Comhairle Members
Networking Events 2019

Absolute Hotel, Limerick, 16th April 2019
Glasshouse Hotel, Sligo, 17th April 2019
Woodquay Venue, Dublin, 18th April 2019
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Comhairle Members’ Networking Events 2019:
The Participation Support Team for Comhairle na nÓg organised and ran three Comhairle
Members’ Networking Events around the country over the Easter holidays in 2019. The first was
held in Limerick, followed by one in Sligo and finishing with Dublin. These were attended by a
total of 117 delegates from 30 of the 31 Comhairlí na nÓg around the country.

The purpose of the annual Regional Networking Events is to give Comhairle members an
opportunity to network with other Comhairlí in a very informal way. Comhairle members are
invited to share their ideas and experiences of working on various topics with each other. It
gives them the chance to learn from each other and find out how other Comhairlí do things.
They talk about what they do at Comhairle meetings, about their topics, what the highlights
and challenges of their past year has been, and what new things they would like to learn.
Throughout the day there were ice-breaker games to help everyone get to know each other and
to have some fun as well.

The morning’s agenda kicked off with the Networking session. This gave members the
opportunity to ‘Show and Tell’ their Comhairle story. Throughout the day Comhairle members
were interviewed on camera and shared some of their ideas and experiences—you can take a
look at what they said on the video clips included in this report.
The afternoon session was taken up with discussions on the biggest issues for young people in
Ireland today and voting for the top three which they felt were most important. One of these
issues will be used to form the basis of the work of the incoming Comhairle na nÓg National
Executive 2020-21. You can read more about this on pages 9-10.
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The Networking Session:

‘Show & Tell’ your Comhairle story – each Comhairle had their own designated area or station in
the room. Questions had been circulated in advance to each group to allow members to prepare.
On the day they brought along merchandise, posters, laptops and other multimedia equipment to
show off their work to other Comhairle members.
Examples of questions: Highlights of your Comhairle year, What Comhairle means to you, What
you do at a Comhairle meeting, What topics you are working on and What you’ve learned, among
others. Comhairle groups could display answers to the questions in as creative a way as they liked.
This information was then shared with visiting Comhairle members who were moving around the
room from station to station. At least one Comhairle member stayed behind at the station to talk
with visitors from other Comhairles and each young person got to visit all stations
Here’s Ash from Tipperary Comhairle talking about what Comhairle means to her - click on image
to watch
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‘Comhairle is somewhere we
can be ourselves and have
our voices heard’

‘Comhairle is a place of
acceptance… Anybody
is welcome to join’

What Comhairle means to us
‘People aren’t judged in
Comhairle… People are
so open and accepting
that friendships are
forged almost instantly’

‘A medium to express
ourselves’

‘Ice-breakers’
‘It’s where we get to share
our opinions and have our
voices heard’

What we do at a Comhairle meeting

‘We discuss our topics & how
we can gain publicity as well
as making a difference’

‘Our chairperson leads the
meeting and we discuss what
we need to work on that day’
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‘Our AGM’

‘Trip to the Dáil’

‘Comhairle na nÓg
Showcase’

Highlights of past Comhairle
year
‘Filming our video’

‘Making new friends

‘Our residential’

Here’s Roser from Kerry Comhairle and Rosie from Kildare talking about their favourite parts
of the past Comhairle year and all the good stuff they got up to… click on images to watch

‘Spreading our ideas through the
website, social media, talking to
friends...

‘We speak to politicians and people with
influence in our community’

‘We invite guests who want
to hear our opinions’

How do we get our voices heard?

‘Signposting sessions at secondary
schools in our local areas’

‘I’ve learned a lot about my
community & all the
organisations in my area that are
set up to help young people’...

‘How we can impact the
community’

‘I’ve learned a lot about myself
and accepting others without
judgement’
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What we’ve learned

‘There are a variety of people in
Comhairle and every member is
different. We all learn from
each others’ experiences and
opinions’
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Here’s Salma from Cork City Comhairle
talking about their current topic: a suicide
prevention awareness campaign called
Turning Tides … click on image to watch

Our topics

In 2019, 46 topics are being progressed by the 31 Comhairle na nÓg. The main topics being worked on
across the country are captured on the chart above. Within these topics there are distinct and unique
projects being progressed by each group.

*Other topics: Youth facilities, Climate Change, Transport, Peer pressure, Sports, Promoting county
tourism, Peace building (NI), Connecting with decision makers, Anti-bullying and Attitudes to An
Garda
Mental Health continues to be very topical and is being progressed by six Comhairle na nÓg groups in
2019.
Drugs (& alcohol) is also being progressed by six Comhairle na nÓg groups this year which makes it
one of the most discussed issues this year.
When we look at discrimination, equality and inclusion topics together, there are five Comhairle na
nÓg groups working on these similar topics.
Four groups are working on Relationships and Sexual Health while three groups are progressing
education-related topics and body image topics.
Health and wellbeing, homelessness, road safety, suicide prevention and anti-social behaviour/youth
violence are each being progressed by two Comhairle groups.
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COMHAIRLE PRIMARY TOPICS 2019:

