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1.0 Background
This is the First Annual Report on the implementation of the actions in the National
Strategy on Children and Young People's Participation in Decision-Making 2015-2020.
Published in June 2015, the Strategy was prepared by the Citizen Participation, Play and
Recreation and Culture Unit (CPPRCU) of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs
and provides a strong infrastructure for the participation of children and young people
in the community, education, health and well-being, and legal settings.
Guided and influenced by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC)1 and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights2, the Strategy builds on the
foundations of the National Children`s Strategy (2000)3. The Strategy is primarily aimed at
children and young people under the age of 18, but also embraces the voice of young
people in the transition to adulthood. The Strategy aims to ensure that children and young
people will have a voice in their everyday lives across the five national outcome areas as set
out in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children and
Young People, 2014-2020 4, namely: to be active and healthy; to be achieving in all areas of
learning and development; to be safe and protected from harm; to enjoy economic security
and opportunity; and to be connected, respected and contributing.
The four priority objectives of the Strategy are that:
1. Children and young people will have a voice in decisions made in their local
communities.
2. Children and young people will have a voice in decision-making in early education,
schools and the wider formal and non-formal education systems.
3. Children and young people will have a voice in decisions that affect their health and
well-being, including on the health and social services delivered to them.
4. Children and young people will have a voice in the Courts and legal system.
The strategy contains a series of additional objectives, which include:
5. Promoting effective leadership to champion and promote participation of children
and young people.
6. Development of education and training for professionals working with and on behalf
of children and young people.
7. Mainstreaming the participation of children and young people in the development of
policy, legislation and research.
The actions outlined in this strategy aim to address the challenges that exist in children and
young people being enabled to participate appropriately in decision-making.
The commitments outlined in this Action Plan for the National Strategy are aligned with
Government commitments in, and based on the values, principles and vision of, Better
5
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Outcomes, Brighter Futures. All commitments and actions in this strategy are underpinned
by the following key fundamentals:
•
•
•
•

Recognition that children and young people have a right to participate in decisions
that affect their lives;
Ensuring the protection and welfare of children and young people in accordance
with Children First;
Establishing and improving mechanisms to ensure the participation of seldom-heard
and vulnerable children and young people in decision-making;
Collection of data, monitoring and evaluation of children and young people’s
participation initiatives.

The commitments in this Action Plan are the agreed actions for 2015. Additional
commitments have been agreed for 2016 and 2017, which will be circulated each year. This
First Action Plan Update presents the progress made by all Government Departments and
Agencies in implementing the agreed actions in the Strategy to date.

1.1 Compiling the First Annual Report
Compiling the First Annual Report was a three step process.
1. A template, based on the reporting mechanism developed for Better Outcomes,
Brighter Futures, was created for each individual Department and agency showing a
list of agreed actions for which each had responsibility. The template listed the
partners for each shared commitment and also showed when an action was the
responsibility of all Departments and/or Agencies. The template allowed each
Department/Agency to give details (in a maximum of 50 words) on the progress
made on each agreed action. Respondents were asked to report under the heading
which best described their progress to date:
• Yes - If the agreed action has been completed
• No
- If the agreed action has not been completed
• In Progress - If the agreed action has not yet been completed but is
progressing well
2. The information supplied in the templates was organised using the original Action
Plan and colour coded ticks. Ticks are colour coded as follows:
 Green Tick
- indicates Action Completed
 Red Tick
- indicates Action not completed
 Amber Tick - indicates Action in progress
 Black Tick
- indicates no update submitted
 Grey Tick
- indicates update provided by lead only
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3. Links were created to connect the individual Actions in the Index to the Action Plan.
Department/Agency titles in the Index connect to the Appendix of returned
templates.

1.2 Structure of Report
The First Annual Report is divided into the following four sections:
Part 1: Index. Lists the Government Departments and Agencies with their corresponding
agreed Actions in the Strategy. The Index may be used to navigate the report by clicking on
an individual action to view the action’s current progress status in the Action Plan Update
Table.
Part 2: Progress Summary. Outlines the progress made by each government department
and/or agency to progress the 2015 actions in the Strategy.
Part 3: Action Plan Update Table. This Table presents the 97 agreed Actions for 2015 and
the Department/Agency with responsibilities for them. A series of colour coded ticks
indicates the progress made to date. Further details on the status of each action may be
found by clicking on the colour coded ticks which will direct you to the update provided by
each responsible department/agency.
Part 4: Appendix. The complete set of returned templates supplied by each government
department/agency is contained in the Appendix. The templates provide specific details on
the current status of the 2015 Actions.
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2.0 Index of Government Departments and Agencies with agreed Actions in
the Strategy
The Index may be used to navigate the report by clicking on an individual action to view the
action’s current progress status in the Action Plan Update Table.
Clicking on
Department/Agency name will link you to their submitted template.

Department/Agency
Department of Children and Youth Affairs
(DCYA)

Action Number
G14.1,.2,.6,.7,.8,.16,.17,.18,.19,.29,.32,.33,.42,.45
G15.1,.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.7
G16.7
G17.1,.2,.6
G20.1,.2,.4,.5,.6,.7
G21.1,.2,.3,.4,.5,.7,.8,.9,.10
5.13.1,2

Department of Education and Skills (DES)

G14.2,.18,.20,.21,.22,.26,.27,.28,.30
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.10
G16.8
G17.1,.2,.3,.4,.5
G20.6,.7
G21.8
5.13.1
G14.2,.31,.32,.33,.35
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.11
G16.1,.3,.4
G20.2,.6,.7
G21.8
G14.2,.41,.43,.44
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G18.1,.2
G20.6,.7
G21.8
5.13.2
G14.2
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.2,.3,.4,.5,.6,.7
G21.5
G21.8
G14.2,.10,.12,.13,.14,.15,.46,.47,.48
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.6,.7
G21.8
G14.2,.9,.11,.16
G15.2,.3,.4,.5,.6

Department of Health (DoH)

Department of Justice and Equality (DJE)

Department of the Environment, Community
and Local Government (DECLG)

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport
(DTTAS)

Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
(DAHG)
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Health Service Executive (HSE)

Tusla

Local Government

An Garda Síochána (AGS)

The Mental Health Commission (MHC)

Health Information and Quality Authority
(HIQA)

G20.6,.7
G21.8
G14.2,.31,.34,.35,.40
G15.3,.4,.5,.6,.11
G16.2,.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.6
G21.8
G14.2,.6,.23,.24,.25,.36
G15.3,.4,.5,.6,.8
G16.9,.10
G18.2
G19.1
G20.6
G21.8
G14.2,.3,.4,.5,.7,.8
G15.3,.4,.5,.6,.9
G20.2,.4,.5,.6,.7
G21.8
G14.2
G15.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.6
G21.8
5.13.1,.2
G14.2,.37
G15.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.6
G21.6
G14.2,.38,.39
G15.3,.4,.5,.6
G20.6

10
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3.0 Progress Summary
The following section provides details of the status of the 2015 Actions in the National Strategy.
The progress made by each Department/Agency is diagrammatically represented with Action’s
identified as being either “Finalised”, “Not Commenced” or “In Progress”. A “featured example”,
drawn from the update templates submitted, illustrates how Departments and Agencies have
implemented Actions.

3.1 Government Department/Agency - Current Action Status
Graph 1 Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA)
Featured Example: The Department of Children and
Youth Affairs (DCYA) has consulted with children and
young people, in partnership with government
departments on:

DCYA Commitment Status
39 Actions
25

23

20
16
15



Finalised






Not
Commenced

10

In Progress
5

The implementation of Human Rights in Ireland
(DJE)
After School Care (DCYA)
The National Obesity Strategy (DoH)
The Direct Provision system (DJE)
Cybercrime (Law Reform Commission)

As part of the Ireland 2016 State Commemorative
Programme, DCYA conducted six consultations with
children and young people, including seldom heard
children and young people, on the theme ‘Imagining
Our Future’. They were also asked for their ideas on
how to commemorate the children who died in 1916.

0

Graph 2 Department of Education and Skills (DES)

DES Commitment Status
24 Actions
10

9
8

Finalised

8
6
6

Not
Commenced
In Progress

4
2

Featured Example: The Department of Education and
Skills has conducted consultations with children and
young people to inform the Digital Strategy included
meetings with the Digital Youth Council, workshops
with students at eXcited Digital Learning Festival and
focus groups with primary and post-primary pupils
facilitated by the DCYA in conjunction with Youth
Work Ireland.

1

No Response
Submitted

0
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Graph 3 Department of Health (DoH)
Featured Example: Among the finalised actions
reported by the Department of Health are
consultations with children and young people
undertaken in relation to
 The development of the new children’s
hospital
 The forthcoming National Obesity Policy.
DOH has also undertaken to consult with children
and young people in preparation for the new
National Drugs Strategy

DoH Commitment Status
16 Actions
9

10
8

Finalised

7

6
4

Not
Commenced

2

In Progress

0

Graph 4 Department of Justice and Equality (DJE)
Featured Example: The Department of Justice and
Equality with the assistance of DCYA ran a targeted
consultation process with children prior to
completion of Ireland’s National UPR Report so as
to ensure that the voices of children and young
people and human rights issues of concern to them
were reflected in the Report.

