Dáil na nÓg 2017
Croke Park, 06.12.2017
Delegate Guide to the event:
This Guide will give you all the information you need to know about Dáil na
nÓg 2017 such as what will happen on the day, what our theme for this
year is, what we will be talking about under that theme, and what happens
afterwards.
It promises to be a fantastic event and we look forward to seeing you
there.
Inside you will find information on:

Important things to remember!
• Everyone’s voice should be heard
• There are no right or wrong answers
• Respect each other
• Listen to everyone
• Encourage other people in your group
• Have fun!!!
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Workshop session
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What happens afterwards
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Section 1: How it works
What is Dáil na nÓg?


Dáil na nÓg is the National Youth Parliament of Ireland for 12-17 year olds.



200 young people are elected to Dáil na nÓg through their local Comhairle na nÓg



Dáil na nÓg 2017 will be formally opened by Dr Katherine Zappone, Minister for
Children and Youth Affairs.



Dáil na nÓg 2017 will be chaired by two members of the outgoing National
Executive: Luke Casserly, Longford Comhairle na nÓg, & Megan Skinnader, Donegal
Comhairle na nÓg



Delegates will work in discussion groups and there will also be a Questions and
Answers session with important decision-makers relevant to your theme for the day



During the day the delegates will talk about the issues that affect the lives of young
people and what changes need to happen to make things better.

Department of Children & Youth Affairs
(DCYA) is responsible for and funds Dáil na nÓg
Youth Work Ireland and Foróige organise
Dáil na nÓg on behalf of,
and in cooperation with. DCYA

Why is my job as a delegate important?
As a Dail na nÓg delegate 2017 you have the opportunity to have your say,
representing other young people in your area, on the chosen theme for the day—see
next page for more information on this.
The 200 delegates at Dail na nÓg will have the opportunity to vote on the key topic
within this theme which will provide a work-plan for the incoming National Executive
2018-19. As a delegate you are not only representing yourself but also other young
people from your area. Your job is very important!
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Dáil na nÓg 2017
Dáil na nÓg will take place on Wednesday 6th December in
Croke Park Stadium, Dublin 1 www.crokepark.ie

What will we be
talking about?

The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2017 is:
Equality: ‘in all fairness...’
This was the majority vote by 325 Comhairle members from 21 Comhairlí from all
over the country on the four proposed themes - the others were Young People
and Civic Engagement, Healthy Lifestyle and Transport, in 2nd, 3rd and 4th places
respectively.
The four themes were selected by the young people on the Dáil na nÓg Steering
Committee (see page 14). They came up with four overarching suggestions based
on the current topics being worked on by the 31 Comhairlí. These suggestions
were put to a vote nationwide by Comhairle members and the winning theme was
overwhelmingly ‘Equality’.
The young people on the Steering Committee took part in a workshop on the
proposed methodology in August 2017. They were asked to brainstorm the
experience by young people of equality in relation to the setting in which they
live. They came up with five settings, which will be the five areas for discussion
at the tables on the day. The settings you will be working on are as follows:


School



Home / community



Online



Public Services



Sport / leisure
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What will happen at the workshop session?

Page 5

Group discussions:
During Dail na nÓg you will be asked to discuss the theme of Equality with
other young people in the room. There will be 21 round tables (one Irishspeaking table) with approximately 10 young people at each. Each discussion
group will be facilitated by young people from the outgoing Comhairle na
nÓg National Executive and co-facilitated by an accompanying adult.
You will find a discussion guide on the theme and the five settings on pages
8-9 and more detailed information on workshops on pages 6-11 of this Guide.
After the discussions, you will have the opportunity to vote on the five
settings and to choose your top one. Votes will take place by private ballot.
All 200 votes will be counted and the key emerging topic will form the
basis of the work of the incoming Comhairle na nÓg National Executive
2018-19.
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Section 2:
Workshop discussions
HOME /
COMMUNITY

SCHOOL

PUBLIC
SERVICES

Five topics for discussion:
SPORT /
LEISURE

ONLINE

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE WORKSHOP SESSION?













You will have the opportunity to discuss the theme of Equality: ‘in
all fairness’… under each of the five settings mentioned above.
Your first workshop topic will be randomly allocated prior to the
event.
At registration you will receive your name badge which will be
colour-coded according to the workshop zone and will also have
your first table number. This will be the main table at which you
will remain for the majority of the event—see page 8.
Workshop discussions start at 11:15—you should be seated at
your allocated table at this point.

