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1.0 Background
This is the second annual report on the implementation of the actions in the National Strategy
on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making 2015-2020. Guided and
influenced by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights, the strategy is primarily aimed at children and young people
under the age of 18, but also embraces the voice of young people in the transition to
adulthood.
The four priorities of the National Strategy on Children and Young People's Participation in
Decision-Making 2015-2020 are that:
1. Children and young people will have a voice in decisions made in their local
communities.
2. Children and young people will have a voice in decision-making in early education,
schools and the wider formal and non-formal education systems.
3. Children and young people will have a voice in decisions that affect their health and
well-being, including on the health and social services delivered to them.
4. Children and young people will have a voice in the Courts and legal system.
The strategy contains a series of additional objectives, which include:
5. Promoting effective leadership to champion and promote participation of children
and young people.
6. Development of education and training for professionals working with and on behalf
of children and young people.
7. Mainstreaming the participation of children and young people in the development of
policy, legislation and research.
The actions outlined in the strategy aim to address the challenges that exist in children and
young people being enabled to participate appropriately in decision-making.
The commitments outlined in this Action Plan for the National Strategy are aligned with
Government commitments in, and based on the values, principles and vision of, Better
Outcomes, Brighter Futures. All commitments and actions in this strategy are underpinned by
the following key fundamentals:
•
•
•
•

Recognition that children and young people have a right to participate in decisions
that affect their lives;
Ensuring the protection and welfare of children and young people in accordance with
Children First;
Establishing and improving mechanisms to ensure the participation of seldom-heard
and vulnerable children and young people in decision-making;
Collection of data, monitoring and evaluation of children and young people’s
participation initiatives.

The commitments in this Action Plan are the agreed actions for 2016. Additional
commitments have been agreed for 2017, which will be circulated and published next year.
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This Second Action Plan Update presents the progress made by all Government Departments
and Agencies to implement the agreed actions in the Strategy to date.

The first annual report on the implementation on the actions in the National Strategy on
Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making was published in July 2016.

1.1 Defining Participation
Children and young people’s participation in decision-making is defined as ‘the process by
which children and young people have active involvement and real influence in decisionmaking on matters affecting their lives, both directly and indirectly’. This definition is
consistent with Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which
underlies this strategy, and Article 24 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.
According to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (the expert body that monitors
implementation of the UNCRC) and in line with its General Comment on Article 12 of the
UNCRC, the duty to take account of what children say applies in a variety of contexts. For
example, at macro level, children’s views should be taken into account in the development of
national policies and in the design of services. At micro level, children’s views should be taken
into account in the individual decision-making that affects their daily lives. The UN Committee
has highlighted the relevance of children’s involvement in decision-making in schools and
local communities, given that these are the spaces where many important decisions are taken
that directly affect their lives. These are two of the priorities of the present strategy.
The participation of children and young people in decision-making involves taking children
and young people seriously and where possible responding to their suggestions, ideas and
views in an appropriate and timely manner.

1.2 Lundy’s Model of Participation
The present strategy is underpinned by Lundy’s Model of Participation (see Figure 2), which
is grounded in the UNCRC and focused on a rights-based approach to involving children in
decision-making.
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Figure 2: Lundy’s Model of Participation

Figure 3: Lundy’s Voice Model Checklist for Participation
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1.3 Principles of Participation
The present strategy has adopted the principles of the Council of Europe’s 2012
Recommendation on participation in decision-making of children and young people under the
age of 1861 and Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The principles
refer to both the context for participation and the process of participation:
• There is no age limit on the right of the child or young person to express her or his views
freely. All children and young people, including those of pre-school age, school age and those
who have left full-time education, have a right to be heard in all matters affecting them, their
views being given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity.
• The right of children and young people to participate applies without discrimination on any
grounds, such as race, ethnicity, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, disability, birth, sexual orientation or other status.
• Consideration needs to be given to the notion of the evolving capacities of children and
young people. As children and young people acquire more capacities, adults should
encourage them to enjoy, to an increasing degree, their right to influence matters affecting
them.
• Particular efforts should be made to enable participation of children and young people with
fewer opportunities, including those who are vulnerable or affected by discrimination,
including multiple discrimination.
• Parents and carers have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and the development
of the child and, as such, play a fundamental role in affirming and nurturing the child’s right
to participate, from birth onwards.
• In order to be able to participate meaningfully and genuinely, children and young people
should be provided with all relevant information and offered adequate support for selfadvocacy appropriate to their age and circumstances.
• If participation is to be effective, meaningful and sustainable, it needs to be understood as
a process and not a one-off event, and requires ongoing commitment in terms of time and
resources.
• Children and young people who exercise their right to freely express their views must be
protected from harm, including intimidation, reprisals, victimisation and violation of their
right to privacy.
• Children and young people should always be fully informed of the scope of their
participation, including the limitations on their involvement, the expected and actual
outcomes of their participation, and how their views were ultimately considered.
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• In line with the General Comment on Article 12 of the UNCRC, all processes in which children
and young people are heard should be transparent and informative, voluntary, respectful,
relevant to children’s lives, in child-friendly environments, inclusive (non-discriminatory),
supported by training, safe and sensitive to risk, and accountable. Member States should
integrate these requirements into all legislative and other measures for the implementation
of this recommendation.

1.4 Compiling the Second Action Plan Update
Compiling the Second Action Plan Update was a three step process.
1. A template, based on the reporting mechanism developed for Better Outcomes,
Brighter Futures, was created for each individual Department and agency showing a
list of agreed actions for which each had responsibility. The template listed the
partners for each shared commitment and also showed when an action was the
responsibility of all Departments and/or Agencies. The template allowed each
Department/Agency to give details (in a maximum of 50 words) on the progress made
on each agreed action. Respondents were asked to report under the heading which
best described their progress to date:
•
•
•

Yes - If the agreed action has been completed
No - If the agreed action has not been completed
In Progress - If the agreed action has not yet been completed but is
progressing well

2. The information supplied in the templates is displayed in this Update using the original
Action Plan and colour coded ticks. Ticks are colour coded as follows:
•
•
•
•

Green Tick - indicates action completed
Red Tick - indicates action not completed
Amber Tick - indicates action in progress
Black Tick - indicates no update submitted

3. The report can be navigated by clicking on an Action Plan number in the index which
links to the Action Plan. Links in the Action Plan connect to the Appendix of returned
templates.
4. The data presented for this second action plan update and alignment of
responsibilities are based on the structure of government departments before June
2017.
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1.5 Structure of the Report
The Second Action Plan Update Report is divided into the following three sections:
Part 1: Index. Lists the Government Departments and Agencies with their corresponding
agreed Actions in the Strategy. The Index may be used to navigate the report by clicking on
an individual action to view the action’s current progress status in the Action Plan Update
Table.
Part 2: Progress Summary. Outlines the progress made by each government department
and/or agency to progress the 2017 actions in the Strategy.
Part 3: Action Plan Update Table. This Table presents the 94 agreed Actions for 2017 and the
Department/Agency with responsibilities for them. A series of colour coded ticks indicates
the progress made to date. Further details on the status of each action may be found by
clicking on the colour coded ticks which will direct you to the update provided by each
responsible department/agency.
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2.0 Index of Government Departments and Agencies with agreed Actions in the
Strategy
The Index may be used to navigate the report by clicking on an individual action to view the
action’s current progress status in the Action Plan Update Table. Clicking on
Department/Agency name will link you to their submitted template.
Department/Agency
Department of
Children and Youth
Affairs (DCYA)

Department of Arts,
Heritage and the
Gaeltacht (DAHG)

Department of
Education and Skills
(DES)

Department of
Justice and Equality
(DJE)

Department of
Health (DoH)

Action Number

Progress
Summary

G14.1,.2,.6,.7,.8,.17,.18,.19,.29,.32,.33,.42,.45
G15.1,.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.7
G16.7
G17.1,.2,.6
G20.1,.2,.4,.5,.6,.7
G21.2,.3,.4,.5,.7,.8,.9,.10
5.13.1,.2
G14.2,.9,.11
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.7
G21.8

2016: 23 Finalised,
16 In Progress.

G14.2,.18,.20,.21,.22,.26,.27,.28,.30
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.10
G16.8
G17.1,.2,.3,.4,.5
G20.6,.7
G21.8
5.13.1

G14.2, .41, .43, .44
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G18.1,.2
G20.7
G21.8
5.13.2
G14.2,.31,.32,.33,.35
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.11
G16.1,.3,.4
G20.2,.7
G21.8

12

2017: 24 Finalised,
7 Not Finalised, 9 In
Progress.
2016: 6 Finalised,
2 Not Commenced,
3 In Progress.
2017: 3 Finalised,
5 Not Commenced,
2 In Progress.
2016: 9 Finalised,
1 Not Commenced,
8 In Progress, 6 No
Response
Submitted.
2017: 14 Finalised,
2 Not Commenced,
3 No Response
Submitted.
2016: 6 Finalised,
3 In Progress, 5 No
Response
Submitted.
2017: 7 Finalised,
5 Not Commenced,
2 In Progress.
2016: 7 Finalised,
9 Not Commenced.
2017: 8 Finalised,
8 Not Commenced,
1 In Progress.
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Department of
Transport, Tourism
and Sport (DTTAS)

G14.2,.10,.12,.13,.14,.15,.46,.47,.48
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.7
G21.8

Department of
Housing, Planning,
Community & Local
Government
(DHPCLG)

G14.2
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.2,.3,.5,.7
G21.5
G21.8

Health Information
and Quality
Authority (HIQA)

G14.2,.38,.39
G15.3,.4,.5,.6
G21.8

Health Service
Executive (HSE)

Local Government

The Mental Health
Commission (MHC)

Tusla

An Garda Síochána
(AGS)

.....

2016: 4 Finalised,
9 Not Commenced,
3 In Progress.
2017: 7 Finalised,
7 Not Commenced,
2 In Progress.
2016: 5 Finalised,
6 Not Commenced.

2016: 3 Finalised,
3 Not Commenced,
2 In Progress.

G14.2,.31,.34,.35,.40
G15.3,.4,.5,.6,.11
G16.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G21.8

2017: 4 Finalised,
4 Not Commenced.
2016: 4 Finalised,
2 Not Commenced,
6 In Progress, 4 No
Response
Submitted.
2017: 7 Finalised,
2 In Progress,
6 No Response
Submitted.
2016: 8 Finalised,
7 Not Commenced.

G14.2,.3,.4,.5,.7,.8
G15.3,.4,.5,.6,.9
G20.2,.4,.5,.7
G21.8

2017: 12 Finalised,
3 Not Commenced,
1 In Progress.
2016: 3 Finalised,
5 Not Commenced.

G14.2,.37
G15.3,.4,.5,.6
G21.6,.8

G14.2,.6,.23,.24,.25,.36
G15.3,.4,.5,.6,.8
G16.10
G18.2
G19.1
G21.8
G14.2
G15.3,.4,.5,.6
13

2017: 1 Finalised,
5 Not Commenced,
2 In Progress.
2016: 7 Finalised,
3 Not Commenced,
6 In Progress.
2017: 7 Finalised,
3 Not Commenced,
5 In Progress.
2016: 1 Finalised,
2 Not Commenced,
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5 No Response
Submitted.

G21.8
5.13.1,.2

2017: 1 Finalised, 7
No Response
Submitted.
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3.0 Progress Summary
The following section provides details of the status of the 2017 Actions in the National
Strategy. The progress made by each Department/Agency is diagrammatically represented
with Action’s identified as being either “Finalised”, “Not Commenced” or “In Progress”. A
“featured example”, drawn from the update templates submitted, illustrates how
Departments and Agencies have implemented Actions.

3.1 Government Department/Agency - Current Action Status
Graph 1: Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA)

DCYA Commitment Status
Number of Actions [40]
30

25

24

20
Finalised
Not Commenced

15

In Progress
No Response Submitted

9

10
7
5

0

0
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Graph 2: Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
(DAHRRGA)

DAHRRGA Commitment Status
Number of Actions [10]
6
5
5

4
Finalised
3

Not Commenced

3

In Progress
No Response Submitted

2
2

1
0
0

Graph 3: Department of Education and Skills (DES)

DES Commitment Status
Number of Actions [19]
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Finalised
Not Commenced

8
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2

2
0
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Graph 4: Department of Justice and Equality (DJE)

DJE Commitment Status
Number of Actions [14]
8
7
7
6
5
5

Finalised
Not Commenced

4

In Progress
No Response Submitted

3
2
2
1
0
0

Graph 5: Department of Health (DoH)

DoH Commitment Status
Number of Actions [17]
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8

8

8
7
6
Finalised
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Not Commenced
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No Response Submitted

3

2
1
1
0
0
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Graph 6: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS)

DTTAS Commitment Status
Number of Actions [16]
8
7

7

7
6
5

Finalised
Not Commenced

4

In Progress
No Response Submitted

3
2
2
1
0
0

Graph 7: Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government
(DHPCLG)*

DHPCLG Commitment Status
Number of Actions [13]
8
7
7

6
5

Finalised
Not Commenced

4
3

In Progress

3

No Response Submitted

3
2
1
0
0
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Graph 8: Health, Information and Quality Authority (HIQA)

HIQA Commitment Status
Number of Actions [8]
4.5
4

4

4
3.5
3

Finalised

2.5

Not Commenced
In Progress

2

No Response Submitted

1.5

1
0.5
0

0

0

Graph 9: Health Service Executive (HSE)

HSE Commitment Status
Number of Actions [16]
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7
7
6
6
5

Finalised
Not Commenced

4

In Progress

3

No Response Submitted

3
2
1
0
0
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Graph 10: Local Government

Local Government Commitment Status
Number of Actions [16]
14
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12
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Finalised
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Not Commenced
In Progress
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No Response Submitted
4

3

2

1
0

0

Graph 11: Mental Health Commission (MHC)

MHC Commitment Status
Number of Actions [8]
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2
1
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0
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Graph 12: Tusla

TUSLA Commitment Status
Number of Actions [15]
14

13
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Finalised
8

Not Commenced
In Progress
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No Response Submitted
4
2
2
0

0

0

Graph 13: An Garda Síochána (AGS)

AGS Commitment Status
Number of Actions [8]
9
8
8
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Finalised
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Not Commenced
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In Progress
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0

0

0

0
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The progress of commitments in the Second Annual Report shows a positive picture of how
the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making 20152020 continues to be implemented. All government departments and agencies are actively
progressing 77 of the 94 agreed actions for 2017. Government Departments and Agencies
have made a strong start with 82% of the agreed actions reaching completion or in progress.
The actions not yet commenced will be included in the 2018 Action Plan to be circulated next
year. The 2018 Action Plan will contain both the actions not yet commenced for 2017 as well
as a series of new actions to be reported on in 2018.

3.2 Focus on Cross Government/Agency Progress
The majority of actions in this Strategy are being implemented by a lead government
department/agency. There are also a number of actions which are the responsibility of all
departments and most agencies. The eight cross-cutting Actions for 2017 are G14.2, G15.2,
G15.3, G15.4, G15.5, G15.6, G20.6 and G20.7. The text of each of these actions is outlined
below with a column chart to depict the actions current status. The status of each of these
actions provides the best indication of cross-government/agency co-ordination.

Current status of Eight Cross-Government/Agency Actions
G14.2

G15.2
13 Departments/Agencies

15

13

7 Departments/Agencies

Finalised

8

Not
Commenced
In Progress

6

Finalised
6

10
5

4
2

0

0

Not
Commenced
In Progress

0

2

No Response
Submitted

1
0

0

14.2 Government departments and
agencies will consult with children and
young people appropriately in the
development of policy, legislation,
research and services, with the support
of the DCYA.

0

No Response
Submitted

G15.2 All Statements of Strategy
published in 2016 will include
participation of children and young
people’s as an objective and an action.
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G15.3

G15.4
13 Departments/Agencies

5

4

4

4

4

2

13 Departments/Agencies

Finalised

1

Finalised

8
6
6

Not
Commenced
In Progress

3

5

4
2
2

1

0

G15.3 Building on existing mechanisms,
incremental progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly funded
programmes and schemes that are
relevant to children and young people,
requiring consultation with children and
young people.