DJE Commitment Status
14 Actions
7

6

Finalised

6

5

5
4
3

3

Not
Commenced

The Legal Aid Board / Family Mediation Service
published a Policy and Procedures document for its
mediators in relation to direct consultation with
children. Reflection is being given to the potential
role of mediators as a conduit for conveying ‘the
voice of the child’ in certain court proceedings.

In Progress

2
1
0

No Response
Submitted
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Graph 5 Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
Featured Example: The
Department of the
(DECLG)
Environment, Community & Local Government
under the Social Inclusion and Community
Activation Programme (SICAP), supports the
participation and engagement of young people
and children by developing the capacity of this
cohort to participate and input on local, regional
and national decision making structures that
affect their lives

DECLG Commitment Status
11 Actions
7
6
6
5

Finalised

5
4

Not
Commenced

3

In Progress

2

Representative bodies for Children and Young
People have been consulted by Local Community
Development Committees in the development of
Local Economic and Community Plans.

1
0

Graph 6 Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS)
Featured Example: The Department of Transport,
Tourism and Sport have sought submissions from
Comhairle na nOg as part of the consultation
process in developing the last DTTAS Statement of
Strategy and will also be seeking submissions in
developing the next Statement of Strategy.

DTTAS Commitment Status
16 Actions
10

9

8

Finalised

6

Not
Commenced

4
4

3

In Progress

2
0
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Graph 7 Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DAHG)
Featured Example: The Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht have consulted with
children and young people in relation to
programmes and regulations for Gaeltacht
summer camp schemes, Gaeltacht summer
colleges and language support schemes, through
workshops and questionnaires together with
visits to schools. Areas covered in these
consultations included social media, language,
activities, facilities available and health
promotion.

DAHG Commitment Status
11 Actions
7
6
6
Finalised

5
4
3
3
2

Not
Commenced
In Progress

2
1

The Department undertook consultations prior to
programming
the
2016
commemoration
programme.

0

The Arts Council continues to invite young people
aged 18-24 to participate in peer assessment
panels for funding decisions that relate to arts
programmes and activities targeting children and
young people.

Graph 8 Health Service Executive (HSE)
Featured Example: The Health Service Executive
(HSE) are engaging with children and young
people on an ongoing basis in relation to the
National Children’s Hospital and developing a
strategy with the expertise of the Ombudsman for
Children on engaging children and young people.

HSE Commitment Status
16 Actions
7
6

Finalised

6
5
4

4

4

Not
Commenced
In Progress

3
2
2
1

No Response
Submitted

0
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Graph 9 Tusla
Featured Example: Tusla have consulted with
children registered as Home Educated under
Section 14 of The Education Welfare Act 2000.
The purpose was to consult with children
regarding their experience of the Assessment
Process and what changes they felt needed to be
made. Consultations were carried out in Cork,
Galway and Dublin during 2015 taking the format
of facilitated workshops.

Tusla Commitment Status
16 Actions
8

7

7

6

Finalised

6
5

Not
Commenced

4

3

In Progress

3
2

Tusla have commissioned a National Toolkit &
Training in Participatory Practice. 40 staff will be
trained as Trainers in Participatory Practice in Q3
2016.

1
0

Investing in Children, U.K. has been
commissioned by Tusla to develop a quality
assurance framework for Tusla on participatory
Practice.

Graph 10 Local Government (Local Gov)

Local Government
Commitment Status
15 Actions

Featured Example: Local Government have
consulted with children in relation to designing
playgrounds in parks. Where children have been
perceived as the main stakeholder this has been
really useful and ensured the design has focused
on the child rather than purely the adult. This
has incorporated that which is a difficult process
with political/external pressure, anti-social
behaviour etc. Family services in the areas have
been linked in as a result of this consultation e.g.
practical design of play equipment designed in a
more child friendly way.

10
8
8
6
4

7

Finalised
Not
Commenced
In Progress

2
0
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Graph 11 An Garda Síochána (AGS)
Featured Example: An Garda Síochána delivered
The Garda Schools Programme to primary and
secondary schools throughout the country. The
programme has the following key messages

AGS Commitment Status
8 Actions
6
5
5

Finalised

4

Not
Commenced

3
2





In Progress

2



1

No Response
Submitted

1
0

Graph 12 The Mental Health Commission (MHC)

6

5

5

3
2

In 2015 the Garda Youth Diversion Programme
processes in excess of 20,000 youth referrals.
Approximately 10,000 children are referred to
the programme each year. Of this 7,000 are
admitted to the programme.
Featured Example: The Mental Health
Commission has instructed all inspectors to
request information about the Toolkit for Young
Mental Health Service Users on inspection

MHC Commitment Status
8 Actions

4

To be safer on the road and at home.
Positively contribute to crime
prevention.
Know the role of the gardai in the
community.
Respectful online communication.

A number of Mental Health Inspectors have
undergone training in meeting with child service
users with Tusla.

Finalised
3

Not
Commenced
In Progress

1
0
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Graph 13 Health, Information and Quality Authority (HIQA)

Featured Example: During 2015, The Health
Information and Quality Authority undertook and
published the findings of 3 Child Protection and
Welfare inspections, 4 Foster care inspections, 2
inspections of a Detention School, 23 inspections
of Residential Centres, 4 inspections of Special
Care Units and 78 inspections of designated
centres for children with a disability

HIQA Commitment Status
8 Actions
3.5

3

3

3
2.5
2
1.5
1

Finalised
2
Not
Commenced

As part of the inspection process, inspectors
spoke with children and their families in relation
to how they experienced the services they
received and whether or not their wishes and
views were reflected in decisions made about
their lives.

In Progress

0.5
0

The progress of commitments in the First Annual Report shows a positive picture of how
the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making
2015-2020 is being implemented. All government departments and agencies are actively
progressing 93 of the 97 agreed actions for 2015. Government Departments and
Agencies have made a strong start with 87% of the agreed actions reaching completion or in
progress. The uncompleted actions will be included in the 2016 Action Plan to be circulated
later this year. The 2016 Action Plan will contain the uncompleted actions for 2015 as well a
series of new actions to be reported on in 2017.

18

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

.....

3.3 Focus on Cross Government/Agency Progress
The majority of actions in this Strategy are being implemented by a lead government
department/agency. There are also a number of actions which are the responsibility of all
departments and most agencies. The eight cross-cutting Actions for 2015 are G14.2, G15.2,
G15.3, G15.4, G15.5, G15.6, G20.6 and G20.7. The text of each of these actions is outlined
below with a column chart to depict the actions current status. The status of each of these
actions provides the best indication of cross-government/agency co-ordination.

Current status of Eight Cross-Government/Agency Actions
G14.2

G15.2
13 Departments/Agencies

10

7 Departments
Finalised

4

8

Finalised
4

5
1

Not
Commenced
In Progress

0

14.2 Government departments and
agencies will consult with children and
young people appropriately in the
development of policy, legislation,
research and services, with the support
of the DCYA.

3
3
2
2
1

1

Not
Commenced
In Progress

1
No Response
Submitted

0

G15.2 Children and young people’s
participation will be included by all
relevant Government departments in
the objectives and actions of their
Statements of Strategy.
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G15.3

G15.4
13 Departments/Agencies

6

5

4

3

3
2

2

13 Departments/Agencies

Finalised

6

Not
Commenced
In Progress

4

No Response
Submitted

0

G15.5

Finalised

5
4
2

2

2

Not
Commenced
In Progress
No Response
Submitted

0

G15.3 Building on existing mechanisms,
incremental progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly funded
programmes and schemes that are
relevant to children and young people,
requiring consultation with children
and young people.

G15.4 Government departments and
agencies that provide services for
children and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly feedback and
complaints mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children and
Young People’s Participation Hub.

G15.6
13 Departments/Agencies

10

.....

9

Finalised

13 Departments/Agencies
Finalised

8
6

Not
Commenced
In Progress

5
2
0

2
No Response
Submitted

G15.5 Data collection, evaluation and
monitoring of children and young
people’s participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust findings
and outcomes that influence the
development of policies and services.

6
4

4
2

3

Not
Commenced
In Progress
No Response
Submitted

0

G15.6 Government departments and
agencies will ensure the involvement of
children and young people in reporting
on international instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being, including the
Universal Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
World Health Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of Europe
reviews and strategies.
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G20.6

G20.7
13 Departments/Agencies

10

9

5
2
0

.....

2

Finalised

6

Not
Commenced
In Progress

4

No Response
Submitted

G20.6 Young people under 18 will have
a voice in matters that affect their lives
at a national policy level through Dáil na
nÓg. In following up recommendations
from Dáil na nÓg, the work of the
Comhairle na nÓg National Executive
will be facilitated by the DCYA and other
relevant Government departments and
agencies.