Carlow

Mental Health

Cavan

Promoting county tourism

Clare

Alternative Sports. Discrimination. Mental Health

Cork City

Suicide prevention awareness

Cork County

Education. Relationships & Sexual Health

Donegal

Drugs & Alcohol. Mental Health. Sexual Health

Dublin City

Education

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown

Drugs & Alcohol

Fingal County Council

Healthy Lifestyles. Peer Pressure

Galway City

Homelessness

Galway County

Tackling Climate Change. Challenging Prejudices

Kerry

Youth Facilities

Kildare

Mental Health

Kilkenny

Transport

Laois

Body Image

Leitrim

Education. Anti-social behaviour

Limerick

Homelessness. Cyber-health & well-being

Longford

Health & wellbeing

Louth

Connecting with decision makers. Drugs & Alcohol
Peace Building

Mayo

Inclusion. Community Involvement . Road safety

Meath

Sexual Health. Body Image. Identity

Monaghan

Promoting positive relationships. Drugs & Alcohol
Anti-Bullying

Offaly

Mental Health

Roscommon

Drugs. Equality/Discrimination

Sligo

Attitudes to An Garda

South Dublin

Body Image

Tipperary

Equality

Waterford

Mental Health

Westmeath

Road Safety

Wexford

Suicide prevention

Wicklow

Drugs
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Here are the montage videos from the 3 networking events with inputs from participants in
each region. In summary there was lots of laughter, fun, good chats, exchanges of ideas and of
course plenty of food. Here's a taster of what we were talking about … click on the images
below to watch

LIMERICK, 16th April

SLIGO, 17th April

DUBLIN, 18th April
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Dáil na nÓg 2019 and Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2020-21
Update on Dáil na nÓg:
•

Date: Saturday 23rd November 2019

•

Venue: Houses of the Oireachtas and the Dáil Chamber, Leinster House

•

Theme will be a celebration of 100 years of the Dáil and of democracy in Ireland

The process to narrow down the focus of the work of the incoming National Executive 2020-21
started at the Networking Events.
•

The afternoon session was taken up with discussions on the biggest issues for young
people in Ireland today and voting by private ballot for the top three which they felt were
most important.

•

The top three from each day will be compiled into a list and sent out to the 31 Comhairle
coordinators around the country. In turn they will circulate to their Comhairle members
and ask them to vote on the ones they feel are most important. We hope to get as many
Comhairle members as possible to cast their vote.

•

The topic that receives the most votes overall will be used to form the basis of the work
of the incoming Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2020-21.

•

In September 2019, three regional events will again be held in Limerick, Sligo and Dublin.
At these events, Comhairle members will participate in workshops on the winning topic
and will be tasked with coming up with a series of recommendations for the incoming
National Executive based on this.

•

Delegates of Dáil na nÓg 2019 will then have the opportunity to vote on the final
recommendation which will go on to form the basis of the work of the incoming National
Executive 2020-21
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THE RESULTS ARE IN….
Climate

Change emerged as the most
important issue for young people on each of the
three days. Here are the results from each day:
LIMERICK
1)

Climate Change

2)

Mental Health

3)

Youth Facilities

SLIGO
1)

Climate Change

2)

Access / Lack of Facilities

3)

RSE

DUBLIN
1)

Climate Change

2)

LGBTI+

3)

Mental Health
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Ideas on how we should mark and celebrate Dáil na nÓg 2019
Here’s what the young people said...
‘Bird’s Eye view of 100 people
standing in the shape of 100’

‘Where do you see Ireland in 100
years? Write on post-its on the
wall’

‘Celebrating different cultures’

‘Walking Debates’

‘Quizzes and prizes about Dáil
history – interactive’

‘Reinactment of a historic
event’

‘Speakers of different generations
on democracy’

‘Timeline of key moments’

‘Broadcast on TV and other media’

‘Merchandise: Commemorative
pins, jumpers, hats, bandanas’,
goodie bags…’
‘Games involving the 100 year anniversary’
‘Dress up as the TDs 100 years ago, e.g.
De Valera, Michael Collins …’

‘Drama piece of what’s been done
over past 100 years’

‘Speaker who has lived through
the changes’

‘Guest speakers: invite President Higgins, Minister
Katherine Zappone, TDs, young people etc…’
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GROUP SHOTS 2019:
The gang from the Limerick event
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GROUP SHOTS 2019:
The gang from the Sligo event
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GROUP SHOTS 2019:
The gang from the Dublin event
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What the delegates said about the Networking Events:
Out of the 117 who took part, 116 filled in the evaluation form.


93.1% rated the day as ‘excellent or ‘very good’’



A further 6.9% rated the day as ’good’

‘Do you feel that you got the chance to
share what your Comhairle is working on
with Comhairle members from other
Comhairlí na nÓg?
100% of participants said Yes

‘Did everyone in your group have a
chance to share their opinions?
78.3% said Yes, All of the Time and the
remaining 28.7% said Yes, Some of the
time

‘Do you feel that you learned
something new today that will be
useful for your Comhairle na nÓg?’
94.7% said Yes, and 5.2% said No.
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What the delegates said about the Networking Events:
“Meeting like-minded people’

“Voting on topics for Dáil
na nÓg ”

“Getting to tell other Comhairle's
about our project”

“Voting and learning ”

What was the best thing about the Networking Day?

“Everyone is passionate about what they
did. It's nice to meet people who are vocal
about problems as I am”

“Getting to share my
opinion and sharing info
about our project”

“The energy from everyone ”

Some of the suggestions on what to change about the Networking Days included:
“Longer time”. “Better WiFi”. “More social time/lunch”. “The heating in the room”. “Bigger
room”. “More group work” and “I would have more teamwork and fun games ”.
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A FINAL WORD:
Thank you to all the participants for making these three days so great and for giving the Participation
Team such a good insight into what’s going on with your Comhairle. We particularly want to thank
you for your contributions in the ‘Show and Tell your Comhairle story’ and the Open Space session.
Your energy and enthusiasm was amazing!
A special thank you to all the coordinators for your kind cooperation and support with the
networking days 2019. Click on weblink below for more info and more pics!
https://www.comhairlenanog.ie/who-we-are/what-happens/young-comhairle-members-networking
-events/
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