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Section 1: Introduction
What is Dáil na nÓg?


Dáil na nÓg is the National Youth Parliament of Ireland for 12-17 year olds.



200 young people are elected to Dáil na nÓg through their local Comhairle na nÓg



Dáil na nÓg 2015 will be formally opened by Dr James Reilly, TD, Minister for
Children and Youth Affairs.



Jan O’Sullivan, TD, Minister for Education and Skills, will also address delegates
in the afternoon and take part in the Questions and Answers session,



Dáil na nÓg 2015 will be chaired by two members of the outgoing National
Executive: Niamh Tubridy, Westmeath Comhairle na nÓg & John Sutton, Carlow
Comhairle na nÓg



Delegates will work in discussion groups and there will also be a Questions and
Answers session with important decision-makers relevant to your theme for the
day



During the day the delegates will talk about the issues that affect the lives of
young people and what changes need to happen to make things better.



The Department of Children & Youth Affairs
(DCYA) is responsible for and funds Dáil na nÓg



Youth Work Ireland and Foróige organise Dáil na
nÓg on behalf of, and in cooperation with, DCYA
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Dáil na nÓg 2015
Dáil na nÓg will take place on Friday, 27th November 2015 in Hogan Suite,
Croke Park Stadium, Dublin 1 www.crokepark.ie
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What will the delegates be talking about?
The theme for Dáil na nÓg 2015 is:
‘The need for young people to have a stronger voice in their education and
school’

This theme came out of workshop discussions at the Comhairle
Showcase 2014 in which over 400 young people voted on the areas of
their lives in which they least had a say. Education and School came out
on top.
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Agenda
From 09:30

Arrival and registration of delegates

10:35

Drummers lead delegates to opening ceremony

10:45

Opening Ceremony
Video and work of Comhairle na nÓg National Exective 2014-2015
Opening address: Dr. James Reilly, TD, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs

11:15

Workshop discussions – including world café moves to each theme

12:30

LUNCH

13:30

Participants return to original discussion tables
Sticky dot voting on priority topics

13:45

Development of questions for the Q&A session

14:00

Voting on four themes (at same time, panel meets upstairs to review questions)

14:30

Photomontage: Let’s Go Mental events throughout the country

14:40

Information on the role ofthe incoming Comhairle na nÓg National Executive
2016-17

14:50

Results of the voting

14:55

Brief address: Jan O'Sullivan TD, Minister for Education and Skills

15:00

Questions and Answers session
Bernie McNally, Assistant Secretary, Department of Children and Youth Affairs

Panel:
Jan O’Sullivan, TD, Minister for Education and Skills
Gary Ó Donnchadha, Assistant Secretary, Curriculum, Assessment and Teacher
Education Division, Department of Education and Skills
Clive Byrne, Director, National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals
16:00

Evaluation and Closing remarks
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Section 2:
Roles & Responsibilities of
Comhairle Organisers
IN ADVANCE OF THE EVENT:
Comhairle organisers play a key role in the participation of young people in the
event by undertaking various activities in a timely manner. We greatly appreciate
the efforts Comhairle organisers make to send the required information to the
Dáil na nÓg team by the dates requested as this is a very important step in
ensuring the smooth running of the event.
Comhairle organisers are responsible for the following in the lead-up:

Delegate Selection Process:
A specific number of young people from each Comhairle na nÓg can attend the
national Dáil na nÓg event. These people are elected / selected to represent
their Comhairle in advance of the event. See details on the number of
delegates allocated to each Comhairle for 2015 on page 9.

Comhairle Organisers need to:






Organise the election of the allocated number of members from their
Comhairle to be delegates at Dáil na nÓg 2015 in time for the deadline. Elections should be democratic, fair and ensure a gender and age mix where possible.
Delegate Nomination Forms should be filled in by the coordinator for each
young person attending and be returned to Karyn Farrell in Youth Work
Ireland by the deadline: Friday 6th November 2015. These should include
name and details of each person from their Comhairle who is attending Dáil
na nÓg. A copy of this form is attached as an addendum to this guide.
Give the selected delegates a Dáil an nÓg 2015 Parental Consent Form and a
Young Person’s Assent Form. These MUST be completed in advance of the
event and returned to Karyn Farrell by Friday 13th November 2015. A copy
of this form is also attached as an addendum to this Guide.

NB: Copies of all three forms will also be available for download from the website
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog-2015/
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#dailnanog
AT THE EVENT: RESPONSIBILITIES ON THE DAY
Dáil na nÓg will kick off at 10.35 on Friday 27th November, with registration
taking place from 9:30 onwards. It will run until 16:00. It is very important that
all delegates stay until the end of the day to get the most from the event. The
final part of the day is the Questions and Answers session and it can be very
disruptive to other delegates when people leave early.
We would request, where possible, that transport arrangements should take this
end-time into account to minimise disruption.

The Croke Park Conference Centre is in the Hogan Stand part of the stadium and
the entrance is from Jones Road, directly opposite the Croke Park Hotel
(formerly Jury’s Croke Park Hotel). (A map giving directions to Croke Park is at
the back of this Guide).

Chairpersons at Dáil na nÓg
The Dáil na nÓg event is chaired by two young people every year. This year’s
chairpersons were elected at the final meeting of the outgoing National Executive
2014-15 and are as follows:
John Sutton, Carlow Comhairle na nÓg
Niamh Tubridy, Westmeath Comhairle na nÓg

Page 7
7

Election / selection of your National Executive member:
What is the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive:
The Comhairle na nÓg National Executive is made up of 31 young people
comprising one representative from each Comhairle na nÓg
They are tasked with following up on the recommendations from Dail na nÓg
and aim to make changes for young people in that area.
The 2016 – 2017 Comhairle na nÓg National Executive will be working on an
element of the following theme: ‘The need for young people to have a stronger
voice in their education and school’ which will be decided on at Dail na nÓg 2015

When should the National Executive member be selected / elected?
After Dail na nÓg 2015 on 27th November.