7 Departments
& Local Government
5

Finalised

2
2

1

Not
Commenced
In Progress
No Response
Submitted

0

G20.7 Young people up to the age of 25
will have the opportunity to have a
voice in decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation in the EU
Structured Dialogue process across
Member States of the European Union.
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The Action Plan Update uses the format of the original Action Plan in the National Strategy on

Children and Young People's Participation in Decision-Making 2015-2020. The first column
contains the agreed commitments for 2015 with the second column identifying the
responsible Department/Agency. The third column presents a list of the thirteen
participating Departments/Agencies, under which a colour coded tick appears when an
action is the responsibility of that Department/Agency. The ticks are colour coded in order
to easily identify the current status of an action. Ticks are colour coded as follows:






Green Tick- indicates Action Completed
Red Tick- indicates Action not completed
Amber Tick- indicates Action in progress
Black Tick- indicates no update submitted
Grey Tick- indicates update provided by lead only

Further details on the status of each action may be found by clicking on the colour coded
ticks which will bring you directly to the update provided by each responsible
department/agency.

Table 1 Action Plan Update

1

Others

HIQA

MHC

AGS

Local Gov

Tusla

HSE

DAHG

DTTAS

DECLG

DJE

DoH

Commitment Achieved
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber tick
indicates “In progress” and black tick indicates “No Response”)

DES

(bold tick indicates lead
Government department
or agency)

Lead
&
Partners
(Bold indicates
lead
Government
Department or
Agency)

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G14 Consult with children and young people on policies and issues that affect their lives.
G14.1 The Department of Children
and Youth Affairs (DCYA) will publish
the first National Strategy on
Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decision-making.
G14.2 Government departments and
agencies will consult with children
and young people appropriately in
the development of policy,
legislation, research and services,
with the support of the DCYA.
G14.3 Local Community
Development Committees will
collaborate with Children and Young
People’s Services Committees and
1

DCYA

All Departments &
Agencies


    



Local Government
&
Others



‘Others’ refers to groups who contribute to or have a role in implementing an action. Their
contribution is recorded in the template submitted by the lead department/agency responsible
for each action.
23
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Comhairle na nÓg in the planning
process for the community element
of Local Economic and Community
Plans (LECPs).
G14.4 Local Authorities will integrate
local children and young people’s
participation into Housing
Regeneration Programmes funded
under the National Regeneration
Programme.
G14.5 All bodies responsible for the
delivery of Local Area Plans (LAPs)
will be required to ensure the direct
participation of local children and
young people in the aspects of the
LAP relevant to their lives.
G14.6 Children and Young People’s
Services Committees will put
structures and mechanisms in place
to ensure children and young
people’s active participation in
planning, development, delivery and
evaluation of children’s services.
G14.7 The participation of local
children in the development of play
spaces and play facilities will be
included as a criterion for the
provision of funding in 2015 for
National Play Day and National
Recreation Week, and for the DCYA
Capital Funding Scheme for play and
recreation.
G14.8 The Local Government
Management Agency will ensure that
children and young people (who are
local service users) are included as
decision-makers in library design and
development processes, and in the
planning of child and youth-centred
initiatives, activities, events and
actions to be held in public libraries.
G14.9 Children and young people will
be involved in decision-making about
cultural programme content and
their feedback will be sought on
programmes offered in national
cultural institutions.
G14.10 A forum will be established to
enable children to participate in
decisions that may impact on their
participation in sport. This forum will

Local Government



Local Government



DCYA
&
Tusla

DCYA
&
Local Government

Local Government
&
DCYA



1

Others

HIQA

MHC

AGS

Local Gov

Tusla

HSE

DAHG

DTTAS

DECLG

DJE

DoH

Commitment Achieved
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber tick
indicates “In progress” and black tick indicates “No Response”)

DES

(bold tick indicates lead
Government department
or agency)

Lead
&
Partners
(Bold indicates
lead
Government
Department or
Agency)

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking

.....
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explore existing models, such as the
participation structures being
established in the GAA, to be used or
adapted by other national governing
bodies of sport to facilitate the
involvement of children and young
people in decision-making.
G14.11 Consultation with children
and young people about programmes
and regulations for Gaeltacht
summer camp schemes, Gaeltacht
summer colleges and language
support schemes in Gaeltacht schools
will be established as a condition of
funding.
G14.12 The views of children and
young people on the services
provided will be invited on the
Smarter Travel and Bike Week
programmes.
G14.13 The inclusion of children and
young people in the consultation
process for the next Green Schools
Programme will be incorporated as a
qualifying criterion.
G14.14 Children and youth groups
will be consulted during public
consultation phases when reviewing
the National Cycling Policy
Framework.
G14.15 Organisations involved with
the development of water safety
awareness programmes will be
advised to involve young people and
children in the consultation and
development process.
G14.16 Countrywide consultation
with children and young people,
including seldom-heard children, will
be held to allow input into the
Ireland 2016 programme in a
meaningful way.
G14.17 The participation of children
in decision-making will be included as
a core principle and aim in the
National Early Years Strategy.
G14.18 Non-governmental
organisations will continue to
support the implementation of the
Síolta Quality Assurance Programme,
which includes a Standard (Standard

DTTAS



DTTAS



DTTAS



DTTAS



DCYA

DES,
DCYA & Others

1

Others

HIQA

MHC

AGS

Local Gov

Tusla

HSE



DAHG

DCYA
&
DAHG

DAHG

DTTAS

DECLG

DJE

DoH

Commitment Achieved
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber tick
indicates “In progress” and black tick indicates “No Response”)

DES

(bold tick indicates lead
Government department
or agency)

Lead
&
Partners
(Bold indicates
lead
Government
Department or
Agency)

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking

.....










25

BACK TO INDEX

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

4) on consultation and on including
the voice of the child in issues
relating to their daily experiences in
Early Years settings.
G14.19 The Department of Children
and Youth Affairs will develop a
National Youth Strategy, involving
young people in its development and
including their participation in
decision-making as a core principle
and aim.
G14.20 Young people will continue to
be consulted as part of the revision
of curricula, including the Primary
School Curriculum and the Junior
Cycle Student Awards.
G14.21 The Department of Education
and Skills will ensure that:
the views of children and young
people will be reflected in the
Digital Strategy for Schools;
the views of young people are
gathered through the Webwise
Youth Advisory Panel.
G14.22 The National Educational
Psychological Service will ensure the
voice of the child contributes to the
development of policy and service
delivery in relation to the provision of
psychological services to schools and
children, where this is appropriate.
G14.23 Audit current practices for
hearing the voice of the child within
the statutory Tusla Educational
Welfare Services, the School
Completion Programme, the Home–
School Community Liaison Scheme
and Home Education.
G14.24 Devise strategies to hear the
voice of seldom-heard children in the
education system in relation to their
attendance, participation and
retention issues.
G14.25 Ensure that the voice of the
child is a core part of the services and
supports provided to schools and
children by monitoring and
evaluating Educational Welfare
Services and through the
implementation of Tusla’s ‘One Child,
One Team, One Plan’ intervention
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model.
G14.26 Students will be consulted on
teacher education and a range of
other matters. Appropriate
mechanisms for consulting students
will be determined in consultation
with relevant agencies.
G14.27 Through its consultative
forum and other consultative
processes, the National Council for
Special Education will continue to
consult with children and young
people and/or their representative
groups.
G14.28 Traveller representative
groups will be required to include the
voices of children and young people
in their engagement with the
Department of Education and Skills.
G14.29 Young people will be
provided with opportunities to
participate in decision-making in the
design, delivery and evaluation of
youth services and programmes
through implementation of the
Quality Standards Framework for
Staff-led Youth Projects and Quality
Standards for Volunteer-led Youth
Groups.
G14.30 Apprentices will continue to
have their views represented on the
National Apprenticeship Advisory
Committee through their union
representation. The views of
apprentices will also inform the work
of the Education and Training Boards,
the Institutes of Technology and
SOLAS –the Further Education and
Training Authority.
G14.31 The Healthy Ireland Council
will explore and use appropriate
means of engagement with children
and young people in order to seek
their views.
G14.32 The Department of Health
will commit to provide opportunities
for consultation with children and
young people to facilitate their views
in areas of key policy development,
as appropriate, and will collaborate
with the DCYA to facilitate such
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engagement.
G14.33 The Department of Health
will consult with young people as
part of the development of the
National Obesity Strategy and any
health promotion campaigns arising
from that strategy.
G14.34 The HSE will ensure that the
National Healthcare Charter for
Paediatric Services will include
mechanisms for obtaining feedback
from children about the services they
receive.
G14.35 Children and young people
will be included in the development
and design of the National Children’s
Hospital and in its ongoing operation.
G14.36 A Feedback and Complaints
Policy will be developed by Tulsa –
Children and Family Agency and
ongoing feedback will be sought from
children and young people receiving
services from the Agency, to inform
practice and service improvements.
G14.37 The Mental Health
Commission will ensure that the
inspection reports of the Inspector of
Mental Health Services will include
information on the availability and
use of the Toolkit for Young Mental
Health Service Users, which was
developed with young people and
promotes the voice of the child.
G14.38 The Health Information and
Quality Authority (HIQA) will
commence development work on a
children's forum to facilitate
consultation on how it carries out its
work and to ascertain the issues that
matter most to children.
G14.39 The Health Information and
Quality Authority (HIQA) will carry
out inspections of and publish
reports on residential and foster care
services for children and young
people in care to ascertain if services
promote a child-centred approach
which recognises their right to be
listened to and to participate in
decisions made about them, taking
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into account their age, maturity and
best interests in line with the
National Standards for Children’s
Residential Services, National Foster
Care Standards, Child Care
(Placement of Children in Residential
Care) Regulations 1995, Child Care
(Placement of Children in Foster
Care) Regulations 1995 and Child
Care (Placement of Children with
Relatives) Regulations 1995.
G14.40 HSE Disability Services will
develop a framework document on
how children’s voice will inform the
design, implementation and
evaluation of disability services.
G14.41 All relevant Justice
stakeholders will consult with young
people regarding justice policies and
issues that affect their lives.
G14.42 The DCYA will bring forward
proposals to significantly reform the
provisions in the Child Care Act 1991
relating to Guardians ad litem.
G14.43 Devise regulations setting
standards with regard to the
qualifications, role and performance
of the experts provided for under the
Children and Family Relationships Act
2015 to ascertain the views of the
child in private family law
proceedings.
G14.44 In reviewing its services, the
Legal Aid Board’s External
Consultative Panel will seek to
improve its mechanisms for hearing
the voice of children and young
people in the context of examining
the impact on children and young
people of the Board’s policies and
procedures.
G14.45 The DCYA will ensure that
children and young people’s views
will be included in the development
of the national outcome indicators
and the national well-being
indicators.
G14.46 Submissions will be sought
from Comhairle na nÓg as part of the
consultation process in developing
the next Statement of Strategy for
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the Department of Transport,
Tourism and Sport
G14.47 Young people will be involved
in discussion about changes to public
transport fares, including LEAP card
fares and urban fares.
G14.48 Opportunities will be sought
to include children in the
consultation phase when reviewing
child/scholar public transport fares
and other changes in fares for young
people.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G15 Develop and implement a National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen efforts to ensure children and young people are supported to express their views in
all matters affecting them and to have those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.
G15.1 The DCYA will develop and
publish a National Strategy on
Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decision-making.
G15.2 Children and young people’s
participation will be included by all
relevant Government departments in
the objectives and actions of their
Statements of Strategy.
G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental progress
will be made on funding criteria for
publicly funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to children
and young people, requiring
consultation with children and young
people.
G15.4 Government departments and
agencies that provide services for
children and young people will
develop child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the assistance of
the DCYA Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub.
G15.5 Data collection, evaluation and
monitoring of children and young
people’s participation initiatives will
be conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that influence
the development of policies and
services.