G15.4 Government departments and
agencies that provide services for
children and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly feedback and
complaints mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children and
Young People’s Participation Hub.

G15.5

G15.6
13 Departments/Agencies

4

2
1
0

13 Departments/Agencies

Finalised

4

4
3

3
2

5

0

4

Finalised

4

4

Not
Commenced
In Progress

3
2
1

No Response
Submitted

0

G15.5 Data collection, evaluation and
12 Departments/Agencies
monitoring of children and young
Finalised will be
8 people’s7participation initiatives
6 conducted to ensure robust
Notfindings and
outcomes
that
influence
Commenced the
4
3
3
In Progress
development of policies and
services.
2

Not
Commenced
In Progress
No Response
Submitted

0

No Response
Submitted

0

5

.....

3
2

Not
Commenced
In Progress
No Response
Submitted

G15.6 Government departments and
agencies will ensure the involvement of
children and young people in reporting
on international instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being, including the
Universal Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
World Health Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of Europe
reviews and strategies.

No Response
Submitted
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G20.7

G21.8
8 Departments/Agencies

6

13 Departments/Agencies
10

Finalised
4

4
2

2

2
0
0

.....

Not
Commenced
In Progress

Finalised

8

5

3
1

No Response
Submitted

0

Not
Commenced
In Progress

1
No Response
Submitted

G21.8 Through the Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub, the DCYA [in
collaboration with other government
departments and agencies] will form
partnerships with third-level and adult
education institutions to oversee
development of education and training
on children’s right to participation in
decision-making for professionals who
work with and on behalf of children and
young people.

G20.7 Participation by young people up
to 25 in the EU Structured Dialogue
process will be facilitated in 2016.
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4.0 Action Plan Update 2015 – 2016

Tusla

MHC

LGMA

HIQA

HSE

DTTAS

DoH

DJE

DHPCLG

DES

DAHRRGA

AGS

Lead &
Partners
(Bold
indicates
lead
Government
Department
or Agency).

Commitment Achieved by Other Departments/Agencies
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber
tick indicates “in progress” and black tick indicates “No
Response”).

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.
G14.1 Establish
Children’s
Participation Hub.
G14.2 Government
Departments and
agencies will
consult with
children and young
people
appropriately in
the development
of policy,
legislation,
research and
services, with the
support of the
DCYA.
G14.3 Children and
Young People’s
Services
Committees and
Comhairle na nÓg
will be consulted in
the planning
process for Local,
Economic and
Community Plans
for 2016.


DCYA

            

All
Depts.
&
Agencies



Local
Government
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G14.4 Children and
Young People will
be consulted as
part of
regeneration plans.
Information will be
disseminated to
children and young
people.
G14.5 All bodies
responsible for the
delivery of Local
Area Plans (LAPs)
will be required to
ensure the direct
participation of
local children and
young people in
the aspects of the
LAP relevant to
their lives.
G14.6 Mechanisms
to ensure the
active participation
of children and
young people in
the planning ,
development,
delivery and
evaluation of
services delivered
in 2016 in use.
G14.7 The
participation of
children in the
development of

Tusla

MHC

LGMA

HIQA

HSE

DTTAS

DoH

DJE

DHPCLG

DES

DAHRRGA

Commitment Achieved by Other Departments/Agencies
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber
tick indicates “in progress” and black tick indicates “No
Response”).

AGS

Lead &
Partners
(Bold
indicates
lead
Government
Department
or Agency).

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

.....


Local
Government



Local
Government





DCYA
&
Tusla

DCYA
&
Local
Government
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play spaces and
play facilities will
be included in local
authority play
policies.
G14.8 Pre-school
children, primary
and post-primary
students, will ,
through guided
visits to libraries
and participation in
children-centred
library events, and
the provision of
information, be
made aware of
library services and
develop leisure
reading and
cultural
appreciation.
G14.9
Consideration will
be given to the
establishment of
children’s forums
/focus groups.
G14.10 “A forum
will be established
to enable children
to participate in
decisions that may
impact on their
participation in





DCYA
&
Local
Government


DAHRRGA



DTTAS
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Tusla

MHC

LGMA

HIQA

HSE

DTTAS

DoH

DJE

DHPCLG

DES

DAHRRGA
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sport. This forum
will explore existing
models, such as the
participation
structures being
established in the
GAA, to be used or
adapted by other
national governing
bodies of sport to
facilitate the
involvement of
children and young
people in decisionmaking”.
Build on progress
made in 2016.
G14.11 Children
and young people
will be consulted
about Gaeltacht
programmes,
regulations,
summer camp
schemes, colleges
and language
support schemes.
G14.12 The views
expressed by
children and young
people on the
services provided
to them under the
Smarter Travel and
Bike Week
programmes are
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monitored and
recorded, and used
to inform policy on
these services in
2016.
G14.13 The
inclusion of
children and young
people in the
consultation
process for the
next Green Schools
Programme will be
incorporated as a
qualifying criterion.
G14.14 Children
and youth groups
will be consulted
during public
consultation
phases when
reviewing the
National Cycling
Policy Framework.
G14.15 Children
and young people
involved water
safety programmes
developed in 2016.
G14.17 Reporting
on the
implementation of
the National Early
Years Strategy
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(2014) includes the
participation of
children in decision
making.
G14.18 Nongovernmental
organisations will
continue to
support the
implementation of
the Síolta Quality
Assurance
Programme, which
includes a Standard
(Standard 4) on
consultation and
on including the
voice of the child in
issues relating to
their daily
experiences in
Early Years
settings.
G14.19 The
participation of
young people in
decision making
included in the
reporting of the
implementation of
the National Youth
Strategy.
G14.20 Young
people will
continue to be
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consulted on
curriculum
reforms.
G14.21 The Views
of young people on
internet safety are
gathered through
the Webwise Youth
Advisory Panel.
G14.22 The
National
Educational
Psychological
Service will
continue to ensure
that the voice of
the child is central
to service and
supports provided
to schools and
children.
G14.23 Audit
current practices
for hearing the
voice of the child
within the
statutory Tusla
Educational
Welfare Services,
the School
Completion
Programme, the
Home–School
Community Liaison
Scheme and Home
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Education.
G14.24 Implement
the strategies
devised in 2015 to
hear the voice of
seldom-heard
children in the
education system
in relation to their
attendance,
participation and
retention issues.
G14.25 Ensure that
the voice of the
child is a core part
of the services and
supports provided
to schools and
children by
monitoring and
evaluating
Educational
Welfare Services
and through the
implementation of
Tusla’s ‘One Child,
One Team, One
Plan’ intervention
model.
G14.26
Mechanisms for
consulting students
on matters
relevant to them in
relation to teacher
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education and
other matters
identified and in
use in 2016.
G14.27 Through its
consultative forum
and other
consultative
processes, the
National Council
for Special
Education will
continue to consult
with children and
young people
and/or their
representative
groups.
G14.28 Traveller
representative
groups will be
required to include
the voices of
children and young
people in their
engagement with
the Department of
Education and
Skills.
G14.29 Quality
Standards
Framework for
staff-led youth
projects and
Quality Standards
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for Volunteer-led
Youth Groups
implemented in
2016.
G14.30 The views
of apprentices
represented by the
National
Apprenticeship
Advisory
Committee and
through other
relevant bodies in
2016.
G14.31 The
Healthy Ireland
Council will explore
and use
appropriate means
of engagement
with children and
young people in
order to seek their
views.
G14.32
The
Department
of
Health will commit
to
provide
opportunities for
consultation with
children and young
people to facilitate
their views in areas
of key policy
development, as
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appropriate, and
will collaborate
with the DCYA to
facilitate such
engagement.
G14.33 Young
people consulted
as part of the
development of
the National
Obesity Strategy.
G14.34 Insert
details of how the
work of the
National
Healthcare Charter
for Paediatric
Services is
progressing and
how children have
been included up
to 2016.
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G14.35 Children
and young people
included in the
development and
design of the
National Children’s
Hospital on
appropriate issues
arising in 2016.

HSE
&
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G14.36 National,
regional and areabased structures
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for participation
established for all
children and young
people who are
service users of the
Agency
A young people’s
area on the Tusla
website will
developed
A National
Children’s Charter
developed and
implemented.
G14.37 Information
on the availability
and use of the
toolkit for young
mental health
service users
included in the
Annual Report of
the Inspector of
Mental Health
Services.
G14.38 A Children’s
Forum is
established and in
use to inform HIQA
on children’s views
of how it carries
out its work in
2016 and to
identify the issues
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that matter most
to them.
G14.39 The
Authority will
continue to report
on the compliance
of centres and
foster care services
to ascertain what
improvements
have been made in
such services to
facilitate children
to participate in
the decisions made
about them in
2016.
G14.40 Framework
established and
used in one area of
disability services
in 2016.
G14.41 All relevant
Justice
stakeholders will
consult with young
people regarding
justice policies and
issues that affect
their lives.
G14.42 The DCYA
will bring forward
proposals to
significantly reform
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the provisions in
the Child Care Act
1991 relating to
Guardians ad litem.
G14.43 Finalise
work on
implementation of
the regulatory
system.
G14.44 Improved
mechanisms for
hearing the voice
of children will be
used in reviews of
Legal Aid Board
services
undertaken in
2016.
G14.45 Children
will be consulted as
part of the
development of
the national
outcome indicators
and the national
wellbeing indicator
set.
G14.46
Submissions sought
from Comhairle na
nÓg for the next
Statement of
Strategy for the
Department of
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Transport, Tourism
and Sport in 2016.
G14.47 Young
people will be
involved in
discussion about
changes to public
transport fares,
including LEAP card
fares and urban
fares.
G14.48
Opportunities will
be sought to
include children in
the consultation
phase when
reviewing
child/scholar public
transport fares and
other changes in
fares for young
people.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G15 Develop and implement a National Strategy on Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decision-making to strengthen efforts to ensure children and young
people are supported to express their views in all matters affecting them and to have
those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15.1 Establish
Children’s
Participation Hub.
G15.2 All
Statements of
Strategy published
in 2016 will include
participation of
children and young
people’s as an
objective and an
action.
G15.3 Building on
existing
mechanisms,
incremental
progress will be
made on funding
criteria for publicly
funded
programmes and
schemes that are
relevant to children
and young people,
requiring
consultation with
children and young
people.


DCYA
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G15.4 Government
departments and
agencies that
provide services for
children and young
people will develop
child- and youthfriendly feedback
and complaints
mechanisms, with
the assistance of
the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.
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G15.5 Data
collection,
evaluation and
monitoring of
children and young
people’s
participation
initiatives will be
conducted to
ensure robust
findings and
outcomes that
influence the
development of
policies and
services.

All
Depts.
&
Agencies

G15.6 Government
departments and
agencies will
ensure the
involvement of
children and young

All
Depts.
&
Agencies
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people in reporting
on international
instruments
relevant to their
lives and wellbeing, including the
Universal Periodic
Review, the UN
Convention on the
Rights of the Child,
World Health
Organization
reviews and
strategies, and
Council of Europe
reviews and
strategies.
G15.7 CNN
National Executive
are formally
engaged in the
implementation
structure of the
NPF.
G15.8 Enhanced
national capacity to
drive
improvements
across Tusla and
partner agencies.


DCYA



Tusla
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Children and Young
Peoples
Participation Hub.

44

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

All Tusla job
descriptions will
emphasise the
importance of child
participation.
G15.9 The
concepts of the
National Strategy
on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making
will be
incorporated in the
Local Authority
plans for the
recipients of the
2014-2016 Active
Travel Towns
awards.
G15.10 Principles
and Objectives of
the National
Strategy on
children and young
people’s
participation
incorporated into
SOLAS Strategies
where relevant and
the development
of ETB 5-year
Strategy
Statements
developed in 2015.



Local
Government



DES

45

Tusla

MHC

LGMA

HIQA

HSE

DTTAS

DoH

DJE

DHPCLG

DES

DAHRRGA

Commitment Achieved by Other Departments/Agencies
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber
tick indicates “in progress” and black tick indicates “No
Response”).

AGS

Lead &
Partners
(Bold
indicates
lead
Government
Department
or Agency).

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

.....

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

G15.11 A
framework to
include the voices
of children and
young people in
the design,
implementation
and evaluation of
health and wellbeing services will
be developed,
commencing in
2015, incorporating
the principles and
objectives of the
National Strategy
on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-Making.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G16 Strengthen participation in decision-making for health and well-being at community
level.
G16.1 Young
people will be
involved in the
development and
management of
drug and alcoholfree venues and
programmes for
young people in
2015.
G16.2 Youth
Advisory Panel of
Jigsaw consulted in
relation to
proposed new
changes introduced
to mental health
services for young
people in 2015.
G16.3 Children and
young people will
be consulted by
services seeking to
respond to
parental substance
misuse or
substance misuse
in families as
targeted by the
‘Hidden Harm’
initiative.
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G16.4 Children and
young people will
be included in
consultations with
communities to
inform the
development of
Primary Care
Services.
G16.5 Key
stakeholders
aware of and
following best
practice in
adolescent mental
health advocacy
services in 2016.
G16.6 The Health
Service Executive
(HSE) will involve
children and young
people who have
caring
responsibilities, as
appropriate, as
partners in care
planning and
provision by health
and personal social
service providers
and particularly by
the Primary Care
Teams.
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G16.7
Collaboration with
ABC Initiative and
other stakeholders
on the
development of
appropriate
mechanisms to
involve children
and young people
in local needs
assessment will
commence.
G16.8 ETBs asked
to change their
Terms of Reference
to include CNN as
members.
G16.10
Appropriate
individual
structures and
practice in place,
ensuring that the
views of children
are taken into
consideration in all
assessments, case
conference
reports, court
applications and
care plan meetings
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.....

consulted about
their care.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G17 Create mechanisms to provide children and young people with the opportunity to
be heard in primary and post-primary schools and centres for education through Student
Councils or other age-appropriate mechanisms.
G17.1 DES to
collate data on
number of student
councils in primary
and post schools
through the 2015
Lilfeskills survey









DES
&
DCYA

Review of
effectiveness of
post primary
student councils.
G17.2 Review of
current practices
on student
participation in the
inspection process
commenced.
G17.3 Mechanisms
for consulting
students on
matters relevant to
them in relation to
teacher education
and other matters

DES
&
DCYA


DES
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identified and in
use in 2016.
G17.4 Continue to
demonstrate the
value of the ISSE
and increase
response rates in
future rounds of
the survey.


DES



G17.5 Students’
voices will continue
to be represented
through
mechanisms such
as the National
Forum’s ‘Teaching
Heroes’ awards
scheme, in
partnership with
the Union of
Students in Ireland
(USI).
DES
The outputs of the
data gathered
through the
‘Teaching Heroes’
awards will inform
the design by the
National Forum of
a professional
development
framework for
teachers in higher
education, to be
established in
51
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2015. Student
representation will
continue, through
the USI, on the
boards of the
Higher Education
Authority and the
National Forum, as
well as a range of
committees and at
policy forums.
G17.6 DCYA will
engage proactively
with National
Association of
Principals and
Deputy Principals
to build a stronger
role for student
Councils to
promote the value
of student voice in
schools.



DCYA

52

Tusla

MHC

LGMA

HIQA

HSE

DTTAS

DoH

DJE

DHPCLG

DES

DAHRRGA

Commitment Achieved by Other Departments/Agencies
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber
tick indicates “in progress” and black tick indicates “No
Response”).

AGS

Lead &
Partners
(Bold
indicates
lead
Government
Department
or Agency).

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

.....
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LGMA

HIQA

HSE
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DES

DAHRRGA

Commitment Achieved by Other Departments/Agencies
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber
tick indicates “in progress” and black tick indicates “No
Response”).

AGS

Lead &
Partners
(Bold
indicates
lead
Government
Department
or Agency).

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

.....

