Dáil na nÓg 2019
Leinster House, 23.11.2019

Delegate Guide to the event:

This Guide will give you all the information you need to know about Dáil na nÓg 2019
such as what will happen on the day, what the theme for this year is, and what happens
afterwards.
It promises to be a fantastic event and we look forward to seeing you there.
Inside you will find information on:

Important things to remember!
· No photographs allowed
. No logos or branded clothing permitted
· Everyone’s voice should be heard
· Respect each other
· Listen to everyone
· Encourage other people in your group
· Enjoy the day!
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What is Dáil na nÓg?



How it works & what to expect



Workshop session & topics for discussion



Where the theme came from



Social media & photos



What happens afterwards
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Section 1: How it works
What is Dáil na nÓg?


Dáil na nÓg is the National Youth Parliament of Ireland for 12-17 year olds.



168 young people have been elected to this year’s Dáil na nÓg through their
local Comhairle na nÓg



Dáil na nÓg will take place on Saturday 23rd November in Leinster House.
2019 marks one hundred years of democracy in Ireland—the first sitting of the
Dáil took place in Dublin in January 1919. It is both fitting and significant for this
year’s event to take place in our parliament building.



For the first time young people will get the opportunity to cast their vote in the
Dáil Chamber to set out a climate change agenda for the Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive to lead on over the next two years.



The Opening Ceremony of Dáil na nÓg 2019 will be chaired by the Ceann
Comhairle Seán Ó Fearghaíl. The Ceann Comhairle will be welcomed into the
room by Rebecca Staunton, Mayo Comhairle na nÓg and Jake Bushe, South
Dublin Comhairle na nÓg. Delegates will stand when the Ceann Comhairle
enters the chamber. He will then signal them to sit.



The Closing Ceremony will be chaired by Caoimhe Wall, Louth Comhairle na
nÓg and member of the Dáil na nÓg SteeringCommittee. Dr Katherine
Zappone, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, will formally address the
delegates at the closing ceremony.



Two members of the outgoing Comhairle na nÓg National Executive,
Caoilfhinn Ní Choiligh, Westmeath Comhairle na nÓg, and Rhys Scully, Carlow
Comhairle na nÓg will present on their work over the past two years on the
topic of Equality in Schools. Others will facilitate the workshop session.



Delegates will work in small discussion groups on the theme of Climate Change.
They are tasked with coming up with actions which will form the basis of the
work of the incoming Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2020-21



A tree planting ceremony will take place on the morning of the event at
10am—an idea which came from the young people on the Dáil na nÓg Steering
Committee. The Ceann Comhairle, along with members of the Steering
Committee and all young people who have a speaking role on the day with take
part in the ceremony. An official press photo will be taken at this time.
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Why is my job as a delegate important?
As a Dail na nÓg delegate 2019 you have the opportunity to have
your say, representing other young people in your area, on the
chosen theme for the day. The 168 delegates at Dail na nÓg will have
the opportunity to vote on the key topics within this theme which
will provide a work-plan for the incoming National Executive. As a
delegate you are not only representing yourself but also other young
people from your area.

What will we be
talking about?

The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2019 is…

CLIMATE CHANGE
Earlier this year, Comhairle members were invited to contribute to a nationwide
note on the key issue of importance to young people. Climate Change emerged as
the winning topic with 52.7% of the votes, contributed to by 453 Comhairle
members. The themes were as follows:


CLIMATE CHANGE



MENTAL HEALTH



YOUTH FACILITIES



ACCESS / LACKOF FACILITIES



LGBTI+

Climate Change will form the basis of the work of the incoming National Executive
2020-21 and was the topic under discussion at the three regional events which
took place in September in Sligo, Limerick and Dublin. The aim of these events
was to come up with a series of recommendations for the National Executive to
focus on for the duration of their term. With the help of our Dáil na nÓg Steering
Committee (you can read more about them on page ?) we grouped some of these
sub-topics into one theme giving us a final list of four combined topics. After a
second vote by Comhairle members we have ended up with three key themes for
discussion at this year’s Dáil na nÓg.
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Section 2:
What will happen at the workshop session?
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Topics for discussion:
TRANSPORT: Work with public transport providers about prices, routes, using electric
vehicles. More regular buses to rural areas.
SINGLE-USE PLASTICS: Ban on single use plastics in all schools. Plastic tax / school
ethos not to use plastic bottles
AWARENESS: Using National Executive members, volunteers and celebrities to come
together to make an ad on how to improve lifestyle around climate change. To
encourage the government to educate the country on the state of climate change and
what we can personally do to help. Encourage the government to follow EU
regulations. Push government to provide sustainable energy.