DCYA

All Departments

All Departments &
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G15.6 Government departments and
agencies will ensure the involvement
of children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their lives
and well-being, including the
Universal Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights of the
Child, World Health Organization
reviews and strategies, and Council
of Europe reviews and strategies.
G15.7 Children and young people will
be involved in informing the
implementation of Better Outcomes,
Brighter Futures through the formal
engagement of the Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive and the EU
Structured Dialogue (Youth) Group
with the implementation structures
of Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures.
G15.8 A Strategy for the Participation
of Children and Young People will be
published and disseminated by Tulsa
– Children and Family Agency, to
ensure that children and young
people (individually and collectively)
participate in the design,
development, delivery and
evaluation of all services delivered
and commissioned by the Agency.
This strategy will be compatible with
and based on the DCYA National
Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in Decisionmaking.
G15.9 The concepts of the National
Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in Decisionmaking will be incorporated in the
Local Authority plans for the
recipients of the 2014-2016 Active
Travel Towns awards.
G15.10 Where relevant, SOLAS
strategies and all Education and
Training Boards will be required to
incorporate the principles and
objectives of the National Strategy on
Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decision-making in
their 5-year Strategy Statements.
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G15.11 A framework to include the
voices of children and young people
in the design, implementation and
evaluation of health and well-being
services will be developed,
commencing in 2015, incorporating
the principles and objectives of the
National Strategy on Children and
Young People’s Participation in
Decision-making.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G16 Strengthen participation in decision-making for health and well-being at community level
G16.1 Young people will be centrally
involved in the development and
management of drug and alcoholfree venues and programmes for
young people (e.g. youth cafés,
alcohol-free music and dance venues,
and sports venues), with an emphasis
on those most at risk.
G16.2 The Health Service Executive
(HSE) will develop mechanisms,
including consultation and feedback
mechanisms, for the participation of
service users, families and carers in
the decision-making processes of
mental health services for young
people at local and national levels,
including any new significant changes
that are being introduced. These will
be developed and utilised with
partners in young people’s mental
health. This may include
organisations such as the Children’s
Mental Health Coalition and
mechanisms such as the national
Headstrong Youth Advisory Panel
(YAP) and local Headstrong YAPs as
possible partners in consultation and
feedback in 2015.
G16.3 Children and young people will
be consulted by services seeking to
respond to parental substance
misuse or substance misuse in
families as targeted by the ‘Hidden
Harm’ initiative.
G16.4 Children and young people will
be included in consultations with
communities to inform the
development of Primary Care
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Services.
G16.5 The Health Service Executive
(HSE) will share best practice in
adolescent mental health advocacy
services with key stakeholders in
2015.
G16.6 The Health Service Executive
(HSE) will involve children and young
people who have caring
responsibilities, as appropriate, as
partners in care planning and
provision by health and personal
social service providers and
particularly by the Primary Care
Teams.
G16.7 Mechanisms will be developed
for involving children and young
people in the assessment of local
needs and in evaluation processes as
part of a monitoring and evaluation
framework for the Area-Based
Childhood (ABC) Programme.
G16.8 Comhairle na nÓg will be
represented on Education and
Training Boards
G.16.9 Tulsa – Child and Family
Agency will commission a National
Training Pack and Toolkit on
participation and Quality Assurance
Frameworks on participation.
G16.10 Tulsa – Child and Family
Agency will develop and implement
training and support for staff in
children’s participation, including the
development of a toolkit for
participatory practice and a toolkit
for the engagement of children and
young people in the commissioning
processes of Tusla.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G17 Create mechanisms to provide children and young people with the opportunity to be heard in primary
and post-primary schools and centres for education through Student Councils or other age-appropriate
mechanisms.
G17.1 The Department of Education
and Skills will encourage more
primary schools and all post-primary
schools to establish student councils.
Data from the latest Lifeskills Survey
(2012) indicate that 14% of primary
schools and 97% of post-primary
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schools have established student
councils.
G17.2 The Department of Education
and Skills Schools Inspectorate will
review its current practices on
student participation in the
inspection process with a view to
enhancing the level and quality of
student participation.
G17.3 The Teaching Council will
consult students on teacher
education and a range of other
matters. Appropriate mechanisms for
consulting students will be
determined in consultation with
relevant agencies
G17.4 The National Forum for the
Enhancement of Teaching and
Learning will analyse the data from
the first full Irish Survey of Student
Engagement (ISSE) (2014). A report
based on improving the student
experience will be published in 2015.
G17.5 Students’ voices will continue
to be represented through
mechanisms such as the National
Forum’s ‘Teaching Heroes’ awards
scheme, in partnership with the
Union of Students in Ireland (USI).
The outputs of the data gathered
through the ‘Teaching Heroes’
awards will inform the design by the
National Forum of a professional
development framework for teachers
in higher education, to be established
in 2015. Student representation will
continue, through the USI, on the
boards of the Higher Education
Authority and the National Forum, as
well as a range of committees and at
policy forums.
G17.6 The DCYA will engage
proactively with the National
Association of Principals and Deputy
Principals to build a stronger role for
student councils to promote the
value of the student voice in schools.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G18 Create mechanisms to provide children with the opportunity to be heard in judicial proceedings
affecting them, including through independent representatives where appropriate.
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G18.1 Mediators from the Family
Mediation Service will ensure
children’s views are heard and taken
into account in the process of family
mediation, as appropriate, to ensure
the best interests of the child are
upheld.
G18.2 A service-level agreement with
Empowering People in Care (EPIC)
has been agreed to make children in
detention aware of their rights and
their right to make a complaint. This
will be developed and implemented
in 2015.
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Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G19 Facilitate children and young people in care to have meaningful participation in their care planning
and decision-making.
G19.1 Tulsa – Children and Family
Agency will implement the ‘Me and
My Care’ care plan templates
nationally.