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G18 Create mechanisms to provide children with the opportunity to be heard in judicial
proceedings affecting them, including through independent representatives where
appropriate.
G18.1 Children’s
views are sought as
appropriate as part
of family mediation
processes
conducted in 2016.
G18.2 A servicelevel agreement
with Empowering
People in Care
(EPIC) has been
agreed to make
children in
detention aware of
their rights and
their right to make
a complaint. This
will be developed
and implemented
in 2016.


DJE



DJE
&
Tusla
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Commitment Achieved by Other Departments/Agencies
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber
tick indicates “in progress” and black tick indicates “No
Response”).

AGS

Lead &
Partners
(Bold
indicates
lead
Government
Department
or Agency).

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

.....

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G19 Facilitate children and young people in care to have meaningful participation in their
care planning and decision-making.
G19.1 Appropriate
individual
structures and
practice in place,
ensuring that the
views of children
are taken into
consideration in all
assessments, case
conference
reports, court
applications and
care plan meetings



Tusla

Further develop
guidelines on how
children should be
consulted about
their care.
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AGS

Lead &
Partners
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lead
Government
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or Agency).

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

.....

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G20 Ensure the views presented by children and young people in participatory forums
and consultations are taken into account by the formal political and policy-making
process, and that feedback to the young people is always provided in return.
G20.1 Further
develop
relationship
between Comhairle
na nÓg National
Executive and the
political and policy
making process.
G20.2 The role and
capacity of
Comhairle na nÓg
will be enhanced
through the
development and
implementation of
a 5-year Comhairle
na nÓg
Development Plan,
aligned to Local
Government
structures and
policies, and
including children
under the age of 12
and children and
young people who
are seldom heard.
G20.3
The
Department of the
Environment,



DCYA





DCYA,
DHPLCG,
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Community and
Local Government
(DECLG) will
nominate a
Departmental
representative to
become a member
of the Steering
Committee
established to
support the
development and
implementation of
a 5-year Comhairle
na nÓg
Development Plan.
G20.4
Development and
oversight of
application,
evaluation and
award process for
the Comhairle na
nÓg Development
Fund to support
Local Authorities
for 2016.
G20.5 Support and
training to
Comhairle na nÓg
across the country
will be maintained
to ensure the
development of
best practice.
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Government
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G20.6 Dail na nÓg
2015 will be held,
and a new National
Executive will be
elected to
implement its
recommendation.
G20.7 Participation
by young people up
to 25 in the EU
Structured
Dialogue process
will be facilitated in
2016.
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lead Government
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Lead &
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lead
Government
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DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy
Children and
Young on People's
Participation in
Decision-Making
(bold tick indicates
lead Government
department or
agency).

.....

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G21 Establish a Children and Young People’s Participation Hub to support Government
departments and agencies in the implementation of the National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making.
G21.2 The DCYA
Children and Young
People’s
Participation
Support Team will
continue to provide
leadership,
guidance and
support for
children and young
people’s
participation
initiatives across
Government in
2016.
G21.3
Collaboration with
CYPSC ’s and other
stakeholders on
the development
of guidance will
commence.
G21.4
Collaboration with
Barnardos on the
development of
practical toolkits
will commence.
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DCYA
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G21.5 Practical
toolkits will be
developed to
provide guidance
to Local Authorities
on effective
methodologies for
consulting with
children and young
people in planning
and regeneration
projects. The
DECLG will
commence
collaboration with
the DCYA on the
development of
practical toolkits.
G21.6 Training for
the Mental Health
Inspectorate in
meeting with child
service users
developed.
G21.7 A national
awareness
campaign will be
conducted to
promote a culture
of children and
young people’s
right to participate
in decision-making.
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G21.8 Through the
Children and Young
People’s
Participation Hub,
the DCYA [in
collaboration with
other government
departments and
agencies] will form
partnerships with
third-level and
adult education
institutions to
oversee
development of
education and
training on
children’s right to
participation in
decision-making
for professionals
who work with and
on behalf of
children and young
people.
G21.9 A
mechanism will be
developed to
ensure that
initiatives
undertaken by
Children and Young
People’s Services
Committees
(CYPSCs) to involve
children and young
people in decision-
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All
Depts.
&
Agencies
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making will be
implemented.
G21.10 A
mechanism to
share information
and resources
between CYPSCs
and the Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub
will be identified
and developed.
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lead Government
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.....

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
5.13 Work with children and young people to help them contribute to their own
community and safety, ensuring a positive relationship between An Garda Síochána,
children and young people.
5.13.1 Roll out of
the Internet Safety
and Cyber bullying
for Teachers,
Parents and the
Community.
Websites and other
social media that is
youth friendly,
accessible and
contains useful
links and relevant
information for
young people will
be developed
Direct engagement
with young people,
youth
organisations and
educational
institutions
The Joint Policing
committees will
improve their
engagement with
young people’s
organisations such
as CNN in
discussions of local
crime and
community safety
issues.
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5.13.2 JPC will
engage with CNN
and other young
people’s
organisations when
local crime and
community safety
issues are
discussed in 2016.
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1. National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Decision-Making 2015-2020.

Available at
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/playandrec/20150617NatStratonChildrenandY
oungPeoplesParticipationinDecisionMaking2015-2020.pdf

2. The first annual report on the implementation of the actions in the National Strategy

on Children and Young People's Participation in Decision-Making. Available at
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/20170327FirstAnnReportChilYoun
gParticipation2015to2020.PDF

3. Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Available at
http://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/UNCRCEnglish.pdf

4. Article

24 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.
http://fra.europa.eu/en/charterpedia/article/24-rights-child
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APPENDIX
Template 1: Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G14.1 Establish Children’s
Participation Hub.

NO

IN PROGRESS
DCYA is in the
process of
developing the
Children and
Young People’s
Participation
Hub, which will
assist with
supporting
Government
departments
and agencies
with developing
child and youth
friendly
feedback and
complaints
mechanisms.

67

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

Since the publication
of the first National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision making
2015-2020, the DCYA
has consulted with
children and young
people, in
partnership with
other government
departments, in
relation to the
following: The
implementation of
Human Rights in
Ireland (DJE),
The After School
Care system (DCYA),
Healthy living to
inform the National
Obesity Strategy
(DoH), Ireland 2016
(DAHG),
Youth Mental Health
Task Force
68

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
A consultation
on the voice of
the child for the
Children’s
Equality
Commission
within DCYA is
on-going.

The Children’s Equality
Commission has
established panels of
children and young people
who include seldom heard
children.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

Consultations 2016
(DoH),
Children’s Equality
Commission (DCYA)
2016 and
Transgender
Identified
Consultations (DCYA)
2016.
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Policy
Innovation Unit
(Lead)

G14.6 Mechanisms to ensure
the active participation of
children and young people in
the planning, development,
delivery and evaluation of
services delivered in 2016 in
use.

Children and young
people are engaged
in the BOBF
implementation
through the
Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive
and Young Voices
Group.
PIU worked with the
Participation Unit to
develop guidance on
children and young
people’s
participation on local
69

Yes – to the extent that
some of the children and
young people on those
groups fall within the
definition of seldom heard.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

Children and Young
People’s Services
Committees (CYSPC).

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G14.7 The participation of
children in the development of
play spaces and play facilities
will be included in local
authority play policies.

Consultation with
children and young
people has been
included as a key
criterion for play and
recreation initiatives
funded by PPRCU.

LOCAL GOV
(Partner)
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)
LOCAL GOV
(Lead)

G14.8 Pre-school children,
primary and post-primary
students, will, through guided
visits to libraries and
participation in children-centred
library events, and the
provision of information, be
made aware of library services
and develop leisure reading
and cultural appreciation.

Not Currently
Applicable.
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IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Early Years Unit
(Lead)

G14.17 Reporting on the
implementation of the National
Early Years Strategy (2014)
includes the participation of
children in decision making.

A consultation was
held in December
2015 with children
aged 3-5. This
consultation was
designed to inform
preparations for the
National Early Years
Strategy.
With regard to the
request for an
update on 2016
commitments for the
National Strategy on
Children and Young
People's
Participation in
Decision-making,
Early Years can
confirm that the
Action Plan on
School Age
Childcare, which was
published in March
2017, took account

71

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
Young Children aged 3-5
were given the opportunity
to express their views on
issues that affect their lives
directly. Its purpose was to
gain an understanding
about young children’s
likes, dislikes and wishes
about living in Ireland, to
inform policy decisions
concerning early childhood
services and wider
provision for young
children and families.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

the views of
children.
Consultations were
held with children in
primary schools in a
number of counties
in May and June
2016.
The Department has
also established a
Working Group to
develop quality
standards for School
Age Childcare. The
Group will have
regard to the voice
of children and
parents in the
development of
these standards.
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Early Years Unit
(Partner)

G14.18 Non-governmental
organisations will continue to
support the implementation of
the Síolta Quality Assurance

A number of nongovernmental
organisations
continue to support
72

New Síolta resources have
been developed, including
workshops on Síolta
standards which are
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

DES
(Lead)

Programme, which includes a
Standard (Standard 4) on
consultation and on including
the voice of the child in issues
relating to their daily
experiences in Early Years
settings.

implementation of
the Síolta QAP
(Quality Assurance
Programme), which
includes a focus on
Standard 4consultation, which
recommends
consultation with
children on issues
related to their daily
experiences.
The National
Voluntary Childcare
Organisations
(Barnardos, Early
Childhood Ireland
and National
Childhood Network)
and ABC
programmes have
been supporting
implementation of
the formal Síolta
QAP.

73

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
relevant to consultation
with children, such as
rights of the child and
consultation.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
In 2016, the National
Síolta Aistear
Initiative was
established to
provide central
coordination of the
National Quality and
Curriculum
frameworks - Síolta
and Aistear.
A number of
additional Síolta
Aistear Mentors
from CCC’s, NVCO’s
& ABC programmes
have been trained to
support early years
settings to
implement Síolta and
Aistear. This work
includes
introductory,
awareness raising
supports and
tailored mentoring
supports.

74

NO

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Youth Affairs
Unit
(Lead)

Youth Sector
(Partner)

G14.19 The participation of
young people in decision
making included in the
reporting of the
implementation of the National
Youth Strategy.

The purpose of the
consultation was to
ensure that the
development of the
National Youth
Strategy was
informed by the
views of all relevant
stakeholders,
including young
people up to the age
of 24, as well as
experts and
academics. The NYS
is now in place since
2015.

75

NO

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Youth Affairs
Unit
(Lead)

G14.29 Quality Standards
Framework for staff-led youth
projects and Quality Standards
for Volunteer-led Youth Groups
implemented in 2016.

The Quality
Standards
Framework for Staffled Youth Projects
and Quality
Standards for
Volunteer-led Youth
Groups are both
cyclical, therefore
they are achieved
every three years for
NQSF or annually for
the club standards.
The process for
NQSF requires focus
groups and
observations on
practice and young
people are key
stakeholders in the
processes.
Standards for
Volunteer-led youth
groups provide a
mechanism for
young people to
have a voice and an
76

NO

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
influence over their
engagement in youth
club/group
programme and
purpose.
Implementation is
on-going and actively
supported by the
DCYA; Education and
Training Boards and
some national youth
organisations.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)
DoH
(Lead)

G14.32 The Department of
Health will commit to provide
opportunities for consultation
with children and young people
to facilitate their views in areas
of key policy development, as
appropriate, and will
collaborate with the DCYA to
facilitate such engagement.

PPRCU has consulted
with children and
young people, in
partnership with the
Department of
Health, to inform the
development of the
National Obesity
Strategy.

77

NO

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)

G14.33 Young people consulted
as part of the development of
the National Obesity Strategy.

DoH
(Lead)
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Family
Functioning &
Children’s Rights
Policy Unit
(Lead)

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

PPRCU has consulted
with children and
young people, in
partnership with the
Department of
Health, to inform the
development of the
National Obesity
Strategy.

G14.42 The DCYA will bring
forward proposals to
significantly reform the
provisions in the Child Care Act
1991 relating to Guardians ad
litem.

A General
Scheme of the
Child Care
(Amendment)
Bill was
approved by
Government in
January 2017.
The Joint
Oireachtas
Committee on
Children and
Youth Affairs’
examined the
Scheme and its
78

EPIC has provided a
submission and made a
presentation on the Bill to
the Joint Committee on
Children and Youth Affairs
as part of the prelegislative scrutiny process.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

IN PROGRESS
report of May
2017 is now
being
considered. It is
intended to
publish the text
of a Bill later in
2017.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Research Unit
(Lead)

G14.45 Children will be
consulted as part of the
development of the national
outcome indicators and the
national wellbeing indicator set.

Research Unit: A
discrete exercise was
undertaken (Qtr1
2016) to review and
document
consultations
undertaken with
children and young
people by
Participation, Play
and Recreation and
Culture Unit. This
document informed
expert and
stakeholder
consultations in the
production of a set
79

DCYA has not
yet received a
request for
assistance in
relation to this
DES action.

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

IN PROGRESS

of child indicators for
Better Outcomes
Brighter Futures.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G15.1 Establish Children’s
Participation Hub.

DCYA is in the
process of
developing the
Children and
Young People’s
Participation
Hub, which will
establish
advisory panels
of children and
young people
including those
of ‘seldom
heard’ children
to ensure their
views are
expressed in all
matters
affecting them.

80

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 All Statements of
Strategy published in 2016 will
include participation of children
and young people’s as an
objective and an action.

The participation of
children and young
people is included in
Strategic Objective 4
of the DCYA
Statement of
Strategy 2015-2017:
Support the
Department and key
stakeholders in
accessing better
evidence and
facilitating the active
participation of
children and young
people in decisions
that affect their
individual and
collective lives.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,

PPRCU has included
for Play and
Recreation,
consultation with
children and young
people as a criterion
for funding under
81

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

IYJS and
Oberstown
Children
Detention
Campus
currently fund
external

IJYS
Various initiatives are
available to young people
in detention who meet the
relevant criteria of
schemes, some of whom
are from a range of

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

requiring consultation with
children and young people.

the DCYA Capital
Grant Scheme for
Play and Recreation
and made it a
requirement for
funding for National
Play Day and
National Recreation
Week.
Research Unit
Growing Up in
Ireland (GUI) is
committed to
meaningful
engagement with
children and young
people to inform the
development of
survey instruments
for each wave of
data collection.
Consultations take
place for each wave
and there are 3 full
waves of data
collection in GUI
82

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
services such as,
the Youth
Advocacy
Programme, Le
Chéile,
Building
Relationships in
Detention (CES),
and the Bail
Supervision
Scheme,
(Extern). These
programmes
deliver services
and conduct
reviews in direct
consultation
with young
people in
detention.

backgrounds whose voices
are not typically heard in
decisions that affect their
lives.
YAU
This will be included in the
criteria going forward for
new funding.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

Phase 2 (2015-19).
In 2016
consultations took
place with nine year
olds.
YAU
This is being added
to all new funding
schemes as a
criterion.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

IJYS
Within detention,
young people are
assisted in
expressing their
views through:
 External
advocacy
service, provided
by EPIC;
 Oberstown
“Complaints
Policy” - a
Designated
Liaison Person is
83

PPRCU is in the
process of
developing the
Children and
Young People’s
Participation
Hub, which will
assist with
supporting
Government
departments
and agencies
with developing
child and youth
friendly

IJYS
These initiatives are
available to all young
people in detention, some
of whom are from a range
of backgrounds whose
voices are not typically
heard in decisions that
affect their lives.
PIU
Yes – included the views of
children and young people
in an economically
disadvantaged area.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES



in place to
address any
complaints from
children or staff;
Children can
access the Office
of the
Ombudsman for
Children with
any issues.

PIU
Children and Young
People in the North
East Inner City
contributed
significantly to the
development of a
report under the
North East Inner City
Brighter Futures
Initiative.
YAU
In implementing the
NQSF and Club
Quality Standards,
84

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
feedback and
complaints
mechanisms.