Layout of Workshop:
Input from Climate Change Experts on 3 topics:
•

Further information on the topics

•

Examples of actions in Ireland

•

Examples of actions internationally

World Café on the three topics:
Everyone will get to discuss all three topics outlined above. In your workshop room you
will be divided into three groups. The world café session will be facilitated by members of
the Comhairle na n Óg National Executive. Each group will start off with a topic and be
asked to share ideas on how the National Executive can make progress on this topic.
The main question is:
What actions could the National Executive do to make progress on this topic?
You will be asked to move to topic two and then to topic three and add your opinions to
the discussion under each topic.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE EXPERTS:
•

Elaine Nevin - National Director - ECO-UNESCO

•

Alan Dunney - Climate Action Regional Office Co-ordinator - Kildare
County Council

•

David Dodd - Climate Action Regional Office Co-ordinator - Dublin City
Council

•

David Mellett - Climate Action Regional Office Co-ordinator - Mayo County
Council

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE INFORMATION FROM THE WORKSHOPS?


A report writer will be present on the day who will be responsible for
writing up the findings from the workshop discussions. She will also include
all of the ideas which came out of the three regional events in the final
report.



This report will be available to members of the incoming Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive in early 2020 and will form the basis of their work.



The report will be available on the Comhairle na nÓg website and will be
circulated to all delegates upon completion.
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Two votes will take place during the day: one in the workshop rooms and one final
vote at the closing ceremony. In the workshop rooms, delegates will be asked to
vote by private ballot on the three topics which they have been discussing. The two
topics to receive the most votes will go forward to the final vote at the closing
ceremony.
The final vote will operate in the traditional voting style in the lobbies where the
count will be taken manually. This form of voting was used in this house until 2002.
HOW THIS WILL WORK:
You will vote on your TOP 1 topic. Delegates will walk through the division lobbies
to establish the top priority for change for the incoming Comhairle na nÓg National
Executive to focus their work on.

Delegates will proceed up the central aisle. Those in favour of Topic A will go right at
the top of the stairs. Those in favour of Topic B will go left at the top of the stairs.
Delegates should pass through each lobby and return to their seats by the side
aisles.
The votes will be counted manually on the day by the two tellers
Jakub Kostanski, Galway City Comhairle na nÓg
Rachel Brennan, South Dublin Comhairle na nÓg
The results of the vote will be announced by the chair at the closing ceremony.
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Section 3:
Practical considerations
REGISTRATION:
Registration will take place from 9am-10am at Leinster House. You will be issued
with a colour-coded name badge on a lanyard which you must wear and make
visible at all times. Between 12-1pm and 2:10-3:10pm delegates will have the
opportunity to participate in workshop discussions and to take a tour of Leinster
House.
Green wristband Morning workshop and afternoon Leinster House tour
Yellow Wristband Morning Leinster House tour and afternoon workshop
Red Wristband

Member of outgoing Comhairle na nÓg National Executive

There will be four workshop rooms:

Committee Room 1, 2, 3 and 4—the number will be noted on your name badge
BELONGINGS:
There is very limited storage available in Leinster House with a small cloakroom
facility available for coats. Please note that belongings are left at their own risk.
With this in mind, it is important to note that backpacks and large bags will not
be allowed in the chamber so delegates may only bring in a small personal bag.
We would ask you to emphasise to your delegates to keep any belongings to a
minimum on the day. If medical equipment such as inhalers or Epi-pens are
required, they should be carried in a small bag.

PHONES AND PHOTOGRAPHY:
Delegates will be allowed to keep their phones on their person but will not be
allowed to take photos under any circumstances once they enter the front doors
of Leinster House. If this rule is infringed, delegates may be removed from the
event – they are extremely strict about this. There will be an official photographer
on site to take group photos of each Comhairle na nÓg, and a number of photos
from proceedings at the actual event. The group photos will be circulated to you
after the event.
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DRESS CODE:
Delegates are asked to dress appropriately with respect to the house. Please note that
clothing with large branding, very visible logos or slogans are not permitted. This
includes Comhairle na nÓg branded clothing. Please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions about this.
FACILITIES IN LEINSTER HOUSE:
Please note that toilet facilities are extremely limited once you move into the Dáil
chamber. There should be no movement of people / coming and going during the
opening and closing ceremonies, so we ask delegates and all other guests to avail of
toilet facilities at the restaurant area before the start of the event.
CATERING:
A light breakfast will be served to all delegates and accompanying adults on arrival in the
restaurant / self-service area.
Lunch will be served in the same area over two sittings between 12:40 and 14:00 and all
dietary requirements will be catered for, once they have been communicated in advance
to your coordinator. All special dietary requirements will been clearly labelled as to their
contents. The catering will be dividing by wristband colour.
Yellow Wristbands will eat in the Restaurant
Green Wristbands will eat in the Self Service Area

