
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Creative Ireland Consultation

What should be improved for young people to help them to
be more creative in Ireland?
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Creative Ireland Consultation

Additional Comments by Young People

‘Rather than all of the homework and school work being written,
they could make it more visual, and creative (theatre, singing,
dance, drama could all be part of normal subjects like Science or
English).’
‘School subjects are gendered and conform to old
fashioned gender stereotypes.’

‘There is a stigma that Art and Music are not

academic, so they don't get as much attention in
schools.’

‘In school there's great opportunity to be creative in
Transition Year, but that can be expensive for young
people and their families (it can be prohibitive).’

‘Stop schools from limiting young people’s self-expression
e.g. piercings, hair colour etc. Schools need to be more
progressive.’

‘Some schools say they are LGBTQIA+ friendly, but they

are not in practice.’
‘Some activities like GAA are only available for one gender.
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Evaluations

What participants liked about the Events
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Evaluations

What participants would change about the Events
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