After Dáil na nÓg:
Comhairle organisers need to organise the election of a representative AND a
reserve representative from their Comhairle to be part of the new Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive, Details of your new representative should be sent
on to Karyn Farrell by mid-December 2015 to allow for information packs to be
circulated in advance of their term. All delegates should be in place for the
beginning of their term in January 2016.
We have put together a more comprehensive document on the selection /
election process for your interest and convenience. This document has been
attached as an addendum to this guide and will give you some guidance as to
updated eligibility criteria, as well as time-commitment information, and
responsibilities of the National Executive member.
It is also available for download from the website:
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog-2015/
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Section 3:
Delegate Allocations per Comhairle
Carlow

5

Leitrim

5

Cavan

6

Limerick

10

Clare

5

Longford

5

Cork City

5

Louth

7

Cork County

7

Mayo

9

Donegal

8

Meath

6

Dublin City

12

Monaghan

5

Dublin South

5

Offaly

5

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown

7

Roscommon

5

Fingal

6

Sligo

5

Galway City

5

Tipperary

10

Galway County

11

Waterford

11

Kerry

8

Westmeath

6

Kildare

7

Wexford

5

Kilkenny

5

Wicklow

6

Laois

5

NB: 2 allocations allowed for Gaeltacht area - highlighted in red & included in total

numbers above. These places do not have to be filled by Irish speakers—it is at your
discretion. Numbers based on Comhairle membership 2014
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Section 4:
Practical information
Croke Park: Directions
For attendees at events in the Hogan Stand, car parking is available in the Canal
Car Park. This is located off the North Circular Road and accessed via St Margaret
Avenue (first left after Gills Pub on the corner with Russell Street). There is
pedestrian access from the car park onto Jones’s Road / Russell Street for the main
entrance to the Hogan Stand (on Jones’s Road, opposite The Croke Park Hotel).
Car:
Driving from O'Connell Street in the City Centre, follow the signs for the N1 North
onto Dorset Street and Drumcondra Road. At the railway bridge overpass on
Drumcondra Road, turn right onto Clonliffe Road. At the next set of traffic lights,
turn right onto Jones's Road for the Hogan Stand entrance.
If travelling from the Airport / North, follow directions for the city centre. Just
before the railway overpass at the end of Drumcondra Road Lower, turn left onto
Clonliffe Road. At the next set of traffic lights, turn right onto Jones's Road for
the Hogan Stand entrance.
Parking:
Car Parking Map on next page. Please note that attendees can be dropped off directly
outside the reception area on Jones’ Rd but cannot park there as there are doubleyellow lines. They can park in the Davin / Canal Car Park off North Circular Rd.
Train
The closest railway station is Drumcondra at the intersection of Drumcondra Road
(N1) and Clonliffe Road, a 5 minute walk from the stadium. This station is served by
Arrow trains. The closest DART stations are Connolly and Clontarf. Connolly is a 1520 minute walk. The closest LUAS and Intercity Rail stop is also at Connolly Station.
For further information, visit www.irishrail.ie
Buses serving Croke Park:
1, 11, 13, 16, 27a, 27b, 29a, 31/a, 32, 33, 40, 40b, 40d, 41, 41b, 41c, 44, 123, 130
For further information, visit www.dublinbus.ie
A complete Croke Park transport guide is also included with this pack
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Parking at Croke Park:
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Food:
Below you will find the menu of food options available on the day. In addition, all
special dietary requirements will be catered for, but only with one week’s notice
given to the caterers.
So it is really important that you include any information about special diets on the
nomination form so that we can give as much notification as possible to the caterers.

Lasagne, chips and coleslaw
Chicken curry and rice
Vegetarian option
Gluten-free options available
All special dietary requirements will be
catered for also

Who will lunch be provided for on the day?


Every young person



Maximum of two accompanying adults per group traveling with delegates



Please note that we will not be in a position to provide additional meals to bus
drivers etc…

A lunch voucher system will be implemented on the day. Lunch tickets to be issued to both adults at registration. Full numbers for adult lunches to be submitted to Karyn Farrell at least one week in advance of the event.
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Social media & website stuff
We hope you will help us to promote Dáil na nÓg 2015 on social media on
the day—the hashtag will be #dailnanog so please tweet about how
things are going during the day, on the way to Croke Park and on the bus
on the way home. We want to get our hashtag trending by the end of the
day.
We have also set up an email address for you and your delegates to
share your pictures
dailnanog2015@gmail.com
So please send all your photos from the day to this email address and we
will put them up on the website afterwards: they can be viewed here
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog/
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Deadlines for Dáil na nÓg 2015
DELEGATE NOMINATION FORMS:
FRIDAY 6th November
PARENTAL CONSENT FORMS:
FRIDAY 13th November
YOUNG PERSON’S ASSENT FORM:
FRIDAY 13th November
Please notify Karyn Farrell in relation to any special diets, special
needs or mobility issues with any of your delegates at least one week
in advance of Dáil na nÓg to enable us to make the appropriate arrangements with Croke Park
All information, guides and forms are also available for download from
our website at the link below.
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog-2015/
Contact details for Participation Team:
Karyn Farrell,
Participation Coordinator: 086 8498602 kfarrell@youthworkireland.ie
Suzanne Byrne:
Participation Officer: 085 8317464 sbyrne@youthworkireland.ie
Rosie O’Brien:
Participation Officer: 086 2997677 rosie.obrien@foroige.ie
Martin Donohoe
Participation Officer: 086 827 5685 martin.donohoe@foroige.ie
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