After 20 minutes discussing the first setting in detail, you will
then move on the next one at a different table for 10 minutes.
You will move four times in total.
At each new table you will have the opportunity to read what the
previous group have written and to add any new points you think
are important.
Delegates at the Irish-speaking table do not have to move. They
will work at five separate tablemats at the same table.
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HOW WILL THE DISCUSSIONS WORK?




Each table will have a large colourful tablemat (image on page 11)
for you to write or illustrate your ideas upon
Each tablemat will have two questions:



Q1:What are the equality issues in this place?



Q2:What needs to be done to improve equality in this place?

After lunch, you will return to your original table to vote by sticky-dot
on the two questions above. You will receive six sticky dots (three per
question) to prioritise what you think are the top three issues and
the top three suggestions in relation to this question.
This information is really important as it will go into the official
report from the workshop sessions, which in turn will be used to
inform the work-plan for the incoming National Executive. They will be
working on the topic / setting voted upon by you and your fellow
delegates from Dail na nÓg 2017 for the duration of their term so it
will be useful for them to see what you all felt were the key priorities
on this topic.
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Section 2:
Workshop discussions
Discussion guide on the theme
Equality: ‘in all fairness…’
At Dáil na nÓg this year we will be discussing the topic of equality.
Delegates will have the opportunity to look at this topic, thinking
about the places where young people live their lives and if they experience equality in that place. All delegates will have an opportunity to
contribute to discussions on all of the settings listed below.

School

– this is the place that the majority of
people spend a
large amount of time. What is your experience of equality in school
for you and for your fellow students?

Home/Community

– home has come to mean very different
things for people in Ireland today. When we consider the life
experience of all young people, what are the equality issues we
associate with home? Thinking of our communities and how they may
have changed, what are the equality issues that now exist?

Online

– we increasingly spend more of our life online. What are the
equality issues that we experience on-line? Consideration can be given
to internet access in addition to the actual experience of operating
online and on social media.
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Discussion guide on the theme
Equality: ‘in all fairness…’

Public Services

– There are so many different public services:
health, education, libraries, transport, parks, policing, social welfare, postal,
broadcasting, telecommunications, environmental, military, courts, planning,
as well as electricity, water & waste management services. There is a lot to
be discussed at this table.

Sport/Leisure

– think about how you spend your spare time be it in
the arts, sports or other youth activities. What do you do for leisure? Do
young people experience equality in their leisure time?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Before the event you might want to discuss the topic with your fellow
Comhairle members to get their perspective on the issues that arise for
young people in these places. We ask you to consider what issues might
arise for young people. Please remember that there are no wrong answers
to the questions; there are your answers which is what we want to hear.
The findings of our discussions on the day will be the basis for the work of
the new National Executive.
We look forward to hearing all you have to tell us about young people’s
experiences of equality and ideas to bring about change.
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Section 2:
Workshop discussions
TABLE
1

Here is an example of a workshop zone.
Each zone will have five tables (with the
exception of the Irish-zone) and will be
colour-coded. If, for example, your name
badge is green with table number 2 on it,
this is the table you will start the
workshop session at.

TABLE
2

TABLE
3

TABLE
5

Each of the five tables will be working on a
different setting at any one time.

TABLE
4



School



Home/Community



Online



Public Services



Sport/Leisure

After twenty minutes you
table 3, after ten minutes
move to table 4 and so on.
back to your original table
for the sticky-dot vote.
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The setting / topic will be
written here on the day
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VOTING:
After lunch you will have the opportunity to vote on the 5 key
settings that you had been working on at the workshop sessions.


School



Home/Community



Online



Public Services



Sport/Leisure









The five options above will be displayed on a big screen in your
workshop room with a number 1-5 beside each one. Each of you
will be given one voting card with the five options displayed on
it and a box to tick beside each one.
The young person ticks the box of the topic they want to vote
for. It is very important that you only tick one box (if more
than one is ticked – it is a spoiled vote and won’t be counted
There will be four voting stations in each of the two workshop
rooms. Voting will take place by private ballot.
The result of the vote will be announced in the main Plenary
room at 14:50pm.
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Section 3:
Questions & Answers Session:
What’s the Q&A all about?











At the Q&A session, a panel will be in place to answer your
questions about the theme ‘Equality: ’in all fairness…’ in the context
of the five different settings you have been working on.
The panel will be made up of relevant decision makers in the field
of equality.
Each table will come up with one question to pose to the panel.
The question should be written out twice: one for the table and one
for the panel, on a coloured card with your table number on the
back.
Your questions will be written on the cards by your facilitator and
passed on to the panel for deliberation in advance of the Q&A
session at 14:55pm.
Each table must select the person who will be responsible for
asking the question of the panel. Their name and Comhairle should
be written on the back of the card beside the table number.