YAU
Yes insofar as the NQSF
covers all projects and
national youth
organisations including
those that work specifically
with groups of seldom
heard young people.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

feedback
opportunities for
young people are inbuilt (see above).
The NQSF is
currently under
review.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

All Participation
initiatives
undertaken by
PPRCU involve a
report writer who is
contracted to attend
and write a report of
the consultation
process and the key
decisions taken by
participants, as
reflected in the
voting outcomes at
each consultation.
These reports are
then presented to
the relevant policy
decision makers for
action.
85

IJYS
A student
council was
established,
with the
purpose of
providing a
facility where
young people
can express
their views on
issues that
affect their
education.
It is envisaged
that the student
council will
expand into a
young person’s

IJYS
This initiative is available to
all young people in
detention, some of whom
are from a range of
backgrounds whose voices
are not typically heard in
decisions that affect their
lives.
The council meets twice
each term. The chairperson
(young person) of the
council speaks directly to
the Oberstown Campus
Education Board of
Management.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

YAU
Currently NQSF
provides a space for
this; this will also be
further built into the
youth funding
programme
currently under
reform through the
implementation of
the Value for Money
and Policy Review of
the youth funding
schemes.

council and
represent the
students on
both school and
campus
matters.

YAU
Yes, this will be part of the
criteria for the reform
process.

In 2016, the head of
PPRCU travelled with
two young people to
Sofia, Bulgaria to
attend and
participate in a
preparatory meeting
and high level
Council of Europe
Conference on the
Strategy for the
Rights of the Child.

IJYS
Once the
current ‘student
council’ has
expanded its
remit campus
wide, the
campus council
will address
young people’s
participation in
reporting on

IJYS
This initiative will be
available to all young
people in detention, some
of whom are from a range
of backgrounds whose
voices are not typically
heard in decisions that
affect their lives.

86

YAU

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

DCYA
Policy
Innovation Unit
& Youth Affairs
Unit
(Lead)

and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

YAU
In reporting on the
EU Youth Strategy,
consultation with
young people is built
in to the process.

G15.7 Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive are formally
engaged in the implementation
structure of the NPF.

The Comahirle na
nÓg National
Executive has
engaged with the
BOBF Advisory
Council and Children
and Young People’s
Policy Consortium.
This included a
presentation to
Minister Zappone on
the development of
their survey on the
education system.

87

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
international
instruments,
relevant to their
lives.

Yes, via the Structured
Dialogue process overseen
by NYCI.

Yes – to the extent that
some of the children and
young people on those
groups fall within the
definition of seldom heard.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people.

DCYA
Irish Youth
Justice Service
(Partner with
DES)

AGS
(Lead)

5.13.1 Roll out of the Internet
Safety and Cyber bullying for
Teachers, Parents and the
Community.
Websites and other social
media that is youth friendly,
accessible and contains useful
links and relevant information
for young people will be
developed.
Direct engagement with young
people, youth organisations and
educational institutions
The Joint Policing committees
will improve their engagement
with young people’s
organisations such as CNN in
discussions of local crime and
community safety issue.

NO
Not Currently
Applicable.

88

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people

DCYA
Irish Youth
Justice Service
(Partner with
AGS)

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and
well-being at community
level.

DCYA
Policy
Innovation Unit
(Lead)

5.13.2 The Joint Policing
Committees will engage with
CNN and other young people’s
organisations when local crime
and community safety issues
are discussed in 2016.

Not Currently
Applicable.

DJE
(Lead)
G16.7 Collaboration with ABC
Initiative and other
stakeholders on the
development of appropriate
mechanisms to involve children
and young people in local needs
assessment will commence.

NO

PIU worked with
Participation Unit to
develop guidance on
children and young
people’s
participation on local
Children and Young
People’s Services
Committees (CYPSC).

89

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)

NO

G17.1 The Department of
Education and Skills to collate
data on number of student
councils in primary and post
schools through the 2015
Lilfeskills survey.

DCYA has not
yet received a
request for
assistance in
relation to this
DES action.

G17.2 Review of current
practices on student
participation in the inspection
process commenced.

DCYA has not
yet received a
request for
assistance in
relation to this
DES action.

DES
(Lead)

DES
(Lead)
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IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.

DCYA
Policy
Innovation Unit
& Citizen
Participation,
Play, Recreation
& Culture Unit
(Lead)

G17.6 DCYA will engage
proactively with National
Association of Principals and
Deputy Principals to build a
stronger role for student
Councils to promote the value
of student voice in schools.

G20.1 Further develop
relationship between Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive and
the political and policy making
process.

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
PPRCU
continues to
have successful
engagement
with the
National
Association of
Principals and
Deputy
Principals and to
promote the
value of the
student voice in
schools.

Representatives
from Comahirle na
nÓg National
Executive were
involved in the
sectoral dialogue on
how Brexit will affect
children and young
people. A feedback
report was
produced.

91

Yes – to the extent that
some of the children and
young people on those
groups fall within the
definition of seldom heard.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
The Comhairle na
nÓg National
Executive and the
Structured Dialogue
Working Group are
named as the
mechanism for
engagement by
children and young
people in the
implementation
structures for Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Futures (BOBF).
The engagement
between the BOBF
Implementation
Structures and the
Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive
will primarily focus
on supporting the
young people in
making policy
change on the top
issue identified at
Dáil na nÓg. The
92

NO

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

NO

IN PROGRESS

Policy Consortium,
Advisory Council and
Children’s Services
Committee National
Steering Group will
also engage with the
Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive
when they need the
views of young
people.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)
DoH, DHPCLG &
LOCAL GOV
(Partner)

G20.2 The role and capacity of
Comhairle na nÓg will be
enhanced through the
development and
implementation of a 5-year
Comhairle na nÓg Development
Plan, aligned to Local
Government structures and
policies, and including children
under the age of 12 and
children and young people who
are seldom heard.

DCYA has
established a
Steering
Committee to
guide and
inform the
development of
a 5 year
Comhairle na
nÓg
Development
Plan.

93

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)
DHPCLG & LOCAL
GOV
(Partners)

G20.4 Development and
oversight of application,
evaluation and award process
for the Comhairle na nÓg
Development Fund to support
Local Authorities for 2016.

PPRCU continues to
support the
development of
Comharile na nÓg
through the
Comhairle na nÓg
Development Fund.
The statistical data
gathered by Pobol as
part of the CNN
reporting process, is
used to identify
strengths and areas
where improvement
is needed. This data
is published annually
on the DCYA
website.

94

NO

IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G20.5 Support and training to
Comhairle na nÓg across the
country will be maintained to
ensure the development of best
practice.

NO

IN PROGRESS

PPRCU funds three
dedicated
Participation Officers
who provide training
and support to
Comhairlí around the
country.

DHPCLG & LOCAL
GOV
(Partners)
DCYA
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G20.6 Dail na nÓg 2015 will be
held and a new National
Executive will be elected to
implement its recommendation.

The National
Executive is
currently
working on the
theme ‘So, how
was School
today?’ which
was selected at
Dail na nÓg
2015. The
report will be
launched in
2017.

All
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partners)
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.

DCYA
Youth Affairs
Unit
(Lead)
ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

G20.7 Participation by young
people up to 25 in the EU
Structured Dialogue process will
be facilitated in 2016.

The Structured
Dialogue Working
Group provides a
national
participation and
consultation
structure for young
people aged 15-30 to
feed into European
youth policy on
pertinent issues. A
formal mechanism
for engagement of
young people
involved in
Structured Dialogue
with the Policy
Consortium has
progressed. The
Structured Dialogue
Working Group has
linked with the
Children and Young
People’s Policy
Consortium.
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NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS
Yes, via the Structured
Dialogue process overseen
by NYCI.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.2 The DCYA Children and
Young People’s Participation
Support Team will continue to
provide leadership, guidance
and support for children and
young people’s participation
initiatives across Government in
2016.

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.3 Collaboration with
CYPSC’s and other stakeholders
on the development of
guidance will commence.

NO

IN PROGRESS
A number of
consultations
across DCYA are
taking place
which CPPRCU
are facilitating
in order for the
voice of the
child to be
heard.

Guidance on
engaging children
and young people in
decision making in
the work for the
Children and Young
People’s Services
Committees has
been developed by
DCYA.
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and young people? Please
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.4 Collaboration with
Barnardos on the development
of practical toolkits will
commence.

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.5 Practical toolkits will be
developed to provide guidance
to Local Authorities on effective
methodologies for consulting
with children and young people
in planning and regeneration
projects.
The DECLG will commence
collaboration with the DCYA on
the development of practical
toolkits.

DHPCLG
(Partners)

NO

‘A practical guide to
including seldom
heard children and
young people in
decision making’ was
published in June
2015 and is available
in soft and hard
copy.

DCYA has not
yet received a
request for
assistance in
relation to this
DECLG action.
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IN PROGRESS
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seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.7 A national awareness
campaign will be conducted to
promote a culture of children
and young people’s right to
participate in decision-making.

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Citizen
Participation,
Play and
Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.8 Through the Children and
Young People’s Participation
Hub, the DCYA will form
partnerships with third-level
and adult education institutions
to oversee development of
education and training on
children’s right to participation
in decision-making for
professionals who work with
and on behalf of children and
young people.

NO

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

IN PROGRESS

DCYA has not
yet
commenced
work on this
action.

DCYA has commissioned an
audit of education and
training on children’s rights
and children’s and young
people’s participation in
decision-making in all third
level and further education
programmes and
continuing professional
development programmes
in Ireland. The report and
database of all courses,
modules and programmes
identified in the Audit will
inform the partnerships
proposed in this action.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Policy
Innovation Unit
(Lead)

G21.9 A mechanism will be
developed to ensure that
initiatives undertaken by
Children and Young People’s
Services Committees (CYPSCs)
to involve children and young
people in decision-making will
be implemented.

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Policy
Innovation Unit
(Lead)

G21.10 A mechanism to share
information and resources
between CYPSCs and the
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub will be
identified and developed.

NO

IN PROGRESS

PIU worked with the
PPRCU to develop
guidance on children
and young people’s
participation on local
Children and Young
People’s Services
Committees.

Once the HUB is
up and running
it is envisaged
that CYPSC will
play a
prominent role
in feeding
examples of
good practice
on the
participation
initiatives that
they use to the
HUB.
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Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children
and young people? Please
provide details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

.....

Template 2: An Garda Síochána (AGS)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14
Consult
with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G14.2
Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children
and
young
people
appropriately
in
the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support
of the DCYA.

G15
Develop
and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young
People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts
to
ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given
due
weight,
including
those
of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant
to children and young
people,
requiring
consultation with children
and young people.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15
Develop
and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young
People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts
to
ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given
due
weight,
including
those
of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4
Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young people
will develop child- and
youth-friendly
feedback
and
complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children
and
Young
People’s Participation Hub.

G15
Develop
and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young
People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts
to
ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring
of children and young
people’s
participation
initiatives will be conducted
to ensure robust findings
and
outcomes
that
influence the development
of policies and services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

given
due
weight,
including
those
of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

G15
Develop
and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young
People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts
to
ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given
due
weight,
including
those
of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.6
Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the involvement
of children and young
people in reporting on
international instruments
relevant to their lives and
well-being, including the
Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health
Organization
reviews and strategies, and
Council of Europe reviews
and strategies.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support
Government
departments
and
agencies
in
the
implementation of the
National
Policy
on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

5.13 Work with children
and young people to
help them contribute to
their own community
and safety, ensuring a
positive
relationship
between An Garda
Síochána, children and
young people.

An Garda
Síochána (Lead)

DCYA
(Lead)

DCYA & DES
(Partners)

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G21.8 Through the Children
and
Young
People’s
Participation Hub, the DCYA
[in collaboration with other
government departments
and agencies] will form
partnerships with thirdlevel and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education
and training on children’s
right to participation in
decision-making
for
professionals who work
with and on behalf of
children and young people.
5.13.1 Roll out of the
Internet Safety and Cyber
bullying
for
Teachers,
Parents
and
the
Community.
Websites and other social
media that is youth friendly,
accessible and contains
useful links and relevant
information for young
people will be developed
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

direct engagement with
young
people,
youth
organisations
and
educational institutions
The
Joint
Policing
committees will improve
their engagement with
young
people’s
organisations such as CNN
in discussions of local crime
and community safety
issues.
5.13 Work with children
and young people to
help them contribute to
their own community
and safety, ensuring a
positive
relationship
between An Garda
Síochána, children and
young people.

An Garda
Síochána
(Partners with
DCYA)

5.13.2 JPC will engage with
CNN and other young
people’s
organisations
when local crime and
community safety issues
are discussed in 2016.

DJE
(Lead)
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heard* children and young people?
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Template 3: Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (DAHHRGA)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14.2 Government
departments and
agencies will consult with
children and young
people appropriately in
the development of
policy, legislation,
research and services,
with the support of the
DCYA.

No relevant
issues arose
during this
reporting
period.
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Did this
initiative
involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

DAHRRGA
(Lead)

Irish Museum of
Modern Art /
National Gallery
of Ireland
/Chester Beatty
Library/National
Museum of
Ireland/National
Library of Ireland
(Partners)

Commitment for 2016

G14.9 Consideration will
be given to the
establishment of
children’s forums /focus
groups.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

-The National Museum
of Ireland gathered
feedback from children
who participated in
public programmes in
2016. This feedback was
consistently used to
inform and shape the
design and delivery of
programmes and
services for children and
young people.
-The National Gallery
provides participatory
workshops for children
and enable them to
engage with the
collection through
skilled facilitation.
The Gallery has also
programmed a series of
107
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Did this
initiative
involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

5 workshops with the
the Laura Lynn
Children’s Hospice.*
-The Chester Beatty
Library facilitates
monthly workshops in
which designated
coordinators gather
input from participants
(12-17 years). Children
participating in the
monthly Silkworm Club
are also invited to
provide feedback during
a specific focus group.
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Did this
initiative
involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
*These are
multi-layered
workshops
which engage
the service of
users at one
level, their
non-disabled
siblings at
another and
also involve
participation
from parents.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

DAHRRGA
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

G14.11 Children and
young people will be
consulted about
Gaeltacht programmes,
regulations, summer
camp schemes, colleges
and language support
schemes.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Over 400
questionnaires have
been completed by
children and young
people covering a range
of issues such as
education, health
matter, the Irish
language and equality.
Workshops were also
held in Gaeltacht
schools, enabling
students to elaborate
on these and other
issues.
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Did this
initiative
involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.2 All Statements of
Strategy published in
2016 will include
participation of children
and young people’s as an
objective and an action.

The Statement of Strategy
for the Department of
Culture, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht is currently
under review and this
objective will be
considered as part of that
process.
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involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for
publicly funded
programmes and schemes
that are relevant to
children and young
people, requiring
consultation with children
and young people.

The Creative Ireland
Programme, together with
DYCA and Driocht Theatre
are undertaking a
dedicated young people’s
workshop called ‘Your say,
Your Way’ on September
2nd. This event will feature
workshops around
different genres of the arts
as a mechanism to share
thoughts and ideas around
the Arts and the Creative
Ireland Programme in
particular.
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Did this
initiative
involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
An open call to
all eligible (1318) young
people is
currently being
made.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.4 Government
departments and
agencies that provide
services for children and
young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub.

This
Department
does not
provide
direct
services to
children and
young
people.
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Did this
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involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and
monitoring of children
and young people’s
participation initiatives
will be conducted to
ensure robust findings
and outcomes that
influence the
development of policies
and services.

This
Department
has not
developed
specific
policies or
provided
direct
services
aimed at
children and
young
people
during this
reporting
period.
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Did this
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involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldomheard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.6 Government
departments and
agencies will ensure the
involvement of children
and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.

This
Department
does not
report on
international
instruments
relevant to
the lives and
well-being of
children and
young
people.
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Did this
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involve
seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

G21 Establish a
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub to support
Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of the
National Policy on
Children and Young

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Participation by
young people up to 25 in
the EU Structured
Dialogue process will be
facilitated in 2016.

Not
applicable to
this
Department.

G21.8 Through the
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub, the DCYA [in
collaboration with other
government departments
and agencies] will form
partnerships with thirdlevel and adult education
institutions to oversee

Not
applicable to
this
Department.

DCYA
(Lead)

DCYA
(Lead)
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seldom heard*
children and
young people?
Please provide
details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

People’s Participation
in Decision-making.