Tusla

Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G20 Ensure the views presented by children and young people in participatory forums and consultations
are taken into account by the formal political and policy-making process, and that feedback to the young
people is always provided in return.
G20.1 Establish terms of reference
and mechanisms for the engagement
between the Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive and the structures
established to oversee the
implementation of Better Outcomes,
Brighter Futures.
2
G20.2 The role and capacity of
Comhairle na nÓg will be enhanced
through the development and
implementation of a 5-year
Comhairle na nÓg Development Plan,
aligned to Local Government
structures and policies, and including
children under the age of 12 and
children and young people who are
seldom heard.
G20.3 The Department of the
Environment, Community and Local
Government (DECLG) will nominate a
Departmental representative to
2
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become a member of the Steering
Committee established to support
the development and
implementation of a 5-year
Comhairle na nÓg Development Plan.
G20.4 Ongoing support and
improvement of Comhairle na nÓg
will be maintained through the
administration and oversight of the
Comhairle na nÓg Development
Fund, awarded to Local Authorities
G20.5 Support and training to
Comhairle na nÓg across the country
will be maintained to ensure the
development of best practice.
G20.6 Young people under 18 will
have a voice in matters that affect
their lives at a national policy level
through Dáil na nÓg. In following up
recommendations from Dáil na nÓg,
the work of the Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive will be facilitated
by the DCYA and other relevant
Government departments and
agencies.
G20.7 Young people up to the age of
25 will have the opportunity to have
a voice in decisions that affect their
lives through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States of the
European Union.

DCYA ,
DECLG, Local
Government &
Others
DCYA ,
DECLG, Local
Government &
Others
DCYA,
All Government
Departments &
Agencies

DCYA,
All Government
Departments, Local
Government &
Others

1

Others

HIQA

MHC

AGS

Local Gov

Tusla

HSE

DAHG

DTTAS

DECLG

DJE

DoH

Commitment Achieved
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber tick
indicates “In progress” and black tick indicates “No Response”)

DES

(bold tick indicates lead
Government department
or agency)

Lead
&
Partners
(Bold indicates
lead
Government
Department or
Agency)

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking

.....

















      

 





Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
G21 Establish a Children and Young People’s Participation Hub to support Government departments and
agencies in the implementation of the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in
Decision-making.
G21.1 The DCYA will establish a
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub to become the
national centre for excellence on
children and young people’s
participation. The hub will champion
and promote participation, create
resources and training materials,
conduct training, document and
disseminate learning, and establish
an online children’s participation
database.
G21.2 The DCYA Children and Young
People’s Participation Support Team

DCYA
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will continue to provide leadership,
guidance and support for children
and young people’s participation
initiatives across Government.
G21.3 Guidance on engaging children
and young people in decision-making
in the work of Children and Young
People’s Services Committees
(CYPSCs) will be developed by the
DCYA in consultation with CYPSCs.
G21.4 A Toolkit on involving seldomheard children and young people in
decision-making will be published by
the DCYA and made available
through the Participation Hub.
3
G21.5 Practical toolkits will be
developed to provide guidance to
Local Authorities on effective
methodologies for consulting with
children and young people in
planning and regeneration projects.
The DECLG will commence
collaboration with the DCYA on the
development of practical toolkits
G21.6 The Mental Health
Commission will undertake training
for the Mental Health Inspectorate in
meeting with child service users.
4
G21.7 A national awareness
campaign will be conducted to
promote a culture of children and
young people’s right to participate in
decision-making.
5
G21.8 Through the Children and
Young People’s Participation Hub, the
DCYA [in collaboration with other
government departments and
agencies] will form partnerships with
third-level and adult education
institutions to oversee development
of education and training on
children’s right to participation in
decision-making for professionals
who work with and on behalf of
children and young people.
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Government department
or agency)

Lead
&
Partners
(Bold indicates
lead
Government
Department or
Agency)

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking

.....





      

3

Action G21.5 will be reported on in 2017
Action G21.7 will be reported on in 2017
5
Action G21.8 will be reported on in 2017
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G21.9 A mechanism will be
developed to ensure that initiatives
undertaken by Children and Young
People’s Services Committees
(CYPSCs) to involve children and
young people in decision-making are
regularly reported to the DCYA.
G21.10 A mechanism to share
information and resources between
CYPSCs and the Children and Young
People’s Participation Hub will be
identified and developed.

DCYA
&
Others

DCYA
&
Others

1

Others

HIQA

MHC

AGS

Local Gov

Tusla

HSE

DAHG

DTTAS

DECLG

DJE

DoH

Commitment Achieved
(Green tick indicates “Yes”, red tick indicates “No”, amber tick
indicates “In progress” and black tick indicates “No Response”)

DES

(bold tick indicates lead
Government department
or agency)

Lead
&
Partners
(Bold indicates
lead
Government
Department or
Agency)

DCYA

Commitment in
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking









Commitment in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures:
5.13 Work with children and young people to help them contribute to their own community and safety,
ensuring a positive relationship between An Garda Síochána, children and young people.
5.13.1 An Garda Síochána will
contribute to realising this outcome
by:
The delivery of the Garda Schools
Programmes (Primary and
Secondary Schools).
Through the Garda Youth Diversion
Programme, An Garda Síochána
will engage with young people
who engage in criminal behaviour
to establish their needs and
priorities.
An Garda Síochána will engage with
young people, youth organisations
and educational institutions on issues
relating to policing , crime prevention
and road safety.
5.13.2 The Joint Policing Committees
will improve their engagement with
young people’s organisations such as
Comhairle na nÓg in discussions of
local crime and community safety
issues.

AGS,
DCYA & DES

DJE,
DCYA & AGS
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1. UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Available at
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
2. The European Union Charter of Fundamental rights (2000/C 364/01)(2000) Available at
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/charter/pdf/text_en.pdf
3. Department of Health and Children (2000) Our Children – Their Lives: National Children’s
Strategy, 2000-2010. Dublin: Government Publications. Available at:
http://www.dohc.ie/publications/pdf/childstrat_report.pdf?direct=1
4. Department of Children and Youth Affairs (2014) Better Outcomes Brighter Futures The
national policy framework for children and young people 2014-2020. Dublin: The Stationery
Office. Available at
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/cypp_framework/BetterOutcomesBetterFutureReport.
pdf

40

FIRST ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2016

.....

APPENDIX

41

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

.....

The appendix contains the complete set of returned templates supplied by each government department/agency. The templates provide
specific details on the current status of the 2015 Actions.

Submitted Action Plan Update Templates
Template 1: Department of Children and Youth Affairs
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

Action for 2015

G14.1 The Department of
Children and Youth Affairs
(DCYA) will publish the first
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The first National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking was launched by
the Minister for Children
and Youth Affairs on 15th
June, 2015
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Since the publication of
first National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision making 20152020 the DCYA has
consulted with children
and young people, in
partnership with
government departments
on:
 The Direct Provision
system (DJE)
 The implementation
of Human Rights in
Ireland (DJE)
 After School Care
(DCYA)
 The National Obesity
Strategy (DoH)
 Ireland 2016 State
Commemorative
Programme (DAHG)
Cybercrime (Law Reform
Commission)
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Policy Innovation
Unit
(Lead)

G14.6 Children and Young
People’s Services Committees
will put structures and
mechanisms in place to ensure
children and young people’s
active participation in planning,
development, delivery and
evaluation of children’s services

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G14.7 The participation of local
children in the development of
play spaces and play facilities
will be included as a criterion
for the provision of funding in
2015 for National Play Day and
National Recreation Week, and
for the DCYA Capital Funding
Scheme for play and recreation.
G14.8 The Local Government
Management Agency will
ensure that children and young
people (who are local service
users) are included as decisionmakers in library design and
development processes, and in
the planning of child and youth-

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

LOCAL GOV
(Partner)
DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)
LOCAL GOV
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
DCYA have convened a
group to inform a new
Guidance document for
CYPSC on participation by
children and young
people in decision
making. This document
builds on existing
engagement by CYPSCs
with children and young
people.
Consultation with
children and young
people has been included
as a key criteria for play
and recreation initiatives
funded by the DCYA.

The local government
sector
has
provided
examples of how libraries
have become more child
friendly,
through
consultation with the
children in the redesign
of library space. DCYA
44
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

centred initiatives, activities,
events and actions to be held in
public libraries.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Joint Lead with
DAHG)

G14.16 Countrywide
consultation with children and
young people, including
seldom-heard children, will be
held to allow input into the
Ireland 2016 programme in a
meaningful way.

.....

will provide support for
consultation with children
and
young
people
through the Children and
Young
People’s
Participation Hub, which
is
currently
being
developed.
DCYA conducted six
consultations with
children and young
people, including seldom
heard children and young
people, on the theme
‘Imagining Our Future’.
They were also asked for
their ideas on how to
commemorate the
children who died in
1916. The 40 children
who died in the 1916
Rising were remembered
and the report of the
children’s consultations
was launched at a State
Ceremonial Event in June
2016 in Áras an
Uachtaráin. A memorial
playground was proposed
45
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
at the consultations as
the best way to
remember those children
who died in 1916. Work
has begun on this project.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Early Years Unit
(Lead)

G14.17 The participation of
children in decision-making will
be included as a core principle
and aim in the National Early
Years Strategy

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Early Years Unit
(Partner)

G14.18 Non-governmental
organisations will continue to
support the implementation of
the Síolta Quality Assurance
Programme, which includes a
Standard (Standard 4) on
consultation and on including
the voice of the child in issues
relating to their daily
experiences in Early Years
settings.
G14.19 The Department of
Children and Youth Affairs will
develop a National Youth
Strategy, involving young
people in its development and
including their participation in
decision-making as a core

DES
(Lead)

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Youth Affairs Unit
(Lead)

Youth Sector
(Partner)

A national consultation
with children under 6 has
been undertaken the
results of which will be
used to inform the final
strategy
€0.5m secured in Budget
2016 for the appointment
of a Síolta Co-ordinator to
oversee the training of
additional Síolta mentors
and the further roll-out of
the Síolta QAP.