Page 13
13

Section 4:
Dail na nÓg 2015—the outcome
What happened afterwards?
The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2015 was ‘young people need a stronger voice in
their education and school’. ‘What happens in the classroom’ was voted on
by all 200 delegates as a priority topic to be worked on by the incoming
Comhairle na nÓg National Executive. They commenced their two-year
term in January 2016. And here they are!

They decided that a nationwide survey would be a good place to start
in getting to the bottom of what the key issues and challenges are for
young people in the secondary school education system, and what
changes are necessary to make the classroom experience more effective and more enjoyable. They wanted to discover how young people in
Ireland feel about their classroom experience. They came up with the
survey title, So, how was school today? with the tagline “This survey
allows young people to say what they think about the way they are
taught and how they learn’.
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3,242

young people took part in the survey at Comhairle

na nÓg AGMs in October and November 2016—a huge number of
respondents – and is one of the most significant surveys carried out to
date in relation to young people’s educational experiences.
The report on the survey results was launched at Firhouse Community
College on Monday 6th November by Minister for Education Richard
Bruton & Minister for Children & Youth Affairs Katherine Zappone —
you can download the full report here, or read the youth-friendly
poster version which captures all the key findings.
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/national-executive/2016-17/launch-ofso-how-was-school-today-survey-report/
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Section 5:
Dáil na nÓg 2017 Steering Committee

A Dáil na nÓg steering committee was established in June 2017,
made up of Comhairle members and a coordinator from the following
Comhairlí: Kerry, Limerick and Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown. They have
been involved in all aspects of the planning for the event from the
very beginning and were consulted on for all areas including theme
selection, merchandise, promotion and publications, facilitators,
social media and food. The Comhairle members also took part in a
pilot to pin down a workshop methodology for the day.
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown:

Kerry:

Limerick:

Coordinator: Liz Devlin

Coordinator: Jillian Carroll

Coordinator: John Real

Comhairle members:

Comhairle members:

Comhairle members:

Alannah Morton

Barry Sugrue

Mary-Kate Carolan

Ross Beatty

Conor Horgan

Lakeisha Lazo

Victoria Hastings

Gabrielle O’Brien

Tinvola Johnson

Megan O’Sullivan
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Social media and website info:
We hope you will join in the social media fun on the day—the hashtag
will be #dailnanog so please tweet about your experience during the
day, on the way to Croke Park and on the bus on the way home. We
want to get our hashtag trending by the end of the day.
However we would ask you to be mindful and please use social media
responsibly. Misuse or abuse of social media can cause significant
injury to third parties and can also impact negatively on the reputation
of Comhairle na nÓg so please THINK BEFORE YOU TWEET!
All the photos from the day can be viewed on the website after the
event:
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog/ and also on social
media
Comhairle na nÓg

@ComhairleNaNog1

comhairlenanog

And last but not least—food—the most important part of the day, some
might say. This is what will be on offer for you at Dáil na nÓg this year:

Food:
Tea, coffee, cordial and
pastries will be available to
all on arrival from 9:30.

Lasagne, chips and coleslaw
Chicken curry and rice
Vegetarian / vegan option

Lunch will be served at 12:30

Gluten-free options available
All special dietary requirements will be
catered for also
Page 17
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From 09:30 Arrival and registration of delegates
10:40

Opening Ceremony—Hogan Suite
Report & video of work of Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2016-17
Opening address: Dr Katherine Zappone, T.D., Minister for Children and
Youth Affairs

11:15

Workshop discussions – including world café moves to each topic
Hogan Mezzanine, Level 4

12:30

LUNCH

13:30

Participants return to original discussion tables
Sticky dot voting on priority topics

13:45

Development of questions for the Q&A session

14:00

Final vote

14:30

Plenary session commences - Hogan Suite

14:50

Results of the voting

14:55

Address by David Stanton, T.D., Minister of State for Equality,
Immigration & Integration

15:00

Q&A session
Chair: Dr Fergal Lynch, Secretary General, Department of Children and
Youth Affairs

16:00

Evaluation and Closing remarks

It is up to YOU to make the best of Dáil na nÓg. We hope it gives you a chance to
have your voice heard, but we also hope that you will enjoy the day, meet new

friends and have fun!
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