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Dáil na nÓg 2015
Dáil na nÓg, the National Youth Parliament of Ireland, took place in Croke Park in
Dublin on the 27th November 2015. 200 young delegates from 29 of the 31 Comhairlí
na nÓg from around the country attended the 12th session of Dáil na nÓg. Dáil na nÓg
is funded and overseen by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.

The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2015 was:
‘Young people need a stronger voice in their education and school’.


The most important parts of the day were the workshop discussions and voting on
the four topics of greatest importance to the delegates. More information about
the workshop discussions and voting is on pages 6-8.



This was followed by a Questions & Answers session with a panel of experts from
the education sector.



The delegates were also shown a DVD presenting the work of the outgoing
National Executive 2014-15 highlighting their very successful mental health campaign: ‘Let’s Go Mental: do something for your mental health today’
Dáil na nÓg 2015 was chaired by:
Niamh Tubridy
Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2014-15,
representing Westmeath
John Sutton
Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2014-15,
representing Carlow
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Opening Ceremony
Dáil na nÓg 2015 started with a bang at 10:35 with a fantastic group of drummers
who lead the delegates to the opening ceremony in the Hogan Suite.
The two chairpersons for the day, Niamh Tubridy, Westmeath Comhairle, and John
Sutton, Carlow Comhairle, kicked off proceedings by introducing themselves, and
briefly explaining what was going to happen at the workshop session and what
delegates would be voting on in the afternoon.
As representatives of the 2014-15 Comhairle na nÓg National Executive, they
spoke about their experience of being on the National Executive and about the
recommendation from Dáil na nÓg 2013 which was to host ‘a national gathering
for second-level students, with music and events, to improve attitudes towards
mental health’. This took the form of the hugely successful Let’s Go Mental
campaign, which you can read more about here:
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/national-executive/our-work-to-date/lets-go-mental/

The delegates were then treated to the wonderful Let’s Go Mental launch video,
highlighting the culmination of all their hard work since Dáil na nÓg 2013.

‘We were really lucky to work on
such a brilliant project with such
a great bunch of people’

‘We had an absolute blast
and made some friends
for life’

Page 4

DELEGATE REPORT 2015

4

Page 5

Opening Address by Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
Dr James Reilly TD, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, officially opened Dáil
na nÓg and addressed the delegates with the following words: “I am delighted to
welcome you to Croke Park for Dáil na nÓg 2015. Thank you for travelling from all
around the country to represent your local Comhairle to discuss ‘the need for young
people to have a stronger voice in their education and schools’.
The Minister went on to say: “Comhairle na nÓg is a great success story and is
growing from strength to strength every year. It is the recognised national
structure for giving a voice to children and young people at local level. You are
telling us decision-makers that the issues you care about are education, mental
health, bullying, facilities for young people, transport and many others. You are
coming up with solutions that only young people themselves could dream of. Your
energy, enthusiasm and commitment are infectious and I always immensely enjoy
meeting young Comhairle members”.
“We liked the workshops.
And the music. And the
Let’s Go Mental slideshow”

“I liked meeting
other Comhairles”

Minister Reilly with members of Wexford Comhairle na nÓg

He finished up with some very positive news for Comhairle members, in particular
those who were considering putting themselves forward to be on the National
Executive… “I am pleased to announce that from this year onwards, whatever
Department is responsible for the topic under discussion at future sessions of Dáil
na nÓg will have their Minister in attendance and will support the work of the
Comhairle na nÓg National Executive”.
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Workshop Discussions:
The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2015 was ‘Young people need a stronger voice in their
education and school’. This theme was voted as the top priority by 400 young people
at the Comhairle na nÓg Showcase 2014 .
Delegates at Dáil na nÓg were asked to discuss this theme at 21 round tables,
including an Irish-speaking table, with approximately 10 young people and one adult
facilitator at each. There were four topics for discussion on the day under this
theme: Subject Choice, Transition Year, What happens in the classroom, and
Uniforms and Personal Appearance.



Subject Choice



Transition Year



What happens in the classroom



Uniforms and personal appearance



Each delegate had the opportunity to discuss each of the four topics
commencing with 30 minutes on their first topic.



Table-sized placemats (see image on page 7) were used to discuss and write
ideas on the topics at each table.



After thirty minutes discussing the first topic in detail, delegates then moved
on the next topic at a different table for 10 minutes, moving three times in
total.



At each new table, delegates had the opportunity to read what the previous
group had written, and to add any new points they considered important.
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Workshop Discussions:


Each table had a large colourful placemat for delegates to write or illustrate
their ideas upon



Each placemat had three questions:



Q1: Explain more about this topic



Q2: What would you like to see changed?



Q3: How would you know that it has been changed?

“I felt people cared
about what I had to
say”



After lunch, delegates returned to their original table to vote by sticky-dot
on Question 2 – What would you like to see changed? They received three
sticky dots to prioritise what they thought were the top three suggestions in
relation to this question.