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

development of
education and training on
children’s right to
participation in decisionmaking for professionals
who work with and on
behalf of children and
young people.
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children and
young people?
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Template 4: Department of Education and Skills (DES)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children
and young people
appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support
of the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Yes.
NCSE consult
with children
and young
people and
their
representatives
as part of
development of
all policy advice.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
DEIS Plan 2017 is the Department
of Education and Skills main policy
initiative to tackle educational
disadvantage and was launched
along with the Review of DEIS in
February 2017. As part of an
extensive consultation process
with all relevant stakeholders, a
detailed questionnaire was issued
to circa 150 post primary students
across a number of schools. This
survey provided an opportunity
for students to detail their
experiences of attending a DEIS
school and their views were taken
on board as part of the Review
process.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G14.18 Non-governmental
Education & Skills organisations will continue
(Lead)
to support the
implementation of the
Síolta Quality Assurance
DCYA, NGOs/
Programme, which
Childcare services includes a Standard
and practitioners (Standard 4) on
consultation and on
including the voice of the
(Partners)
child in issues relating to
their daily experiences in
Early Years settings.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
A number of
nongovernmental
organisations
continue to
support
implementation
of the Síolta
QAP (Quality
Assurance
Programme)
which includes a
focus on
Standard 4consultation
which
recommends
consultation
with children on
issues related to
their daily
experiences.
The National
Voluntary
Childcare
Organisations
(Barnardos,
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
New Síolta resources have been
developed including workshops
on Síolta standards which are
relevant to consultation with
children such as rights of the child
and consultation.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Early Childhood
Ireland and
National
Childhood
Network) and
ABC
programmes
have been
supporting
implementation
of the formal
Síolta QAP. In
2016, the
National Síolta
Aistear Initiative
was established
to provide
central
coordination of
the National
Quality and
Curriculum
frameworksSíolta and
Aistear. A
number of
additional Síolta
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

Aistear Mentors
from CCC’s,
NVCO’s & ABC
programmes
have been
trained to
support early
years settings to
implement
Síolta and
Aistear. This
work includes
introductory,
awareness
raising supports
and tailored
mentoring
supports.
G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
G14.20 Young people will
Education & Skills continue to be consulted
(Lead)
on curriculum reforms.

NCCA gathers
the views of
children and
young people
about
curriculum
review and
specification
120

The NCCA have and will continue
to consult with young people on
curriculum reform in all sectors
and on all subjects.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
development
from early
childhood to
senior cycle
education via
schools and
other settings.
Support
materials
demonstrating
approaches to
including
student voices
are made
available to
schools in this
context. Video
material thus
generated is
made available
online.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
G14.21 The Views of
Education & Skills young people on internet
(Lead)
safety are gathered
through the Webwise
Youth Advisory Panel.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G14.22 The National
Education & Skills Educational Psychological
Service will continue to
(Lead)
ensure that the voice of
the child is central to
service and supports
provided to schools and
children.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
NEPS has
produced
information
leaflets
specifically to
inform children
and young
people with
whom NEPs
psychologist
engage in
individual
consultation
and
assessment.
National FET
Learner Forum
held 2016 and
2017.
Commitment in
FET Strategy
2014-2019 to
this activity for
the lifetime of
the FET
Strategy.
122

NEPS has
convened a
national working
group on the
Voice of the
Child to review
practice, tools
and process for
engaging
children, with
whom
psychologists
have individual
interaction,
actively in that
process.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
G14.26 Mechanisms for
Education & Skills consulting students on
matters relevant to them
(Lead)
in relation to teacher
education and other
matters identified and in
use in 2016.

National FET
Learner Forum
held 2016 and
2017.
Commitment in
FET Strategy
2014-2019 to
this activity for
the lifetime of
the FET
Strategy.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
G14.27 Through its
Education & Skills consultative forum and
other consultative
(Lead)
processes, the National
Council for Special
Education will continue to
consult with children and
young people and/or their
representative groups.

For the
development of
all policy advice
undertaken by
the NCSE, it
involves
consultation
with parents,
parent
representatives
and students
with special
educational
needs.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

Children and young people with
special educational needs.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
G14.28 Traveller
Education & Skills representative groups will
be required to include the
(Lead)
voices of children and
young people in their
engagement with the
Department of Education
and Skills.

The Traveller
and Roma
Inclusion
Strategy was
approved by
Government on
30th May and
was launched
by the Dept. of
Justice and
Equality on the
13th June 2017.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
G14.30 The views of
Education & Skills apprentices represented
by the National
(Lead)
Apprenticeship Advisory
Committee and through
other relevant bodies in
2016.

The voice of
apprentices
continues to be
heard through
union
representation
on the NAAC.
Employee
consultation is
also taking
place via unions
and other
groups as part
of the
124

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

designation of
new
apprenticeships.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 All Statements of
Strategy published in 2016
will include participation
of children and young
people’s as an objective
and an action.

The
Department’s
mission,
articulated in
the SoS, is to
facilitate
learners to
achieve their
full potential.
This includes
children and
young people.
Actions in the
SoS/ Action Plan
for Education
are shaped
around this.
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Goal 2 of the SoS specifically
focusses on improving the
progress of learners at risk of
educational disadvantage or
learners with special educational
needs.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant
to children and young
people, requiring
consultation with children
and young people.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young people
will develop child- and
youth-friendly feedback
and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
National FET
Learner Forum
held 2016 and
2017.
Commitment in
FET Strategy
2014-2019 to
this activity for
the lifetime of
the FET
Strategy.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring
of children and young
people’s participation
initiatives will be
conducted to ensure
robust findings and
outcomes that influence
the development of
policies and services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
NCSE has
provided a
number of
policy advice to
DES on ‘
Supporting
Children and
Young People
with Special
Educational
Needs’; Policy
Advice on
Autism; deaf and
Hard of Hearing;
and Challenging
Behaviour
resulting from
Severe
Emotional
Behavioural
Disorder.
Currently
undertaking a
Comprehensive
review of the
SNA Scheme.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
Children and young people with
special educational needs.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the
involvement of children
and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Government
departments
and agencies
will ensure the
involvement of
children and
young people in
reporting on
international
instruments
relevant to their
lives and wellbeing, including
the Universal
Periodic
Review, the UN
Convention on
the Rights of
the Child, World
Health
Organization
reviews and
strategies, and
Council of
Europe reviews
and strategies.

129

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
We report to several of these
organisations on access to third
level, but we don’t
involve/consult with children and
young people.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due
weight, including those
of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G15.10 Principles and
Education & Skills Objectives of the National
Strategy on children and
(Lead)
young people’s
participation incorporated
into SOLAS Strategies
where relevant and the
development of ETB 5year Strategy Statements
developed in 2016.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Commitment
15.10 can be
considered
further in the
context of the
work currently
underway by
Education and
Training Boards
Ireland (ETBI) in
relation to the
development of
a standardised
national
template for
each ETB to use
for their 5 year
Strategy
Statement.
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Feedback from
learners at the
National FET
Learner Forum
will be taken into
account in the
FET sector.

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
Inclusion of young people in
decision making in the ETB sector
has included consultation via
student councils in ETB schools.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G16 Strengthen
participation in
decision-making for
health and well-being
at community level.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G16.8 Education and
Education & Skills Training Boards asked to
change their Terms of
(Lead)
Reference to include
Comhairle na nÓg as
members.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Pursuant to
Section
30(11)(a) of the
Education and
Training Boards
Act, 2013, the
Minister has
specified that
the National
Youth Council of
Ireland (NYCI) is
one of the 18
bodies that has
the right to
nominate
persons for
appointment to
Education and
Training Boards
(ETBs). The
appointment
process
operates at
local ETB level.
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ETBI have
advised DES that
this measure is
in progress.

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G17 Create
mechanisms to provide
children and young
people with the
opportunity to be
heard in primary and
post-primary schools
and centres for
education through
Student Councils or
other age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G17.1 The Department of
Education & Skills Education and Skills to
(Lead)
collate data on number of
student councils in
primary and post schools
through the 2015 Life skills
survey.
DCYA
(Partner)
Review of effectiveness of
post primary student
councils.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Yes.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
Data collected.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G17 Create
mechanisms to provide
children and young
people with the
opportunity to be
heard in primary and
post-primary schools
and centres for
education through
Student Councils or
other age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G17.2 Review of current
Education & Skills practices on student
(Lead)
participation in the
inspection process
commenced.
DCYA
(Partner)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Pupils/students
are consulted in
the course of
almost all
inspection
models through
questionnaires
or meetings
with focus
groups.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
Questionnaires are administered
to all pupils/students in particular
classes/years so the views of all
pupils/students are heard.
Specific questionnaires are
provided to pupils with special
education needs. The composition
of focus groups of students is
worked out in consultation with
the school principal to be as
representative as possible of all
students.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G17 Create
mechanisms to provide
children and young
people with the
opportunity to be
heard in primary and
post-primary schools
and centres for
education through
Student Councils or
other age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G17.3 Mechanisms for
Education & Skills consulting students on
(Lead)
matters relevant to them
in relation to teacher
education and other
matters identified and in
use in 2016.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
National FET
Learner Forum
held 2016 and
2017.
Commitment in
FET Strategy
2014-2019 to
this activity for
the lifetime of
the FET
Strategy.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G17 Create
mechanisms to provide
children and young
people with the
opportunity to be
heard in primary and
post-primary schools
and centres for
education through
Student Councils or
other age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Department of
G17.4 Continue to
Education & Skills demonstrate the value of
(Lead)
the ISSE and increase
response rates in future
rounds of the survey.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Yes.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below
50,000 students completed a
survey about their courses and
learning experience in 2014 &
2015. Overall satisfaction levels
with their educational experience
(as measured by quality of
academic advice, entire education
experience and whether they
would attend the same institution
again) are broadly similar for each
cohort, with the highest
satisfaction levels reported by
first years.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G17 Create
mechanisms to provide
children and young
people with the
opportunity to be
heard in primary and
post-primary schools
and centres for
education through
Student Councils or
other age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Department of
G17.5 Students’ voices will
Education & Skills continue to be
(Lead)
represented through
mechanisms such as the
National Forum’s
‘Teaching Heroes’ awards
scheme, in partnership
with the Union of Students
in Ireland (USI).
The outputs of the data
gathered through the
‘Teaching Heroes’ awards
will inform the design by
the National Forum of a
professional development
framework for teachers in
higher education, to be
established in 2015.
Student representation
will continue, through the
USI, on the boards of the
Higher Education
Authority and the National
Forum, as well as a range
of committees and at
policy forums.
136
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

G20.6 Dail na nÓg 2015
will be held, and a new
National Executive will be
elected to implement its
recommendation.

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
I was involved
in advising Dáil
na nÓg national
executive
members in
relation to a
survey carried
out this year by
the National
Executive “So
how was school
today?” The
survey is
comprised of a
wide range of
questions in
relation to
young people’s
experience of
school, teaching
and learning,
examination
stress, access to
guidance and
additional help
etc.
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A report on the
results of the
survey (written
by a research
team from UCD)
is to be
published
sometime in
September and
jointly launched
by the Ministers
of DES and the
DCYA.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

G21 Establish a
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub to support
Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of the
National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation
in Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Participation by
young people up to 25 in
the EU Structured
Dialogue process will be
facilitated in 2016.

DCYA
(Lead)

DCYA
(Lead)

G21.8 Through the
Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub,
the DCYA [in collaboration
with other government
departments and
agencies] will form
partnerships with thirdlevel and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education
and training on children’s
right to participation in
decision-making for

Not
Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

professionals who work
with and on behalf of
children and young
people.
5.13 Work with
children and young
people to help them
contribute to their own
community and safety,
ensuring a positive
relationship between
An Garda Síochána,
children and young
people.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Partners with
DCYA)

AGS
(Lead)

5.13.1 Roll out of the
Internet Safety and Cyber
bullying for Teachers,
Parents and the
Community.
Websites and other social
media that is youth
friendly, accessible and
contains useful links and
relevant information for
young people will be
developed.
Direct engagement with
young people, youth
organisations and
educational institutions
The Joint Policing
committees will improve
their engagement with
young people’s
organisations such as CNN
in discussions of local

Not
Currently
Applicable.

139

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard** children and young
people? Please provide details
below

crime and community
safety issues.

Please indicate below any additional activities you would consider undertaking with the support of the
Children and Young People’s Participation Hub (Please see information note attached)
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017
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Template 5: Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (DHPCLG)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children
and young people
appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support
of the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Representative
bodies for Children
and Young People,
CYPSCs and
Comhairle na nÓg
have been
consulted by LCDCs
in the
development of 6
year LECPs. During
2016, the Plans
were adopted in all
areas and are
currently being
implemented.
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In November
2016, a
National Forum
was organised
to assist in the
development of
an
implementation
plan for the
Framework
Policy for Local
and Community
Development.
Representatives
from Family
Resource
Centres and
Children &
Young Peoples
Services
Committees
were invited to
attend and
participated.
A Cross Sectoral
Group has been

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
established to
progress the
development of
the plan which
will be
informed by
the outputs
from the Forum
and other
relevant
sources.
Further
consultation is
planned with
stakeholders,
including young
people.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 All Statements of
Strategy published in
2016 will include
participation of children
and young people’s as an
objective and an action.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for
publicly funded
programmes and schemes
that are relevant to
children and young
people, requiring

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

consultation with children
and young people.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young
people will develop childand youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring
of children and young
people’s participation
initiatives will be
conducted to ensure
robust findings and
outcomes that influence
the development of
policies and services.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the
involvement of children
and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.

DHPCLG
(Partners with
DoH & LOCAL
GOV)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.

Department of
Rural and
Community
Development
(DRCD)
(Lead)

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.2 The role and
capacity of Comhairle na
nÓg will be enhanced
through the development
and implementation of a
5-year Comhairle na nÓg
Development Plan,
aligned to Local
Government structures
and policies, and including
children under the age of
12 and children and young
people who are seldom
heard.
G20.3 The Department of
the Environment,
Community and Local
Government (DECLG) will
nominate a Departmental
representative to become
a member of the Steering
Committee established to
support the development
and implementation of a
5-year Comhairle na nÓg
Development Plan.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.

DHPCLG
(Partner with
LOCAL GOV)

Commitment for 2016

DCYA
(Lead)

G20.5 Support and
training to Comhairle na
nÓg across the country
will be maintained to
ensure the development
of best practice.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner)

G20.7 Participation by
young people up to 25 in
the EU Structured
Dialogue process will be
facilitated in 2016.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

DCYA
(Lead)
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of the
National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DHPCLG
(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

Commitment for 2016

G21.5 Practical toolkits
will be developed to
provide guidance to Local
Authorities on effective
methodologies for
consulting with children
and young people in
planning and regeneration
projects. The DECLG will
commence collaboration
with the DCYA on the
development of practical
toolkits.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
A Guidance
document, agreed
between DHPCLG,
DCYA and CYPSCs
describes how
LCDCs and CYPSC
will work together
to ensure the best
outcomes for all
children and young
people and how
engagement
between the
structures should
be progressed. A
template for a joint
protocol between
the LCDCs and such
CYPSCs has been
provided to all
areas to assist
engagement
arrangements.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of the
National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G21.8
Through
the
Children
and
Young
People’s
Participation
Hub, the DCYA [in
collaboration with other
government departments
and agencies] will form
partnerships with thirdlevel and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education
and training on children’s
right to participation in
decision-making
for
professionals who work
with and on behalf of
children
and
young
people.
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heard* children and young
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017
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Template 6: Department of Justice and Equality (DJE)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children
and young people
appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support
of the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Probation
Service
While at
present there is
no specific
arrangement
for formally
seeking the
views of young
people in
relation to
youth crime,
policy and
practice in the
Probation
Service’s work
to assess and
supervise
young people,
their opinions
and views are
solicited and
used to inform
service
delivery.
Service users
151

Youth Crime
Policy &
Programmes
Division.
A Youth Justice
Conference will
take place in
Dublin Castle on
the 4 July. The
theme of the
conference is
“Youth Justice
Policy in Ireland Where to Next?”
The context for
the conference is
the action in the
‘Tackling Youth
Crime – Youth
Justice Action
Plan (YJAP) 2014
- 2018 to review
and amend the
Children Act
2001 as
required. It is

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and
Partners

DJE
(Lead)

Commitments for 2016

G14.41 All relevant Justice
stakeholders will consult
with young people
regarding justice policies
and issues that affect their
lives.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
are consulted
in the
development of
policies within
the Young
Persons
Probation
Community
Based
Organisations
(YPP CBOs).

intended that a
number of young
people will
attend the
conference and
will have an
opportunity to
participate and
express their
views.