The purpose of the
consultation was to
ensure that the
development of the
National Youth Strategy
was informed by the
views of all relevant
46
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

principle and aim

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Youth Affairs Unit
(Lead)

G14.29 Young people will be
provided with opportunities to
participate in decision-making
in the design, delivery and
evaluation of youth services and
programmes through
implementation of the Quality
Standards Framework for Staffled Youth Projects and Quality
Standards for Volunteer-led
Youth Groups.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
stakeholders, including
young people up to the
age of 24, as well as
experts and academics.
The Quality Standards
Framework for Staff-led
Youth Projects and
Quality Standards for
Volunteer-led Youth
Groups are both cyclical
therefore they are
achieved every three
years for NQSF or
annually for the club
standards.
The process for NQSF
requires focus groups and
observations on practice
and young people are key
stakeholders in the
processes.
Standards for Volunteerled youth groups provide
a mechanism for young
people to have a voice
and an influence over
their engagement in
youth club/group
programme and purpose.
47
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)

DoH
(Lead)
DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)
DoH
(Lead)

Action for 2015

G14.32 The Department of
Health will commit to provide
opportunities for consultation
with children and young people
to facilitate their views in areas
of key policy development, as
appropriate, and will
collaborate with the DCYA to
facilitate such engagement.
G14.33 The Department of
Health will consult with young
people as part of the
development of the National
Obesity Strategy and any health
promotion campaigns arising
from that strategy.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Implementation is ongoing and actively
supported by the DCYA;
Education and Training
Boards and some national
youth organisations.
DCYA consulted with
children and young
people, in partnership
with the Department of
Health, to inform the
development of the
National Obesity
Strategy.
DCYA consulted with
children and young
people, in partnership
with the Department of
Health, to inform the
development of the
National Obesity
Strategy.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Family Functioning
& Children’s Rights
Policy Unit
(Lead)

G14.42 The DCYA will bring
forward proposals to
significantly reform the
provisions in the Child Care Act
1991 relating to Guardians ad
litem.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DCYA
Research Unit
(Lead)

G14.45 The DCYA will ensure
that children and young
people’s views will be included
in the development of the
national outcome indicators and
the national well-being
indicators

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Work on the reform of
Guardian ad litem
arrangements in 2015
included the
development and
dissemination of a
consultation paper to a
wide range of
stakeholders. Responses
to the paper, which
comprehended some 15
areas, will inform the
development of policy
proposals and legislative
reform in this area.
A discrete exercise was
undertaken (Qtr1 2016)
to review and document
consultations undertaken
with children and young
people by Participation,
Play and Recreation and
Culture Unit. This
document will inform the
comprehensive (Delphi)
expert and stakeholder
consultation to produce
the final set of child
indicators for Better
49
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Outcomes Brighter
Futures.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G15.1 The DCYA will develop
and publish a National Strategy
on Children and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking.

The first National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking was launched by
the Minister for Children
and Youth Affairs on 15th
June, 2015
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 Children and young
people’s participation will be
included by all relevant
Government departments in the
objectives and actions of their
Statements of Strategy.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The participation of
children and young
people is included in
Strategic Objective 4 of
the DCYA Statement of
Strategy 2015-2017:
Support the Department
and key stakeholders in
accessing better evidence
and facilitating the active
participation of children
and young people in
decisions that affect their
individual and collective
lives
Citizen Participation, Play
and Recreation & Culture
Unit: DCYA has included
consultation with
children and young
people as a criterion for
funding under the DCYA
Capital Grant Scheme for
Play and Recreation and
made it a requirement for
funding for National Play
Day and National
Recreation Week.
Research Unit: A
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
requirement of the
Request for Tenders for
Growing Up in Ireland
Phase 2 was that a
plan to support
meaningful engagement
with children and young
people was part of the
instrumentation
development for each
wave of data collection
Youth Affairs Unit: This is
being added to all new
funding schemes as a
criteria:
In 2015/16 the Youth
Employability Scheme has
had this requirement.
Consultation with young
people is also considered
in the context of the
Youth Capital Funding
Scheme 2016/2017.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
IYJS: Within detention
young people are assisted
in expressing their views
through the provision of
an advocacy service
which is available as a
one-to-one service to all
in detention. This has
been facilitated through a
Service Agreement over
the past few years.
Youth Affairs Unit: In
implementing the NQSF
and Club Quality
Standards, feedback
opportunities for young
people are in-built (see
above). This is also a core
component of the
operation of Youth Cafes
funded through relevant
capital programmes.
Through Children First
implementation,
complaint mechanisms
relevant to child welfare
and protection are also in
place.

53

Citizen Participation, Play
and Recreation & Culture
Unit: DCYA is in the
process of developing the
Children and Young
People’s Participation
Hub, which will assist
with supporting
Government
departments and
agencies with developing
child and youth friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

Action for 2015

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Citizen Participation, Play
and Recreation & Culture
Unit: All participation
initiatives undertaken by
DCYA involve a report
writer who is contracted
to attend and write a
report of the consultation
process and the key
decisions taken by
participants, as reflected
in the voting outcomes at
each consultation. These
reports are then
presented to the relevant
policy decision makers for
action.
Youth Affairs Unit:
Currently NQSF provides
a space for this; this will
also be further built into
the youth funding
programme currently
under reform through the
implementation of the
Value for Money and
Policy Review of the
youth funding schemes

54

IYJS: Setting up of
‘Council’ type facility
where young people can
express their views on
issues that affect their
day-to-day lives within
detention is in train with
the assistance of external
agencies.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

Action for 2015

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Citizen Participation, Play
and Recreation & Culture
Unit: DCYA sought the
views of children and
young people on human
rights in Ireland in
cooperation with the
Department of Justice
and Equality. This survey
informed Ireland’s
Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) Report to the
United Nations. Ireland is
the first country in the
world to involve children
in its UPR Report.
Youth Affairs Unit: In
reporting on the EU
Youth Strategy,
consultation with young
people is build in to the
process.

Family Functioning &
Children’s Rights Policy
Unit: In 2015, financial
support was provided by
the Department of
Children and Youth
Affairs to the Children’s
Rights Alliance to compile
a Children and Young
Persons’ Report, "Picture
your Rights" for
presentation to the
United Nations
Committee Committee's
Pre-Sessional Hearing in
Geneva in June 2015. The
Department also assisted
with the costs involved in
a number of young
people meeting the
Committee at the PreSessional Hearing.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

DCYA
Youth Affairs Unit
& Policy
Innovation Unit
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.7 Children and young
people will be involved in
informing the implementation
of Better Outcomes, Brighter
Futures through the formal
engagement of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive and
the EU Structured Dialogue
(Youth) Group with the
implementation structures of
Better Outcomes, Brighter
Futures.

Youth Affairs Unit: The
Structured Dialogue
Working Group provides
a national participation
and consultation
structure for young
people aged 15-30 to
feed into European youth
policy on pertinent issues.
A formal mechanism for
engagement of young
people involved in
Structured Dialogue with
the Policy Consortium has
progressed. The
Structured Dialogue
Working Group has linked
with the Children and
Young People’s Policy
Consortium.
Policy Innovation Unit:
Comhairle: PIU are
presently working with
Participation Unit to
involve the National
Executive with a focus on
their education priority.
Structured Dialogue: PIU
56
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
official attended the
Structured Dialogue
conference in April 2016.
Discussions are ongoing
with NYCI to involve
structured dialogue in
BOBF implementation.
Both groups will attend
meetings of the Policy
Consortium in mid-2016

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

DCYA
Policy Innovation
Unit
(Lead)

G16.7 Mechanisms will be
developed for involving children
and young people in the
assessment of local needs and
in evaluation processes as part
of a monitoring and evaluation
framework for the Area-Based
Childhood (ABC) Programme

Children are participating
in the evaluation of the
ABC programme. Needs
assessments were
conducted during the
application and service
design phases during
2013/2014.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G17 Create mechanisms to
provide children and young
people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through Student
Councils or other ageappropriate mechanisms.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)

G17.1 The Department of
Education and Skills will
encourage more primary
schools and all post-primary
schools to establish student
councils. Data from the latest
Lifeskills Survey (2012) indicate
that 14% of primary schools and
97% of post-primary schools
have established student
councils.

DES
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The
Deparmtent
of
Education and Skills has
gathered data on the
number of
student
councils through the
Lifeskills Survey 2015 ,
which will be published
shortly. DES will then
review the effectiveness
of post primary student
councils with a view to
moving towards the
desired outcome for 2017
of increasing the number
and effectiveness of
student
councils
at
primary and post primary
level. DCYA will provide
support through the
Children
and
Young
People’s
Participation
Hub, which is currently
being developed.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G17 Create mechanisms to
provide children and young
people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through Student
Councils or other ageappropriate mechanisms.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Partner)

G17.2 The Department of
Education and Skills Schools
Inspectorate will review its
current practices on student
participation in the inspection
process with a view to
enhancing the level and quality
of student participation.