SEATING AND ALLOCATIONS:
No standing is permitted in the Dáil chamber. That includes all staff and young people.
Every young person will be allocated a seat in the Chamber on the day by the ushers ushers will lead you to your seats in small groups and seats will be filled from front to
back. There will be no option to choose your own seats. There will be a small number of
reserved seats in the chamber for those who are speaking. Co-ordinators will not be
allowed in the chamber but will take their places in the public gallery above.
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Section 4:
Dáil na nÓg 2017—the outcome
What happened afterwards?
The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2017 was ‘Equality: in all fairness’. ‘Equality in Schools was
voted on by all 202 delegates as a priority topic to be worked on by the incoming
Comhairle na nÓg National Executive. They commenced their two-year term in
January 2018. And here they are!

They decided to focus on two key actions on this topic:
Individuality and Student Voice

Individuality:
They decided to develop an online campaign calling for individuality in schools
called #TeachMeAsMe. The campaign calls for fair and universal school rules and
asks schools to allow more individuality in student appearance. The National Executive believe that individuality is essential for young people for their
personal and cultural development.
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In conjunction with the campaign they ran a video competition in October looking
for examples of how individuality is empowered in schools. The videos reflected
what individuality means to students and what their schools have done to promote
it. The National Executive filmed an introductory video to kick start the campaign.
You can view it here: https://vimeo.com/364039400
#TeachMeAsMe campaign was launched on Monday 7th October in Temple Bar
Gallery by Minister for Children and Youth Affairs Dr Katherine Zappone. MC for the
launch was Kildare representative Aaron Hackett. Rhiannon Keady from Mayo and
Matthew Colgan from Wexford presented about their work over the past two years
of their term.

Student Voice:
They have also been busy developing an interactive online resource for school
management and teaching staff on how to improve the participation of young people
in decision-making in the school system—Our Voices, Our Schools.
Their toolkit will be officially launched in Collins Barracks on Wed. 4th December.
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Section 5:
Dáil na nÓg 2019 Steering Committee

A Dáil na nÓg steering committee was established in June 2019, made up of
Comhairle members and a coordinator from the following Comhairlí: Clare,
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown and Louth. They have been involved in all aspects
of the planning for the event from the very beginning and were consulted on
for all areas including the workshop discussions, merchandise, promotion and
publications, facilitators and food. The Comhairle members also took part in a
pilot to pin down a workshop methodology for the day.

Clare:

Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown:

Louth:

Coordinator:

Coordinator:

Coordinator: Kevin Moran

Brian McManus / Carol McGlennon

Breda Prunty / Sandra Kelly
Comhairle members:

Comhairle members:

Comhairle members:

Florence Goodayle

Luke Chambers

Sarah-Ellen Thompson

Caoimhe Wall

Sinéad Hogan

Sinéad Whelan

Keisha Molloy
Caroline McEvoy
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Steering Committee roles at Dáil na nÓg
MC at the Closing Ceremony—Caoimhe Wall, Louth Comhairle na nÓg
Speakers at the Closing Ceremony—Luke Chambers, Clare Comhairle na nÓg and
Sinéad Whelan, Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown Comhairle na nÓg

Social media and website info:

A group photo will be taken of each Comhairle upon arrival which will be
circulated to your coordinators after the event. The images will be sent to local
media throughout the day of the event.
comhairlenanog

Comhairle na nÓg

@ComhairleNaNog1

If you would like to share any of the images from the day, the hashtag will be
#dailnanog
All the photos from the day can be viewed on the website after the event:
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog/ and also on social media
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09:00-10am Arrival and registration of delegates
11:00

Opening Ceremony—Oireachtas Chamber
Chaired by the Ceann Comhairle Seán Ó Fearghaíl
The Ceann Comhairle will be introduced by:
Rebecca Staunton, Mayo Comhairle na nÓg
Jake Bushe, South Dublin Comhairle na nÓg
Introduction to Dáil na nÓg
Niall Byrne, Kilkenny Comhairle na nÓg
Report on the work of the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2018-19
Caoilfhinn Ní Choiligh, Westmeath Comhairle na nÓg
Rhys Scully, Carlow Comhairle na nÓg
Speech on Climate Change
Beth Doherty: incoming National Executive representative for Dublin City

12:00

Workshop / Tour

13:00

LUNCH

14: 10

Workshop / Tour

15:20

Voting and Closing Ceremony
Chaired by Caoimhe Wall, Louth Comhairle na nÓg
Inputs on Climate Change and the development of the theme to date
Luke Chambers, Clare Comhairle na nÓg
Sinéad Whelan, Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown Comhairle na nÓg
Closing address
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs Dr Katherine Zappone

16:00

Close of event
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