Probation
Service
While at
present there is
no specific
arrangement
for formally
seeking the
views of young
people in
relation to
youth crime,
policy and
practice in the
Probation

Youth Crime
Policy &
Programmes
Division
A Youth Justice
Conference will
take place in
Dublin Castle on
4th July. The
theme of the
conference is
“Youth Justice
Policy in Ireland Where to Next?”
The context for
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Service’s work
to assess and
supervise
young people,
their opinions
and views are
solicited and
used to inform
service
delivery.
Service users
are consulted
in the
development of
policies within
the Young
Persons
Probation
Community
Based
Organisations
(YPP CBOs).

the conference is
the action in the
‘Tackling Youth
Crime – Youth
Justice Action
Plan (YJAP) 2014
- 2018 to review
and amend the
Children Act
2001 as
required. It is
intended that a
number of young
people will
attend the
conference and
will have an
opportunity to
participate and
express their
views.
Youth justice
workers
continually
engage with
young persons
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
on GYDPs (Garda
Youth Diversions
Programmes) in
relation to their
individual needs
and this informs
decision making
with regards to
the types of
programmes and
interventions to
be included in
their case
management
plan.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

DJE
(Lead)

G14.43 Finalise work on
implementation of the
regulatory system

The Department
of Justice and
Equality is
currently
finalising the
drafting of
regulations to
specify the
necessary
qualifications
and experience
154
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
of child’s views
experts
appointed in
private family
law proceedings
and the fees and
expenses that
may be charged
by such experts.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

DJE
(Lead)

G14.44 Improved
mechanisms for hearing
the voice of children will
be used in reviews of Legal
Aid Board services
undertaken in 2016.

Legal Aid Board
The Legal Aid
Board is
continuing to
work with the
Department in
implementing
the provisions of
the Children and
Family
Relationships Act
2015 relating to
the voice of the
child. Within its
own budget, the
Board is funding
legally aided
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
clients in respect
of court ordered
voice of the child
reports.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 All Statements of
Strategy published in 2016
will include participation
of children and young
people’s as an objective
and an action.

Reform &
Development
Unit.
A wide public
consultation
process took
place during
the period July
to September
2016, where
we advertised
on our website
seeking obs to
feed into the
development of
the new
Strategy
Statement for
2016-2019. We
received
observations
and comments
156
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
from a wide of
range of
stakeholders
which informed
the Strategy.
We also
included
references to
the National
Policy
Framework for
Children and
Young PeopleBetter
Outcomes,
Brighter
Futures within
our Strategy.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant
to children and young
people, requiring

Probation
Service
The Probation
Service
allocates
funding
through the
DCYA to 16
157
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

consultation with children
and young people.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
communitybased
organisations
to provide
programmes to
young
offenders in
order to
address their
needs and to
reduce the
likelihood of
their
reoffending.
CBO’s are
consulted on
an ongoing
basis in the
development of
policies within
these
organisations.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young people
will develop child- and
youth-friendly feedback
and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not
Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring
of children and young
people’s participation
initiatives will be
conducted to ensure
robust findings and
outcomes that influence
the development of
policies and services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Probation
Service
Information on
offenders is
stored and
collated on the
Probation
Service Case
Tracking
System (CTS).
Statistical
information to
inform service
delivery can be
generated.

160

Youth Crime
Policy &
Programmes
Division
YCPPD collects
and analyses a
variety of data
provided to it,
related to
participants on
GYDPs. (Garda
Youth Diversion
Programmes).
Findings from
this analysis will
inform the future
development of
policies and
services.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the
involvement of children
and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not
Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

G18 Create
mechanisms to provide
children with the
opportunity to be
heard in judicial
proceedings affecting
them, including
through independent
representatives where
appropriate.

DJE
(Lead)

G18.1 Children’s views are
sought as appropriate as
part of family mediation
processes conducted in
2016.

G18 Create
mechanisms to provide
children with the
opportunity to be
heard in judicial
proceedings affecting
them, including
through independent
representatives where
appropriate.

DJE
(Lead)

G18.2 A service-level
agreement with
Empowering People in
Care (EPIC) has been
agreed to make children in
detention aware of their
rights and their right to
make a complaint. This will
be developed and
implemented in 2016.

Tusla
(Partner)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Legal Aid Board
The Legal Aid
Board seeks to
include the
child’s views in
relation to
mediated
agreements
affecting the
child’s welfare.
Not
Currently
Applicable.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums
and consultations are
taken into account by
the formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to
the young people is
always provided in
return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

G21 Establish a
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub to support
Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of the
National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation
in Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

Commitments for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Participation by
young people up to 25 in
the EU Structured
Dialogue process will be
facilitated in 2016.

Not
Currently
Applicable.

G21.8 Through the
Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub,
the DCYA [in collaboration
with other government
departments and
agencies] will form
partnerships with thirdlevel and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education
and training on children’s
right to participation in
decision-making for

Not
Currently
Applicable.

DCYA
(Lead)

DCYA
(Lead)

163

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitments for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

professionals who work
with and on behalf of
children and young
people.
5.13 Work with
children and young
people to help them
contribute to their own
community and safety,
ensuring a positive
relationship between
An Garda Síochána,
children and young
people.

DJE
(Lead)

DCYA & AGS
(Partners)

5.13.2 The Joint Policing
Committees will engage
with CNN and other young
people’s organisations
when local crime and
community safety issues
are discussed in 2016.

Policing
Division
Current
guidelines for
JPCs do provide
for consultation
with young
people’s
organisations.

164

Policing Division
Policing
Authority to
issue/revise
guidelines to
JPCs. As part of
this process, it
will merit
examination that
JPCs would
consult in a
manner that
ensures that the
full demographic
mix within their
area, including
young people’s
organisations, is
considered in
any consultation
approach
adopted.
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heard* children and young
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Template 7: Department of Health (DoH)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and Partners

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children
and young people
appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of
the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
Consultations
with children
and young
people have
been undertaken
in the
development of
the new
children’s
hospital. This
process has led
to the
development of
a building which
has been
designed to
enable staff to
deliver the best
possible clinical
care for children
and young
people, while
also seeking to
provide a
165
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seldom heard* children and
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details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
pleasant
environment for
patients and
families.
Children are
being consulted
in the planning
of future
scoliosis services
with the
assistance of the
Office of the
Children's
Ombudsman.
Children and
young people
were also
consulted on the
development of
Reducing Harm,
Supporting
Recovery
through a
specific
questionnaire,
designed to elicit
166
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Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children and
young people? Please provide
details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
their views. In
addition, young
people also
participated in
the development
of the strategy
through the
inclusion of
BeLongTo,
National Youth
Council of
Ireland, Students
Union of Ireland
and Students for
Sensible Drug
Policy on a
number of focus
groups which
contributed to
the development
of the strategic
action plan.
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Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children and
young people? Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and Partners

Department of
Health
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

G14.31 The Healthy Ireland
Council will explore and use
appropriate means of
engagement with children
and young people in order
to seek their views.

HSE
(Partner)

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
Health
(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

G14.32 The Department of
Health will commit to
provide opportunities for
consultation with children
and young people to
facilitate their views in areas
of key policy development,
as appropriate, and will
collaborate with the DCYA

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
The outgoing
Healthy Ireland
Council
established a
Children’s SubGroup and work
areas were
considered
under the
Council’s action
planning. The
Healthy Ireland
Council met with
the DCYA Council
to explore
collaboration.
As part of a
Programme for a
Partnership
Government, the
National
Taskforce on
Youth Mental
Health
committed to
consult young
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

to facilitate such
engagement.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
people to assist
in the
development of
an Action Plan.
Partnering with
DCYA, the
Taskforce
conducted three
such
consultations
with 19-25 year
olds, 12-18 year
olds and 8-12
year olds to ask
them ‘what
helps their
mental health’.
Children and
young people
were also
consulted on the
development of
Reducing Harm,
Supporting
Recovery
through a
specific
169
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seldom heard* children and
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details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
questionnaire,
designed to elicit
their views. In
addition, young
people also
participated in
the development
of the strategy
through the
inclusion of
BeLongTo,
National Youth
Council of
Ireland, Students
Union of Ireland
and Students for
Sensible Drug
Policy on a
number of focus
groups which
contributed to
the development
of the strategic
action plan.
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seldom heard* children and
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and Partners

Department of
Health
(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Department of
Health
(Partner)

HSE
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
G14.33 Young people
The DoH carried
consulted as part of the
out consultation
development of the National with children
Obesity Strategy.
and young
people regarding
obesity and
published the
Obesity Policy
Consultation
Report in
October 2016.

.....

Commitment for 2016

G14.35 Children and young
people included in the
development and design of
the National Children’s
Hospital on appropriate
issues arising in 2016.

The needs of
children and
young people
are being taken
into account
throughout this
project. The
Youth Advisory
Council, (a group
of children and
young people),
amongst others,
has provided
input, advice and
feedback on the
171
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

Commitment for 2016

G15.2 All Statements of
Strategy published in 2016
will include participation of
children and young people’s
as an objective and an
action.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
development of
the new hospital
and its future
services at
regular meetings
with the project
directors.
In its Statement
of Strategy 20162019, the DoH
has a strategic
objective to
support people
to lead healthy
and independent
lives. Among its
actions under
this objective,
the DoH works
closely with
DCYA, DES, DPER
and HSE on
Youth Mental
Health initiatives
including the
National
Taskforce on
172
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
Youth Mental
Health and the
Pathfinder
Project (20162017).

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

DoH will
consider this
area in the
future.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young people
will develop child- and
youth-friendly feedback and
complaints mechanisms,
with the assistance of the
DCYA Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
DoH will
consider this
area in the
future in the
context of
opportunities
arising.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring
of children and young
people’s participation
initiatives will be conducted
to ensure robust findings
and outcomes that influence
the development of policies
and services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
DoH coordinates
the Health
Behaviour in
School Aged
Children study;
we also oversee
the Healthy
Ireland Survey
which includes
young people
aged 15-24.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the involvement
of children and young
people in reporting on
international instruments
relevant to their lives and
well-being, including the
Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council
of Europe reviews and
strategies.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
DoH will
consider this
area in the
future.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure
children and young
people are supported to
express their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those views
given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

Department of
Health
(Partner)

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and
well-being at community
level.

Department of
Health
(Lead)

HSE
(Lead)

Community and
Voluntary Sectors
(Partners)

Commitment for 2016

G15.11 A framework to
include the voices of
children and young people
in the design,
implementation and
evaluation of health and
well-being services will be
developed, commencing in
2015, incorporating the
principles and objectives of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking.

G16.1 Young people will be
involved in the development
and management of drug
and alcohol-free venues and
programmes for young
people in 2016.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
DoH is
supportive of
HSE work in
this area.

Funding has
been provided to
Local and
Regional Drug
and Alcohol Task
forces to
facilitate the
development
and
management of
programmes for
177
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Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children and
young people? Please provide
details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and
well-being at community
level.

Department of
Health
(Partner)

HSE
(Lead)
G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and
well-being at community
level.

Department of
Health
(Partner)
HSE
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

G16.3 Children and young
people will be consulted by
services seeking to respond
to parental substance
misuse or substance misuse
in families as targeted by
the ‘Hidden Harm’ initiative.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
young people
with an
emphasis on
those most at
risk. Examples
include sports,
youth clubs, arts
initiatives and
youth
diversionary
programmes.
DoH is
supportive of
HSE work in
this area.

G16.4 Children and young
people will be included in
consultations with
communities to inform the
development of Primary
Care Services.

DoH is
supportive of
HSE work in
this area.
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Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children and
young people? Please provide
details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the
formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to the
young people is always
provided in return.

Department of
Health
(Partners with
DHPCLG & LOCAL
GOV)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the
formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to the
young people is always
provided in return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

G20.2 The role and capacity
of Comhairle na nÓg will be
enhanced through the
development and
implementation of a 5-year
Comhairle na nÓg
Development Plan, aligned
to Local Government
structures and policies, and
including children under the
age of 12 and children and
young people who are
seldom heard.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
DoH is
supportive of
DCYA work in
this area.

G20.7 Participation by
young people up to 25 in the
EU Structured Dialogue
process will be facilitated in
2016.

DoH is
supportive of
DCYA work in
this area.

DCYA
(Lead)
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Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children and
young people? Please provide
details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of the
National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)
DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

G21.8 Through the Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub, the DCYA
[in collaboration with other
government departments
and agencies] will form
partnerships with third-level
and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education
and training on children’s
right to participation in
decision-making for
professionals who work with
and on behalf of children
and young people.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
DoH is
supportive of
DCYA work in
this area.

.....

Did this initiative involve
seldom heard* children and
young people? Please provide
details below

Please indicate below any additional activities you would consider undertaking with the support of the
Children and Young People’s Participation Hub (Please see information note attached)
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Template 8: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS &
AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and
agencies will consult with
children and young
people appropriately in
the development of
policy, legislation,
research and services,
with the support of the
DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.10 “A forum will be
established to enable
children to participate in
decisions that may
impact on their
participation in sport.
This forum will explore
existing models, such as
the participation
structures being
established in the GAA, to
be used or adapted by
other national governing
bodies of sport to

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
When
appropriate,
we consult
with children
and young
people, e.g.
consultation
on Statement
of Strategy
covered in
G15.2.
Sports Ireland has
engaged with a
number of sports
in development
and delivery of a
programme of
engaging young
people in decision
making in their
sports. Sport
Ireland is also
working with the
DCYA in the
development and
181

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

facilitate the involvement
of children and young
people in decisionmaking”

delivery of the
Train the Trainers
programme. The
programme will
be to train
facilitators to
conduct the
appropriate
methods to
engage with
young people.
These trainers will
be selected from
across the
national
governing bodies
and local sports
partnership
networks.

Build on progress made in
2015.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.12 The views
expressed by children
and young people on the
services provided to them
under the Smarter Travel
and Bike Week
programmes are

Local
Authorities
have been
reminded of
their
obligations to
seek the
182
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

monitored and recorded,
and used to inform policy
on these services in 2016.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
views of
children and
young people
in delivering
Smarter
Travel and
Bike Week
programmes.
A competition
for children
and young
people was
organised to
develop a
new logo for
Bike Week.

G14.13 The inclusion of
children and young
people in the
consultation process for
the next Green Schools
Programme will be
incorporated as a
qualifying criterion.

The next
Green Schools
Programme
will be in 2018
and this
commitment
will be
actioned.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.14 Children and
youth groups will be
consulted during public
consultation phases
when reviewing the
National Cycling Policy
Framework.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.15 Children and
young people involved in
water safety programmes
developed in 2016.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The views of
children and
young people
will be sought
when the midterm review
of the NCPF is
undertaken
later in 2017.
IRCG
volunteer
Coast Guard
Units conduct
water safety
campaigns for
primary
schools under
a programme
entitled
‘School Visit
Programme’.
The
programme
has been in
place for
some years
184
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
and the
content has
been updated
based on
feedback
from the
presenters,
based on
their own
experiences
in terms of
classroom
response. The
programme
included
instruction on
basic water
safety,
wearing of
Life Jackets
and how to
raise the
alarm. The
Coast Guard
also
participated
at Young
185

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Scientist
event in
January,
following a
similar theme
of water
safety
promotion for
young people.
Other
organisations
that may be
involved in
similar
programmes
include Irish
Water Safety
(IWS) who
come under
the remit of
Dept.
Environment
and RNLI an
independent
charity.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.46 Submissions
sought from Comhairle
na nÓg for the next
Statement of Strategy for
the Department of
Transport, Tourism and
Sport in 2016.