DCYA is working with the
DES Schools Inspectorate
to support the work of
the Comhairle na nOg
National Executive which
is focussed on the
student experience in the
classroom. The output
from this work may
inform the Inspectorates
review of its current
practices on student
participation.

G17 Create mechanisms to
provide children and young
people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through Student
Councils or other ageappropriate mechanisms.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G17.6 The DCYA will engage
proactively with the National
Association of Principals and
Deputy Principals to build a
stronger role for student
councils to promote the value
of the student voice in schools

DCYA continues to have
successful engagement
with
the
National
Association of Principals
and Deputy Principals and
to promote the value of
the student voice in
schools.

DES
(Lead)

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
/ Policy Innovation
Unit
(Lead)

Action for 2015

G20.1 Establish terms of
reference and mechanisms for
the engagement between the
Comhairle na nÓg National
Executive and the structures
established to oversee the
implementation of Better
Outcomes, Brighter Futures

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Citizen Participation, Play
and Recreation & Culture
Unit: The Comhairle na
nÓg National Executive
and the Structured
Dialogue Working Group
are named as the
mechanism for
engagement by children
and young people in the
implementation
structures for Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Futures (BOBF)
The Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive met
with the BOBF Policy
Consortium and Advisory
Group in June 2016 to
present their work on
improving teaching and
learning in the classroom.
Policy Innovation Unit:
Mechanism for
engagement between the
Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive and
BOBF infrastructure
agreed within DCYA.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G20.4 Ongoing support and
improvement of Comhairle na
nÓg will be maintained through
the administration and
oversight of the Comhairle na
nÓg Development Fund,
awarded to Local Authorities.

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

DECLG & LOCAL
GOV
(Partners)

G20.5 Support and training to
Comhairle na nÓg across the
country will be maintained to
ensure the development of best
practice

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The DCYA continues to
support the development
of Comhairle na nÓg
through the Comhairle na
nÓg Development Fund.
The statistical data
gathered by Pobal as part
of the CNN reporting
process, are used to
identify strengths and
areas where
improvement is needed.
This data is published
annually on the DCYA
website. The most recent
report was published in
May 2016.
The DCYA funds three
dedicated Participation
Officers who provide
training and support to
Comhairlí around the
country.

DECLG & LOCAL
GOV
(Partners)
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.
G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young

DCYA
Youth Affairs Unit
(Lead)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies
G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States
of the European Union.

All DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partners)

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
DCYA is working with the
Department of Education
and Skills to support the
Comhairle na nÓg
National Executive on the
development of a survey
on teaching and learning
in the classroom.

Full implementation of
Structured Dialogue in
Ireland is on-going.

G21.1 The DCYA will establish a
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub to become
the national centre for
excellence on children and
young people’s participation.
The hub will champion and
promote participation, create

The following steps have
been taken to establish
the Children and Young
People’s
Participation
Hub
Completion of a scoping
exercise of potential
users needs to inform the
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

resources and training
materials, conduct training,
document and disseminate
learning, and establish an online
children’s participation
database.

development of the hub.
Delivery of the first DCYA
training programme on
creative methods of
facilitation and seeking
the views of children and
young people.
Development
of
an
online
database of
participation resources
which is available online,
updated and promoted
on an ongoing basis.
DCYA has commissioned
an audit of education and
training on children’s
rights and children’s and
young
people’s
participation in decisionmaking in all third level
and further education
programmes
and
continuing professional
development
programmes in Ireland.
The report will be
published in Q4 2016.

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

Action for 2015

G21.2 The DCYA Children and
Young People’s Participation
Support Team will continue to
provide leadership, guidance
and support for children and
young people’s participation
initiatives across Government.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS




DCYA has worked
collaboratively with
internal department
Units and other
Government
Departments on
various participation
initiatives listed on
page 1 (G14.2).
The DCYA conducted
its first training
programme in
participative methods
of consulting with
children to Comhairle
na nÓg coordinators,
Tusla staff and
members of the
Children’s Rights
Alliance in July 2016.

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.
G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.3 Guidance on engaging
children and young people in
decision-making in the work of
Children and Young People’s
Services Committees (CYPSCs)
will be developed by the DCYA
in consultation with CYPSCs.

The DCYA Citizen
Participation Unit has
developed guidance on
engaging children and
young people in the work
of Children and Young
People‘s Services
Committees.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.4 A Toolkit on involving
seldom-heard children and
young people in decisionmaking will be published by the
DCYA and made available
through the Participation Hub.

A practical guide to
including seldom heard
children and young
people in decision making
was published in June
2015 and is available in
soft and hard copy.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA Citizen
Participation, Play
and Recreation &
Culture Unit
(Lead)

G21.8 Through the Children and
Young People’s Participation
Hub, the DCYA will form
partnerships with third-level
and adult education institutions
to oversee development of
education and training on
children’s right to participation
in decision-making for
professionals who work with
and on behalf of children and
young people.

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DCYA
Policy Innovation
Unit
(Lead)

G21.9 A mechanism will be
developed to ensure that
initiatives undertaken by
Children and Young People’s
Services Committees (CYPSCs)
to involve children and young
people in decision-making are
regularly reported to the DCYA.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The DCYA has
commissioned an audit of
education and training on
children’s rights and
children’s and young
people’s participation in
decision-making in all
third level and further
education programmes
and continuing
professional development
programmes in Ireland.
The report will be
published in Q4 2016.
Planning and Reporting
mechanisms for CYPSCs
are under review and this
review will include issues
arising on participation
and reporting to key
stakeholders.

BACK TO ACTION PLAN

66

BACK TO INDEX

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.
5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people.

DCYA
Policy Innovation
Unit
(Lead)

G21.10 A mechanism to share
information and resources
between CYPSCs and the
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub will be
identified and developed.

Planning and Reporting
mechanisms for CYPSCs
are under review and this
review will include issues
arising on participation
and reporting to key
stakeholders

DCYA
Irish Youth Justice
Service
(Partner with DES)

5.13.1 An Garda Síochána will
contribute to realising this
outcome by:
The delivery of the Garda
Schools Programmes (Primary
and Secondary Schools).
Through the Garda Youth
Diversion Programme, An Garda
Síochána will engage with
young people who engage in
criminal behaviour to establish
their needs and priorities.
An Garda Síochána will engage
with young people, youth
organisations and educational
institutions on issues relating to
policing , crime prevention and
road safety.

As participation of a
young person in a Garda
Youth Diversion Project is
voluntary Youth Justice
Workers must engage
one-to-one with
participants to
design activities and
interventions. In addition,
the Irish Youth Justice
Service has introduced a
risk assessment and case
management tool which
requires conversations
with the young person
and stresses that they be
involved at every point of
the process, including
upon completion of the

AGS
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

67

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
BACK TO INDEX

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people.

Lead and Partners

DCYA
Irish Youth Justice
Service
(Partner with AGS)

DJE
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
assessment and in case
planning.
The IYJS, through the
Youth Justice Action Plan
Implementation Team,
will assist in progressing
this with the relevant
groups represented in the
team.

5.13.2 The Joint Policing
Committees will improve their
engagement with young
people’s organisations such as
Comhairle na nÓg in discussions
of local crime and community
safety issues.
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Template 2: Department of Education & Skills
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and
young people appropriately in
the development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of
the DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

G14.18 Non-governmental
organisations will continue to
support the implementation of
the Síolta Quality Assurance
Programme, which includes a
Standard (Standard 4) on
consultation and on including
the voice of the child in issues
relating to their daily
experiences in Early Years
settings.

DCYA, NGOs/
Childcare services
and practitioners
(Partners)
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

G14.20 Young people will
continue to be consulted as
part of the revision of curricula,
including the Primary School
Curriculum and the Junior
Cycle Student Awards.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
DEIS is the DES’s main policy
intervention in relation to
educational
disadvantage. A review of
DEIS is underway. As part of
the consultation process, a
Children’s Participation
Forum will be held in late
2016.

The NCCA consult with
young people on
curriculum change in all
sectors for all subjects.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

G14.21 The Department of
Education and Skills will ensure
that:
the views of children and
young people will be reflected
in the Digital Strategy for
Schools;
the views of young people are
gathered through the Webwise
Youth Advisory Panel.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Education & Skills

G14.22 The National
Educational Psychological
Service will ensure the voice of
the child contributes to the
development of policy and
service delivery in relation to
the provision of psychological
services to schools and
children, where this is
appropriate.

