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This Guide will give you all the information you need to know about Dáil na 

nÓg 2017 such as what will happen on the day, what our theme for this 

year is, what we will be talking about under that theme, and what happens 

afterwards.  

 

It promises to be a fantastic event and we look forward to seeing you 

there.  

Delegate Guide to the event:   

Dáil na nÓg 2017  
 

 

Croke Park, 06.12.2017 

 

 

Inside you will find information on:  
 

* What is Dáil na nÓg?  

* How it works & what to expect  

* Workshop session  

* Discussion guide on the theme  

* Social media & photos  

* What happens afterwards  

Important things to remember!  

¶ Everyoneõs voice should be heard 

¶ There are no right or wrong answers  
  

¶ Respect each other  

¶ Listen to everyone  

¶ Encourage other people in your group  

¶ Have fun!!! 
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Section 1: Dáil na nÓg and how it works  
 

§ What is Dáil na nÓg?  - P3 

§ Why is my job as a delegate important?  - P3 

§ What will we be talking about?  - P4 

§ What will happen at the workshop session?  - P5 
 

Section 2: Workshop Discussions  

§ Topics for discussion ñP6-7 

§ What happens at the workshop session? -P6 

§ How will the discussions work ñP7 

§ Discussion guideñp8-9 

§ Workshop zones and workshop materials ñp10-11 

§ Voting: what will we be voting on?  P12  
 

Section 3: Questions & Answers Session  

¶ Whatõs the Q&A all about? -P13 
 

Section 4: Dáil na nÓg 2015 ñthe outcome  

¶ Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2016 -17  - p14 

¶ ôSo, how was school today?õ surveyñp 15 
 

Section 5: Dáil na nÓg Steering Committee 2017  

§ Meet the 2017 Steering Committee ñ p16 
 

 

Section 6: Social media, photos and food ñP17 

 

Back page: Agenda 2017  

  *a more detailed agenda will be available on the day  

Contents  
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What is Dáil na nÓg?  
 

§ Dáil na nÓg is the National Youth Parliament of Ireland for 12 -17 year olds.  
 

§ 200 young people are elected to Dáil na nÓg through their local Comhairle na nÓg  
 

§ Dáil na nÓg 2017 will be formally opened by Dr Katherine Zappone , Minister for     
Children and Youth Affairs.  

 

§ Dáil na nÓg 2017 will be chaired by two members of the outgoing National             
Executive: Luke Casserly, Longford Comhairle na nÓg, & Megan Skinnader, Donegal 
Comhairle na nÓg 

 

§ Delegates will work in discussion groups and there will also be a Questions and       
Answers session with important decision -makers relevant to your theme for the day  

 

§ During the day the delegates will talk about the issues that affect the lives of young 
people and what changes need to happen to make things better.  

 As a Dail na nÓg delegate 2017 you have the opportunity to have your say,        

representing other young people in your area, on the chosen theme for the day ñsee 

next page for more information on this.  

The 200 delegates at Dail na nÓg will have the opportunity to vote on the key topic 

within this theme which will provide a work -plan for the incoming National Executive 

2018-19.  As a delegate you are not only representing yourself but also other young  

people from your area. Your job is very important!  

Section 1: How it works  

Why is my job as a delegate important?  

Page 3 

Department of Children & Youth Affairs  
(DCYA)  is responsible for and funds Dáil na nÓg  

 

Youth Work Ireland and Foróige organise  
Dáil na nÓg on behalf of,                                          

and in cooperation with. DCYA  
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Dáil na nÓg 2017  
 

Dáil na nÓg will take place on Wednesday 6th December in 
Croke Park Stadium, Dublin 1  www.crokepark.ie    

The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2017 is:  

This was the majority vote by 325 Comhairle members from 21 Comhairlí from all 
over the country on the four proposed themes - the  others were Young People 
and Civic Engagement, Healthy Lifestyle and Transport, in 2nd, 3rd and 4th places     
respectively.  
 

The four themes were selected by the young people on the Dáil na nÓg Steering 
Committee (see page 14). They came up with four overarching suggestions based 
on the current topics being worked on by the 31 Comhairlí. These suggestions 
were put to a vote nationwide by Comhairle members and the winning theme was                         
overwhelmingly ôEqualityõ.  

The young people on the Steering Committee took part in a workshop on the                
proposed methodology in August 2017. They were asked to brainstorm the            
experience by young people of equality in relation to the setting in which they 
live. They came up with five settings, which will be the five areas for discussion 
at the tables on the day. The settings you will be working on are as follows:  
 

§ School 

§ Home / community  

§ Online 

§ Public Services  

§ Sport / leisure  

 

Equality: ôin all fairness...õ 

 

What will we be 
talking about?  

http://www.crokepark.ie
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Group discussions:  
 

During Dail na nÓg you will be asked to discuss the theme of Equality  with 
other young people in the room. There will be 21 round tables (one Irish -
speaking table) with approximately 10 young people at each. Each discussion 
group will be facilitated by young people from the outgoing Comhairle na 
nÓg National Executive and co -facilitated by an accompanying adult.   
 

You will find a discussion guide on the theme and the five settings on pages 
8-9 and more detailed information on workshops on pages 6 -11 of this Guide.  
 

After the discussions, you will have the opportunity to vote on the five    
settings and to choose your top one. Votes will take place by  private ballot. 
All 200 votes will be counted and the key emerging topic will form the           
basis of the work of the incoming Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 
2018-19.   

 

What will happen at the workshop session?  
Page 5 

Page 5 
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Section 2:   

Workshop discussions  

DÁIL  NA NÓG 2017   
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WHAT HAPPENS AT THE WORKSHOP SESSION?  
 

* You will have the opportunity to discuss the theme of Equality: ôin 
all fairnessõé under each of the five settings mentioned above. 
Your first workshop topic will be randomly allocated prior to the 
event.  

* At registration you will receive your name badge which will be 
colour - coded according to the workshop zone and will also have 
your first table number. This will be the main table at which you 
will remain for the majority of the event ñsee page 8.  

* Workshop discussions start at 11:15 ñyou should be seated at 
your allocated table at this point.  

* After 20 minutes discussing the first setting in detail, you will 
then move on the next one at a different table for 10 minutes.  

* You will move four times in total.  

* At each new table you will have the opportunity to read what the 
previous group have written and to add any new points you think 
are important.  

* Delegates at the Irish -speaking table do not have to move. They 
will work at five separate tablemats at the same table.  

Five topics for discussion:  

  
SCHOOL 

  
ONLINE  

  HOME / 
COMMUNITY  

  SPORT / 
LEISURE  

  PUBLIC 
SERVICES  
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HOW WILL THE DISCUSSIONS WORK?  
 

* Each table will have a large colourful tablemat (image on page 11) 
for you to write or illustrate your ideas upon  

* Each tablemat will have two questions:  

Ý   Q1:What are the equality issues in this place?  

Ý   Q2:What needs to be done to improve equality in this place?  
 

After lunch, you will return to your original table to vote by sticky -dot 
on the two questions above. You will receive six sticky dots (three per 
question) to prioritise what you think are the top three issues and 
the top three suggestions in relation to this question.  

 

This information is really important as it will go into the official      
report from the workshop sessions, which in turn will be used to       
inform the work -plan for the incoming National Executive. They will be 
working on the topic / setting voted upon by you and your fellow           
delegates from Dail na nÓg 2017 for the duration of their term so it 
will be useful for them to see what you all felt were the key priorities 
on this topic.  