Comhairle na
nÓg were
part of the
consultation
process for
the
Statement of
Stategy 2016 2019.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.47 Young people will
be involved in discussion
about changes to public
transport fares, including
LEAP card fares and
urban fares.

This took
place in
Autumn 2016
and happens
annually
when fare
review takes
place.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.48 Opportunities will
be sought to include
children in the
consultation phase when
reviewing child/scholar
public transport fares and
other changes in fares for
young people.

This took
place in
Autumn 2016
and happens
annually
when fare
review takes
place.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS

G15.2 All Statements of
Strategy published in
2016 will include
participation of children
and young people’s as an
objective and an action.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Our
Statement of
Strategy
states
''Our
objectives are
also often
closely linked
with other
important
Government
policy areas.
We will
continue our
close
collaboration
with other
Government
Departments.
For example,
we will
continue to
work with the
Department
of Children
and Youth
Affairs in
188
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
relation to
Government
priorities for
children,
families and
obesity”.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for
publicly funded
programmes and
schemes that are relevant
to children and young
people, requiring
consultation with
children and young
people.

Consideration
will be given
to include the
following “In
planning
facilities,
applicants
should consult
widely with
potential
users and
should involve
children and
young people
in decision
making as far
as possible “,
if/when a new
Sports Capital
grant scheme
189
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
is being
planned.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and
agencies that provide
services for children and
young people will
develop child- and youthfriendly feedback and
complaints mechanisms,
with the assistance of the
DCYA Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub.

DTTAS does
not provide
services to
children.
There is a
general
feedback
option on our
website. We
welcome
feedback from
everyone
including
children and
representative
groups.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS &
AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and
monitoring of children
and young people’s
participation initiatives
will be conducted to
ensure robust findings
and outcomes that
influence the
development of policies
and services.

The current round
of Smarter Travel
funding
programmes
ended in 2016
and they are
currently being
evaluated. The
results of these
evaluations will
inform future
policy. As part of
the evaluation of
the Smarter
Travel
Demonstration
Areas
Programme, a
focus group is
including the
decision making
processes in
families in relation
to travel choices
including the
views of children
and young people.
191
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
It is the
Department’s
intention to
actively seek the
views of young
people and
children as part of
the roll-out of
future smarter
travel funding
programmes that
will commence
later this year and
will cover the
years 2017-2020.
The Department
also funds the
Greenschools
Travel Programme
which aims to
increase the
numbers of
children cycling
and walking to
school (thereby
reducing the level
192
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
of private car
lifts). As part of
this process, the
Greenschools
travel officer
works with the
school children to
determine the
best modes of
sustainable
transport for
them. The
children actively
participate in this
process by
mapping out
travel plans from
their homes to
their schools.
They also actively
participate in
organising and
staging events to
promote
sustainable travel.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS &
AGENCIES

G15.6
Government
departments
and
agencies will ensure the
involvement of children
and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.

Under
ongoing
review
for
opportunities.

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS & LOCAL
GOVERNMEN
T
(Partners)

G20.7 Participation by
young people up to 25 in
the
EU
Structured
Dialogue process will be
facilitated in 2016.

Not contacted
as yet by DCYA
but available
to
assist
where
requested.

DCYA
(Lead)
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.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMEN
TS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

G21.8
Through
the
Children
and
Young
People’s
Participation
Hub, the DCYA [in
collaboration with other
government departments
and agencies] will form
partnerships with thirdlevel and adult education
institutions to oversee
development
of
education and training on
children’s
right
to
participation in decisionmaking for professionals
who work with and on

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Not contacted
as yet by DCYA
but available
to
assist
where
requested.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided
– 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

behalf of children and
young people.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

.....

Template 9: Health, Information and Quality Authority (HIQA)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children
and young people
appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support
of the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
As part of the
methodology
for developing
new National
Standards for
Children’s
residential
centres, HIQA
has held a
focus group
with nine
children aged
between 14
And 17 who
are in care
and live in
residential
care to inform
the draft
standards.

197

HIQA’s
standards
development
team will
continue to
engage with
children
during the
consultation
phase of the
draft
standards
development
throughout
the year.
Member of
EPIC Youth
Board on
advisory group
for the
development
of national
standards for
CRCs.

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
Yes, these are children in the care of
the state who live in a residential care
setting.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

HIQA
(Lead)

G14.38 A Children’s
Forum is established and
in use to inform HIQA on
children’s views of how it
carries out its work in
2016 and to identify the
issues that matter most to
them.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
HIQA ran a
competition
for children in
care who live
in a
residential
care setting to
design a thank
you card for
inspectors to
send to
children they
meet during
an inspection.

198

HIQA has met
with EPIC CEO
in relation to
accessing the
EPIC Youth
Board when
consulting on
how HIQA
carries out its
work.
Engaging with
DCYA in
relation to a
bespoke
training for
inspectors
within HIQA
on children’s
rights and
children’s
participation
in decisionmaking.

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
Yes, these are children in the care of
the state who live in a residential care
setting or in detention facility.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

HIQA
(Lead)

G14.39 The Authority will
continue to report on the
compliance of centres and
foster care services to
ascertain what
improvements have been
made in such services to
facilitate children to
participate in the
decisions made about
them in 2016.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
During 2016,
HIQA
undertook 7
foster care
inspections, 3
special care
units and 42
inspections of
statutory
children’s
residential
centres.
Inspectors
spoke with
children and
their families
about how
they
experienced
the services.
For children
who do not
wish to speak
to the
inspector they
are offered
the
opportunity
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
Yes, these are children in the care of
the state who live in either foster care
or a residential care setting and
children accessing child protection
and welfare services.
In addition, children with a disability
residing or accessing respite services
in designated centres for children
with a disability.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
to complete a
questionnaire.
Reports are
published on
HIQA website.
During the
course of
inspections
inspectors met
with 236
children in
care. HIQA
also spoke
with and
observed
children living
in designated
centres for
children with a
disability.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for
publicly funded
programmes and schemes
that are relevant to
children and young
people, requiring
consultation with children
and young people.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young
people will develop childand youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring
of children and young
people’s participation
initiatives will be
conducted to ensure
robust findings and
outcomes that influence
the development of
policies and services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting them
and to have those
views given due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the
involvement of children
and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
HIQA
inspectors
continue to
meet with
children as
part of
inspection
activity and
seek to find
out how their
rights are
upheld as part
of the service
they are
receiving and
this is
reported in
published
inspection
reports.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below
Yes, these are children in the care of
the state who live in either foster care
or a residential care setting and
children accessing child protection
and welfare services.
In addition children with a disability
residing or accessing respite services
in designated centres for children
with a disability.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G21 Establish a
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub to support
Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of the
National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation
in Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

G21.8 Through the
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub, the DCYA [in
collaboration with other
government departments
and agencies] will form
partnerships with thirdlevel and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education
and training on children’s
right to participation in
decision-making for
professionals who work
with and on behalf of
children and young
people.

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young people?
Please provide details below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

.....

Template 10: Health Service Executive (HSE)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

HSE
(Partner)

DoH
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14.31 The Healthy Ireland
Council will explore and use
appropriate means of
engagement with children and
young people in order to seek
their views.

As part of the
development of the
Healthy Weight for
Ireland: Obesity Policy
and Action plan the DCYA
carried out a consultation
with children and young
people - the report is
titled Healthy Lifestyles Have your Say A
consultation with Children
and Young People. We
have used the findings
from this report to inform
the strategic approach
that underpins the
forthcoming START
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Healthy Ireland are
planning in conjunction
with the Irish Cancer
society to have a youth
forum event later this
year with the purpose of
hearing young people’s
voice on the subject of
tobacco control and
cessation.
Our plan is to host a
national conference circa
may next year at which
one of the themes is
youth and tobacco.
The ICS also run an exhale
awards process which we
support.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
campaign - developed in
partnership with
safefood. The campaign
aims to inspire parents of
children aged 6 mths to
12 years to start building
and persist with healthy
lifestyle habits in the
family to prevent
childhood overweight.
HSE is a member of the
National Physical Activity
Interdepartmental
Governance Group. This
group is tasked with
overseeing and ensuring
the implementation of
Get Ireland Active:
National Physical Activity
Plan, which includes the
thematic area of Children
and Young People. The
sub-group formed to
drive delivery of actions
on under this theme
includes representation
from Comhairle na nÓg.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

HSE
(Lead)

G14.34 The HSE will ensure that
the National Healthcare Charter
for Paediatric Services will
include mechanisms for
obtaining feedback from
children about the services they
receive.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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The implementation of
the Children’s Charter is
progressing through a
number of locations with
a plan for wider
dissemination in 2017. In
University Hospital
Limerick, feedback will be
sought from children and
young people as part of
the overall strategy for
implementing the NHC.
The Children’s feedback
process commenced with
the assistance of Play
Room – Children in
Hospital volunteers.
Written information for
children and parents is
currently being reviewed
and updated with the
inclusion of feedback
from parents and
children.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

HSE
(Lead)

G14.35 Children and young
people will be included in the
development and design of the
National Children’s Hospital and
in its ongoing operation.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

DoH
(Partner)

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

HSE
(Lead)

.....

G14.40 HSE Disability Services
will develop a framework
document on how children’s
voice will inform the design,
implementation and evaluation
of disability services.
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The New Children’s
Hospital are engaging
with Children and young
people on an ongoing
basis and developing a
strategy with the
expertise of the
Ombudsman for Children
on engaging children and
young people, called Join
the dots. This initiative is
designed to measure
children’s rights in
healthcare, including
engagement with
Children, their parents
and staff working in three
paediatric hospitals.
Children’s Disability
Services and Voice of the
Child/Young Person, the
Project Manager for
implementation of
Outcomes for Children
and their Families, a
performance
management and

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
accountability framework
for Children’s Disability
Network Teams will be
continued and
implemented.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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The Quality Assurance
and Verification Division
of the HSE are currently
developing child friendly
information and
resources designed to
encourage children and
young people to provide
feedback about their
experience of healthcare
services.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

HSE
(Lead)

DoH
(Partner)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

G15.11 A framework to include
the voices of children and young
people in the design,
implementation and evaluation
of health and well-being
services will be developed,
commencing in 2015,
incorporating the principles and
objectives of the National
Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

G16.2 The Health Service
Executive (HSE) will develop
mechanisms, including
consultation and feedback
mechanisms, for the
participation of service users,
families and carers in the
decision-making processes of
mental health services for
young people at local and
national levels, including any
new significant changes that are
being introduced. These will be
developed and utilised with
partners in young people’s
mental health. This may include
organisations such as the
Children’s Mental Health
Coalition and mechanisms such
as the national Headstrong
Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) and
local Headstrong YAPs as
possible partners in
consultation and feedback in
2015.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Service planning prioritise
for 2017 include:
Ensure that the views of
service users, family
members and carers are
central to the design and
delivery of mental health
services targeted
programmes in specific
areas will engage young
people for the
Connection for Life
initiative.
Standards for mental
health engagement for all
stakeholders and
enhance service user and
carer engagement being
developed.
A lead for mental health
engagement in each CHO
being appointed.
Develop a standardised
approach to inclusion of
family members in care
planning for service users.
213

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Progress the
implementation of the
National Carers’ Strategy
– Recognised, Supported,
Empowered as it relates
to mental health services.
Plan for establishing
access to advocacy for
people using CAMHs
Being developed.
Enhancing team work
initiative, which is
currently in progress aims
to listen to the views of
children and young
people through a
confidential and
independent facilitator.
This enables the mental
health services to
understand what is
working well, what could
be improved to hear the
young people’s views
about developing
improved services going
forward.
214

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

G16.3 Children and young
people will be consulted by
services seeking to respond to
parental substance misuse or
substance misuse in families as
targeted by the ‘Hidden Harm’
initiative.

When reviewing service
models and development
of services, the Primary
Care Division engages
with stakeholders and
representative bodies to
seek the views of patients
and clients, including
children, so that primary
care, social inclusion and
palliative care services
are delivered in a way
that best meet their
needs.

G16.4 Children and young
people will be included in
consultations with communities
to inform the development of
Primary Care Services.

When reviewing service
models and development
of services, the Primary
Care Division engages
with stakeholders and
representative bodies to
seek the views of patients
and clients, including
children, so that primary
care, social inclusion and
palliative care services
are delivered in a way
that best meet their
needs.

DoH
(Partner)

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

DoH
(Partner)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

G16.5 The Health Service
Executive (HSE) will share best
practice in adolescent mental
health advocacy services with
key stakeholders in 2015.

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

G16.6 The Health Service
Executive (HSE) will involve
children and young people who
have caring responsibilities, as
appropriate, as partners in care
planning and provision by
health and personal social
service providers and
particularly by the Primary Care
Teams.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Reports have been issued
on the results of listening
meetings which took
place across mental
health services including
with young people, this
work was completed to
for the purposes of
improving services and
ensuring that patients
views needs were
listened to.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partners)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

.....

Template 11: Local Government
Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies
and issues that affect
their lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children and
young people appropriately
in the development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of
the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

Local authorities continually
consult with children and
young people through the
structures of Comhairle na
nÓg.
Nationally, 486 secondary
schools participate in
Comhairle nÓg.
Representative bodies for
children and young people
have been consulted by
Local Community
Development Committees
in the development of Local
Economic and Community
Plans.
Consultation guidance is
strengthened by the 2017
‘Communities Facilities
Scheme Capital Scheme’,
the ‘Local Community
218

Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

Development Committee
(LCDC) – Children & Young
People Services (CYPSC)
guidance’ document and
the ‘Revised Guidelines for
the Operation of Local
Community Development
Committees 2016’.
G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies
and issues that affect
their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

Local
Authorities/Drug
Task
Force/Community
and Voluntary
Sectors
(Partners)

G14.3 Children and Young
People’s Services
Committees and Comhairle
na nOg consulted in the
planning process for Local
Economic and Community
Plans for 2016.

Representative bodies for
children and young people
and Comhairle na nÓg have
been consulted by Local
Community Development
Committees in the
development of Local
Economic and Community
Plans.
The Children and Young
People’s Plan (CYPP) is
developed in the context of
the broader LECP process.
Each CYPSC develops a
219
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

three-year CYPP. Key
priorities are agreed
between the CYPSC and the
LCDC for inclusion in the
LECP. These key priorities
will contribute to the
overarching objectives of
the LECP. The CYPSC will
report to the LCDC on the
priorities and actions
assigned to it under the
LECP.
G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies
and issues that affect
their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

G14.4 Children and young
people will be consulted as
part of regeneration plans.
Information will be
disseminated to children and
young people.

Under Section 13 of the
Planning and Development
(Amendment) Act 2010,
children, or groups or
associations representing
children, are entitled to
make submissions or
observations on local area
plans. This will require
planning authorities to be
innovative and engage with
220
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

any community-based
organisations that
represent younger persons.
The Green Schools initiative
is also a potential
mechanism that could be
used to facilitate greater
participation by younger
persons in the planning
process.
G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies
and issues that affect
their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

G14.5 All bodies responsible
for the delivery of Local Area
Plans (LAPs) will be required
to ensure the direct
participation of local children
and young people in the
aspects of the LAP relevant
to their lives.

Guidance is provided by
DHPCLG’s Local Area Plans
Guidelines for Planning
Authorities` which state
that the views and opinions
of children and young
persons must shape the
policies and objectives of
local area plans.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner)

G14.7 The participation of
children in the development
of play spaces and play

Community Facility grants
and SICAP both help target
children and youth and
221
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

and issues that affect
their lives.

Commitment for 2016

facilities will be included in
local authority play policies.

accommodate participation
by children and youth.
The need for, location and
design of recreational areas
for younger children and
teenagers should be guided
by input from both groups
representing younger
persons and local
communities alike.

G14.8 Pre-school children,
primary and post-primary
students, will, through
guided visits to libraries and
participation in childrencentred library events, and
the provision of information,
be made aware of library
services and develop leisure
reading and cultural
appreciation.