This information was really important as it is being included in the official
report from the workshop sessions, which in turn is being used to inform the
work-plan for the new National Executive 2016-17. For more information on
this, see pages 11-12.
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After lunch, all 200 delegates had the
opportunity to vote on the topic they felt was
most important out of the four. This topic will
form the basis of the work-plan for the newly
elected National Executive 2016-17.

And the winning topic is:
‘What Happens in the Classroom’
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Address from Jan O’Sullivan TD, Minister for Education & Skills
“As Minister for Education & Skills, I am conscious
that we need to hear the voice of students in a
systematic way. We need your views to influence
the education system, to improve it, and to adapt it
for new ways of learning”….
“Young people are key stakeholders in the education
system. We need your views. We need to learn
about your experience of being a student in the
classroom. We need to know what you think should
be changed”…….

Questions & Answers Session:
The Questions & Answers (Q&A) session offered the young people the opportunity
to ask questions of a number of experts from government and from the education
sector. This year, the panel was made up of:


Jan O’Sullivan, TD, Minister for Education & Skills



Clive Byrne, Director, National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals



Dr. Alan Wall, Assistant Secretary, Department of Education & Skills



Dr Domhall Fleming, Senior Inspectorate with Department of Education &
Skills

The session was chaired by Bernie McNally, Assistant Secretary, Department of
Children and Youth Affairs.

Page 9
9

What we liked about the Q&A

“... getting the opportunity to ask
decision-makers questions directly”
“Minister being there”

“ ... using our voices to question
the education experts”

Page 10

DELEGATE REPORT 2015

10

Page 11

Dail na nÓg 2015
What happens next?
A report of the workshop discussions at Dáil na nÓg 2015 provides an analysis of all
the material from the 21 placemats from the workshop sessions under the four
priority themes. This report is available on the Dáil na nÓg page of the website.
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog-2015/
The top-voted topic What Happens in the Classroom will provide the work-plan for
the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2016-17. Below is a list of some key issues
which delegates identified as important about this topic:


Teacher behaviour



Discipline in the classroom



How students are treated in the classroom



Students having a voice in the classroom



Large class sizes



Teaching methods
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The task for the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2016-17
The National Executive will be supported by the Department of Children and Youth
Affairs and the Department of Education & Skills to implement the changes
recommended by the young people at the workshop discussions at Dáil na nÓg.
When asked ‘how would you know that what happens in the classroom has
changed?’, delegates at Dáil na nÓg made the following suggestions:


Teachers would use new teaching methods



Students would be happier and feel less stressed



Teachers would put less pressure on students, i.e. less homework



Students would have a proper say in the classroom



Students would be surveyed to see are they happier in the classroom



Student councils would have a stronger voice



Classes would be more interactive and enjoyable



Students would get better results



Teachers would be aware of what is going on in other subjects



Class sizes would be reduced



Teachers would be more organised and motivated



Teachers would have better control in the classroom and spend less time on discipline



Students would evaluate teachers



Relationships between teachers and students would improve and there would be
less conflict in the classroom



Unprofessional teachers would have to retrain



Students’ mental health would improve
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Meet the new National Executive group

Carlow:

Gráinne Hickey

Limerick

Bethany Hanrahan

Cavan:

Megan McIntyre

Longford:

Luke Casserly

Clare:

David Dyksy

Louth:

Katie McGuinness

Cork City:

Hugh Fitzgerald

Mayo:

Rebecca Kelly

Cork County:

Brigid O’Sullivan

Meath:

Tiernan Murray

Donegal:

Megan Skinnader

Monaghan:

Seán McCleary

Dublin City:

Oscar Despard

Offaly:

Denis Holton

Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown

TBC

Roscommon:

Emily Conlon

Fingal:

Kate Lehane

Sligo:

Kate Lancaster-Ryan

Galway City:

Hubert Matuszewski

South Dublin:

Kayla O’Hara

Galway County:

Regan Maher

Tipperary:

Rosie Mai Fitzgerald

Kerry:

Barry Sugrue

Waterford:

Craig Smith

Kildare:

Cian McKeon

Westmeath:

Emily Bollard

Kilkenny:

TBC

Wexford:

Sophie O’Connor

Laois:

Niamh Bakker

Wicklow:

Ellen McGrath

Leitrim:

Aoibhínn Callaghan
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Evaluation of Dáil na nÓg 2015
Of the 200 young people participating at Dáil na nÓg 2013, 162 evaluations were
collected. Below are the results of the evaluation, based on a Scale of 1-4.
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The Good Stuff
From the delegates of Dáil na nÓg 2015
“Having my voice heard and comparing mine to others”
“Important topics were definitely discussed”
“Having a say”
“Food, people and music. Having our opinions heard”
“Everyone listened and I did likewise”…
“Getting to hear the Q&A and have a chance to ask a question we feel is
important”
“Being able to hear what the ministers and their colleagues think about
our ideas and needs”
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Dail na nÓg 2015 pics by Comhairle
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Department of Children and Youth Affairs
43-49 Mespil Road
Dublin 4
Tel: +353 1 6473000
E-mail: citizenparticipation@dcya.gov.ie
Web: www.dcya.ie

‘be part of it’
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