Libraries
There are examples in the
local government sector of
how libraries have become
more child friendly, through
consultation with the
children they helped
redesign the library to a
comfortable area for the
children.
The popular Summer Stars
Reading Adventure is being

DCYA
(Lead)

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies
and issues that affect
their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

held in public libraries
throughout the country.
Summer Stars is a free
programme, open to all
children. Each child who
registers for the
programme at their local
library joins in the fun of
reading lots of exciting
books during the summer.
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a
National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting
them and to have
those views given
due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

The DHPCLG Communities
Facilities Scheme Capital
Grant Scheme 2017 targets
groups including Youth and
provides funding for Youth
Clubs.
SICAP is co-funded by the
Irish Government and the
European Union European
Social Fund Programme for
Employability, Inclusion and
Learning 2014-2020.
In 2015 the Programme also
received a special allocation
under the Youth
Employment Initiative.
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a
National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting
them and to have
those views given
due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young people
will develop child- and youthfriendly feedback and
complaints mechanisms, with
the assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

Under Section 13 of the
Planning and Development
(Amendment) Act 2010,
children, or groups or
associations representing
children, are entitled to
make submissions or
observations on local area
plans. This will require
planning authorities to be
innovative and engage with
any community-based
organisations that
represent younger persons.
The Green Schools initiative
is also a potential
mechanism that could be
used to facilitate greater
participation by younger
persons in the planning
process.
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a
National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting
them and to have
those views given
due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will
be conducted to ensure
robust findings and
outcomes that influence the
development of policies and
services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

The data collection system
for SICAP, the IRIS system
provides robust data on the
relevant SICAP target
groups for young people
and children.
The Performance Indicators
for the Local Government
sector sets out the
percentage of local schools
involved in the local Youth
Council/Comhairle na nÓg
scheme and the number of
second level schools in the
local authority area from
which representatives
attended the Comhairle na
nÓg AGM.
Nationally 486 secondary
schools participated in
Comhairle nÓg in 2015.
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a
National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting
them and to have
those views given
due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the involvement
of children and young people
in reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights of
the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

Not
Currently
Applicable.
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a
National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s
Participation in
Decision-making to
strengthen efforts to
ensure children and
young people are
supported to express
their views in all
matters affecting
them and to have
those views given
due weight,
including those of
‘seldom-heard’
children.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

G15.9 The concepts of the
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking will be incorporated
in the Local Authority plans
for the recipients of the
2014-2016 Active Travel
Towns awards.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

More
consultation
required
with
relevant
specific
local
authorities
relating to
Active
Travel Town
Awards.
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involve seldom
heard* children
and young
people? Please
provide details
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G20 Ensure the
views presented by
children and young
people in
participatory forums
and consultations
are taken into
account by the
formal political and
policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the
young people is
always provided in
return.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners with
DoH & DHPCLG)

G20.2 The role and capacity
of Comhairle na nÓg will be
enhanced through the
development and
implementation of a 5-year
Comhairle na nÓg
Development Plan, aligned to
Local Government structures
and policies, and including
children under the age of 12
and children and young
people who are seldom
heard.

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

A Steering Committee to be
established in Q1 2016 to
develop the Five-Year
Comhairle na nÓg
Development Plan.
Guidance for Children
Services Committees on
engaging children and
young people in decision
making has been drafted
and will be finalised in early
2016. The toolkit, entitled
‘A Practical guide to
involving seldom heard
children and young people
in decision-making’, was
launched in June 2015 and
continues to be
disseminated widely.
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involve seldom
heard* children
and young
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provide details
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G20 Ensure the
views presented by
children and young
people in
participatory forums
and consultations
are taken into
account by the
formal political and
policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the
young people is
always provided in
return.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner with
DHPCLG)

G20.4 Development and
oversight of application,
evaluation and award
process for the Comhairle na
nÓg Development Fund to
support Local Authorities for
2016.

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

DCYA Comhairle na nÓg
Development Fund
provides money to local
authorities to run effective
Comhairle na nÓg. Local
authorities also provide
funding and resources for
Comhairle na nÓg, as well
as other organisations at
local level.
Under the Comhairle na
nÓg Development Fund of
€680,000, each Local
Authority is awarded a
maximum of €20,000
annually. Many local
agencies consult with their
Comhairle na nÓg to get
the views of young people
on the development of
services and policies, such
as Local Economic
Community Plans (LECPs)
and local development
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Did this initiative
involve seldom
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and young
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

strategies, heritage plans,
recreation policies, library
plans, policing plans and
the location or type of
sports facilities in the area.
Comhairle na nÓg are also
often asked for submissions
on local policies or to take
part in public consultations.
G20 Ensure the
views presented by
children and young
people in
participatory forums
and consultations
are taken into
account by the
formal political and
policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the
young people is

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner with
DHPCLG)

DCYA
(Lead)

G20.5 Support and training
to Comhairle na nÓg across
the country will be
maintained to ensure the
development of best
practice.

An important part of the
annual Comhairle na nÓg
programme is the
Comhairle
Members’ Regional
Networking Events. These
comprise three regional
events: one in Limerick, one
in Sligo and one in Dublin.
The purpose of these
events is to allow members
of Comhairle na nÓg from
all over the country to
network with other
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and young
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Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

always provided in
return.

G20 Ensure the
views presented by
children and young

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

Comhairlí in a very informal
way.
The main objectives of
these events are:
• To create a space for
young Comhairle members
to network with each other
in an informal way
• To offer Comhairle
members the chance to tell
other Comhairlí about their
topic/s and how they are
progressing
• To discuss any highlights
or challenges to date while
working on their topic
• To learn from each other
by sharing their thoughts
and feelings on how their
own Comhairle is run.
ALL
DEPARTMENTS &

G20.7 Participation by young
people up to 25 in the EU

The young people from the
Young Voices youth group
hosted the ‘Youth Check’
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and young
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

people in
participatory forums
and consultations
are taken into
account by the
formal political and
policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the
young people is
always provided in
return.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment for 2016

Structured Dialogue process
will be facilitated in 2016.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

EU conference on May 23rd
in Dublin. The event brings
together young people,
political decision makers &
international partners from
the European Youth Forum,
Austria, Belgium & France.
Young Voices is part of the
EU Structured Dialogue
process and it supports
young people to have a say
in politics and policy. ‘Youth
Check’ is an impact
assessment tool that aims
to ensure that the impact
on young people is
considered at the early
stages of any new policy or
legislation, thereby
preventing potential
negative outcomes for
children and young people
in the future.
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and young
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in
Better Outcomes,
Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G21 Establish a
Children and Young
People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and
agencies in the
implementation of
the National Policy
on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in
Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

G21.8 Through the Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub, the DCYA
[in collaboration with other
government departments
and agencies] will form
partnerships with third-level
and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education
and training on children’s
right to participation in
decision-making for
professionals who work with
and on behalf of children and
young people.

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50
Words Max)
YES
NO
IN
PROGRESS

Not
Currently
Applicable.
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.....

Template 12: The Mental Health Commission (MHC)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and
young people appropriately in
the development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of
the DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

The Mental
Health
Commission
(Lead)

G14.37 Information on the
availability and use of the
toolkit for young mental health
service users included in the
Annual Report of the Inspector
of Mental Health Services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

Not Currently
Applicable.

2016
inspections
are complete
and 2017
inspections
are in
progress.
Inspection
reports
include
findings in
relation to
compliance
with
Regulation
20: Provision
of
235

Members of the inspection team
interview residents (children who
are in-patients in an approved
centre) as part of the inspection
process.

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Information
to Residents.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

Not Currently
Applicable.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not Currently
Applicable.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Requests not
yet received.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

The Mental
Health
Commission
(Lead)

G21.6 Training for the Mental
Health Inspectorate in meeting
with child service users
developed.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not Currently
Applicable.

Some
members of
the
Inspectorate
attended
Investigative
Training
facilitated by
Tusla in
2016.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)

G21.8 Through the Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub, the DCYA [in
collaboration with other
government departments and
agencies] will form
partnerships with third-level
and adult education
institutions to oversee
development of education and
training on children’s right to
participation in decisionmaking for professionals who
work with and on behalf of
children and young people.

DCYA
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Requests not
yet received.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

.....

Template 13: Tusla
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and
young people appropriately in
the development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of
the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Tell us at Tusla is
a child and
youth-friendly
complaints and
feedback
mechanism.
Seed funding
granted to local
projects
promoting
participation
including
children and
young people
feeding into the
development of
local services.
Tusla in
partnership with
Investing in
Children have
conducted a
number of
‘Agenda Days’
for Children &
Young people

241

Children and
young
people are
currently
involved in
reviewing
and revising
the Meitheal
information
leaflets.
The National
Leaving and
Aftercare
Policy 2012
is currently
in final draft
stages of
review with
amendments
made
reflecting
some of the
suggestions
made by
young

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Investing in
Children
Membership
Award achieved
by 7 Tusla
services and
funded partners,
recognising
participation of
children and
young people
dialog and
change.
Young people
and young
adults
participated in
the review of
the National
Leaving and
Aftercare Policy,
2012

people and
young
adults.
3 groups of
young
people
involved in
the design
and content
of a new
complaints
and
feedback
leaflet.
Currently in
final stages
of
development
.
Tusla’s Child
and Youth
Participation
Strategy is at
the stage of
input and
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below

review with
children and
young
people

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

TUSLA
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

G14.6 Mechanisms to ensure
the active participation of
children and young people in
the planning , development,
delivery and evaluation of
services delivered in 2016 in
use

Children and
Young people
actively
involved in
presenting
workshops,
planning and
delivering
National Child
and Youth
Participation
Conference 6th
April 2016.
Young people
developed a
National
Children’s
Charter which
243

15 ora for
children in
care aged
12-17 are
operating in
collaboration
with EPIC.
Seed funding
has been
granted to
local projects
promoting
children’s
participation,
including
their
participation
in the newly
developed

.....

TUSLA
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
was accepted
by CEO on
behalf of Tusla
at the Tusla
National
conference on
the 6th April.

commissioni
ng process.
The Investing
in Children
Award is
being rolled
out to
promote and
reward good
practice in
child
participation.
The National
Policy
Manager for
alternative
care is
currently
drafting a
sustainability
plan for the
continuation
of the fora
following the
withdrawal
of seed
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
funding. To
date 15 fora
are
operating
nationally.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14.23 Audit current practices for
hearing the voice of the child
within the statutory Tusla
Educational Welfare Services, the
School Completion Programme,
the Home–School Community
Liaison Scheme and Home
Education.

An audit of EWS
Statutory
Service current
practice is
completed.
SCP is piloting a
new intake tool
from September
that will engage
young people in
making
decisions about
the appropriate
responses to
their identified
support needs.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14.24 Implement the strategies
devised in 2015 to hear the voice
of seldom-heard children in the
education system in relation to
their attendance, participation
and retention issues.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
This action is
commenced
and being
embedded
into Statutory
EWS and SCP
practice.
A suite of
documents
based on the
Child and
Youth
Participation
Toolkit to
assist EWS
services in
engaging with
Children and
young people
is being
developed.

246
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14.25 Ensure that the voice of
the child is a core part of the
services and supports provided to
schools
and
children
by
monitoring
and
evaluating
Educational Welfare Services and
through the implementation of
Tusla’s ‘One Child, One Team, One
Plan’ intervention model

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Tusla EWS
have
embraced
the Meitheal
Practice
model as the
model of
practice in
line with the
wider Tusla
service
structure.
HSCL
Coordinators
, SCP staff
and EWO’s
have been
trained in
Meitheal and
a number of
HSCL
Coordinators
have led
Meitheals
with EWOs
and SCP staff
having
247
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
participated
in a number
of Meitheals.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14.36 National, regional and
area-based structures for
participation established for all
children and young people who
are service users of the Agency

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

15 Fora for
children in
care aged 1217 are
operating in
collaboration
A young people’s area on the with EPIC.
Tusla website will developed
A National Children’s Charter
developed and implemented
The National
Children’s
Charter and
associated
staff guidance,
launched in
June 2017

249

There is
presently
no
nationwide
structure
established
for the
participatio
n of
children
known to
Tusla but
not in the
care of
Tusla.

Some seed
funding
projects are
seeking to
address the
issue of
participation
structures
for children
known to
Tusla but not
in care.
A young
people’s
area of the
Tusla
website is in
development
. This
initiative is
being led by
young
people.
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SECOND ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2017

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Tusla’s
approach to
commissioning
requires the
participation
of children and
young people.
NUIG are
commencing
an evaluation
of the
children’s fora
in
collaboration
with Tusla and
EPIC
Seed Funding
Projects, to
enhance and
promote
participation
with young
people’s
consultation
are local
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
projects that
feed into the
development
of local
services.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub

Tell us at Tusla
is a childyouth-friendly
complaints and
feedback
mechanism.

Children and
young
people
actively
involved in
reviewing
and revising
the Meitheal
information
leaflets.
3 groups of
young
people
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

Lead and
Partners

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
involved in
the design
and content
of a new
complaints
and
feedback
leaflet.
Currently in
final stages
of
development
.
The
evaluation of
the PPFS
Programme
by NUI
Galway is
utilising
participatory
methods
with children
and young
people.
Data
Collection

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
through the
Meitheal
Metrics
provides
information
on children’s
and young
people’s
experience
of the
process.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Tusla are
supporting the
evaluation of
the PPFS
Programme by
NUI Galway
which is
utilising
participatory
methods with
children and
young people.
Children’s
views on
service
provision are
routinely
collected
through Tell us
at Tusla and
through the
Meitheal
feedback
form.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G15.8 Enhanced national
capacity
to
drive
improvements across Tusla
and partner agencies.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Seed funding
Projects rolled
out
nationwide.
34 Trained
Links created with Children Trainers on
and
Young
Peoples Child and
Participation Hub
Youth
Participation
Training now
All Tusla job descriptions will
delivering
emphasise the importance of
training to
child participation
Tusla staff and
partners
nationally.
A child and
youth
participation
toolkit to
promote good
participatory
practice has
been
developed and
is available in
hard and soft
copy.
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Child and
Youth
Participation
Training is
being rolled
out
nationwide
across Tusla
and agency
partners.

Child
Participation
in Job
descriptions
in
development

.....

Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G16.10 Appropriate individual
structures and practice in
place, ensuring that the views
of children are taken into
consideration
in
all
assessments, case conference
reports, court applications and
care plan meetings

G18 Create mechanisms to
provide children with the
opportunity to be heard in
judicial proceedings
affecting them, including
through independent
representatives where
appropriate.

TUSLA
(Partner)
DJE
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Social workers
are attending
child and
youth
participation
training.
Me and My
Conference is
a child friendly
Further develop guidelines on explanation of
how children should be the case
consulted about their care.
conference
process in
place in some
Areas.
*G18.2
A
service-level
agreement with Empowering
People in Care (EPIC) has been
agreed to make children in
detention aware of their rights
and their right to make a
complaint. This will be
developed and implemented in
2015.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

G19 Facilitate children and
young people in care to
have meaningful
participation in their care
planning and decisionmaking.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G19.1 Appropriate individual
structures and practice in
place, ensuring that the views
of children are taken into
consideration
in
all
assessments, case conference
reports, court applications and
care plan meetings

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Children and
Young People
supported the
development
of TATIC
material for
care planning
in partnership
with TUSLA
Further develop guidelines on and DCYA.
how children should be This material is
consulted about their care.
used
nationally.
All policy
development
and
implementatio
n of same
focuses on
young people
and young
adults in
aftercare
participating
in their
planning and
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The review of
the National
leaving and
Aftercare
Policy
The
development
of a handbook
for staff to
support the
development
of
permanency
for children in
care
The
development
of an Access
and Contact
Policy for
children in
care.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and
Partners

Commitment for 2016

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces
provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
decisions
about their
lives

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)
DCYA
(Lead)

G21.8 Through the Children
and
Young
People’s
Participation Hub, the DCYA [in
collaboration
with
other
government departments and
agencies]
will
form
partnerships with third-level
and
adult
education
institutions
to
oversee
development of education and
training on children’s right to
participation in decisionmaking for professionals who
work with and on behalf of
children and young people.
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Did this initiative involve seldom
heard* children and young
people? Please provide details
below
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