(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Consultation with
children and young
people to inform the
Digital Strategy included
meetings with the Digital
Youth Council,
workshops with students
at eXcited Digital
Learning Festival and
focus groups with
primary and postprimary pupils facilitated
by the DCYA in
conjunction with Youth
Work Ireland.
During
2015
NEPS
developed and piloted
the Engaging Children
and Young people: NEPS
Pupil Leaflet – for
primary pupils and postprimary students. These
leaflets
focus
on
explaining the NEPS
service to a child/ young
person, discuss how a
psychologist will work
with them and why and
70

Following successful piloting
of the Engaging Children and
Young people: NEPS Pupil
Leaflets they are now being
produced and will be
distributed for general use
within the service in the
coming academic year.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

Action for 2015

G14.26 Students will be
consulted on teacher
education and a range of other
matters. Appropriate
mechanisms for consulting
students will be determined in
consultation with relevant
agencies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
help the child/young
person
decide
on
questions to ask the
psychologist
• As part of the Cosán
consultation with
stakeholders on 24
September 2015 the
Teaching Council invited
the Director of the
National Youth Council,
the Ombudsman for
Children, President and
Secretary from the ISSU
and the President of the
USI.
• Teaching Council
consultation event on
School Placement on 27
January 2016 involved
inputs from students in
ITEs.
Current Teaching Council
Research on School
Placement will involve
consultation with
students.
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As part of the Teaching
Council’s Pilot of Review and
Accreditation procedures
with Initial Teacher
Education providers the
Review Panel met with
sample of student teachers
in all years. This process did
not continue in review of
reconceptualised
programmes as students did
not yet have experience of
these programmes. The
input of students will be
sought in the second cycle of
review.
In relation to “a range of
other matters” DEIS is the
DES’s main policy
intervention in relation to
educational
disadvantage. A review of
DEIS is underway. As part of
the consultation process, a
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Children’s Participation
Forum will be held in late
2016

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Education & Skills

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Education & Skills

(Lead)

(Lead)

G14.27 Through its
consultative forum and other
consultative processes, the
National Council for Special
Education will continue to
consult with children and
young people and/or their
representative groups.
G14.28 Traveller
representative groups will be
required to include the voices
of children and young people
in their engagement with the
Department of Education and
Skills

This commitment was
overtaken by events as
the Department of
Justice and Equality
began work on the
development of a new
National Roma and
Traveller integration
Strategy (NTRIS) and
consulted extensively
with representative
groups. The interaction
between DES and
representative groups
was through the NTRIS
steering committee
meetings.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Education & Skills

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

G14.30 Apprentices will
continue to have their views
represented on the National
Apprenticeship Advisory
Committee through their
union representation. The
views of apprentices will also
inform the work of the
Education and Training Boards,
the Institutes of Technology
and SOLAS –the Further
Education and Training
Authority.
G15.2 Children and young
people’s participation will be
included by all relevant
Government departments in
the objectives and actions of
their Statements of Strategy.

(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The NAAC met a number
of times in 2015, where
union members
contributed on behalf of
apprentices.

Under the Improving Quality
& Accountability Goal in the
Department’s
Statements of Strategy
the Department confirms it
“will drive improvements in
standards by the
introduction of new systems
of governance accountability
and quality assurance which
will include reporting to
school communities,
empowering parents and
children and improving
autonomy and accountability
where they support school
73
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
effectiveness” In addition,
the Department is
committed supporting a
range of objectives under the
DCYA Better Outcomes
Brighter Future strategy.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA

The DES Statement of
Strategy 2015-2017 includes
a commitment to
drive improvements in
standards by ……
empowering parents and
children
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

DES regularly conducts a
Lifeskills survey which
monitors students’
participation in a variety
of initiatives. This data is
used to inform policy
decisions.

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

Department of
Education & Skills

G15.10 Where relevant, SOLAS
strategies and all Education
and Training Boards will be
required to incorporate the
principles and objectives of the
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking in their 5-year Strategy
Statements

(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

A first National Adult Learner
Forum (incorporating
participation from learners
under 25) was held in the
Mansion house in February
2016 and its report will
inform policy and strategy in
the Further Education and
Training area. Education and
Training Boards are also
developing FET Customer
Service Charters to detail
how ETBs will engage with
learners in relevant decision
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

children.

making processes in terms of
FET provision

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and
well-being at community
level.

Department of
Education & Skills

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

G16.8 Comhairle na nÓg will be
represented on Education and
Training Boards

Pursuant to Section
30(11)(a) of the
Education and Training
Boards Act, 2013, the
Minister has specified
that the National Youth
Council of Ireland (NYCI)
is one of the 18 bodies
that has the right to
nominate persons for
appointment to
Education and Training
Boards (ETBs). The
appointment process
operates at local ETB
level.

G17.1 The Department of
Education and Skills will
encourage more primary
schools and all post-primary
schools to establish student
councils. Data from the latest
Lifeskills Survey (2012) indicate
that 14% of primary schools
and 97% of post-primary
schools have established

The Lifeskills Survey 2015
gathered data on the
number of student councils.
The report on the findings
from the Lifeskills survey will
be published shortly. Work is
required on reviewing the
effectiveness of post primary
student councils with a view
to moving towards the
77
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

student councils.

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

G17.2 The Department of
Education and Skills Schools
Inspectorate will review its
current practices on student
participation in the inspection
process with a view to
enhancing the level and quality
of student participation.

.....

desired outcome for 2017 of
increasing the number and
effectiveness of student
councils at primary and post
primary level.
The Inspectorate has
completed this review
and piloted modified
approaches to the
establishment of student
and pupil focus groups
during external
evaluations. These
include greater
inspectorate
involvement in the
identification of the
children to attend focus
group interviews and
briefing children in
advance of the meeting
so that they can be more
informed and active
participants.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

G17.3 The Teaching Council
will consult students on
teacher education and a range
of other matters. Appropriate
mechanisms for consulting
students will be determined in
consultation with relevant
agencies.

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

G17.4 The National Forum for
the Enhancement of Teaching
and Learning will analyse the
data from the first full Irish
Survey of Student Engagement
(ISSE) (2014). A report based
on improving the student
experience will be published in
2015.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
As part of the Teaching
Council’s Pilot of Review and
Accreditation procedures
with Initial Teacher
Education providers the
Review Panel met with
sample of student teachers
in all years. This process did
not continue in review of
reconceptualised
programmes as students did
not yet have experience of
these programmes. The
input of students will be
sought in the second cycle of
review.
Report published in 2015
and available at
info@hea.ie
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

G17 Create mechanisms
to provide children and
young people with the
opportunity to be heard in
primary and post-primary
schools and centres for
education through
Student Councils or other
age-appropriate
mechanisms.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G17.5 Students’ voices will
continue to be represented
through mechanisms such as
the National Forum’s
‘Teaching Heroes’ awards
scheme, in partnership with
the Union of Students in
Ireland (USI).
The outputs of the data
gathered through the
‘Teaching Heroes’ awards will
inform the design by the
National Forum of a
professional development
framework for teachers in
higher education, to be
established in 2015. Student
representation will continue,
through the USI, on the boards
of the Higher Education
Authority and the National
Forum, as well as a range of
committees and at policy
forums.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters
that affect their lives at a
national policy level through
Dáil na nÓg. In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the
Comhairle na nÓg National
Executive will be facilitated by
the DCYA and other relevant
Government departments and
agencies.

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that
feedback to the young
people is always provided
in return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

DCYA
(Lead)

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
A senior DES inspector has
been nominated to work
with and advise Comhairle na
nÓg, National Executive, on
educational questions arising
from its work on the topic of
students having a stronger
voice in the classroom,
during the current
Executive’s two year term of
office. The inspector liaises
with the DCYA Citizen
Participation Unit and is also
a member of the Steering
Committee of education
experts that advises the
National Executive on its
work.

G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States
of the European Union.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people.

Department of
Education & Skills
(Partners with
DCYA)

AGS
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

5.13.1 An Garda Síochána will
contribute to realising this
outcome by:

The Garda Schools
Programme is an education
programme for 5th class
pupils in Primary Schools
throughout the country. It
promotes sensible and
responsible behaviour and
fosters a positive attitude
towards the Gardaí. It
achieves this through visiting
the classroom and engaging
in discussion with the
students. The programme
consists of a series of
presentations given to the
school students by their local
Gardaí on the role of the
Garda, road/cycle safety,
bullying, vandalism, personal
safety, drugs and crime
prevention. In 2012, the
Garda Primary Schools
programme introduced a
new initiative called
‘Respectful Online
Communication’. This
initiative addresses the
personal safety issues that
arise through communicating

The delivery of the Garda
Schools Programmes (Primary
and Secondary Schools).
Through the Garda Youth
Diversion Programme, An
Garda Síochána will engage
with young people who engage
in criminal behaviour to
establish their needs and
priorities.
An Garda Síochána will engage
with young people, youth
organisations and educational
institutions on issues relating
to policing , crime prevention
and road safety.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
using media and technology.
It aims to foster a sense of
care and respect for others
online and to equip students
with the skills to deal
effectively with cyber
bullying. E mail:
schoolsprogramme@garda.ie
01-6663891.
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Template 3: Department of Health
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Health
(Lead)

HSE
(Partner)

G14.31 The Healthy Ireland
Council will explore and use
appropriate means of
engagement with children and
young people in order to seek
their views.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Consultations with
children and young
people have been
undertaken in the
development of the new
children’s hospital and
the forthcoming National
Obesity Policy. DOH has
also undertaken to
consult with children and
young people in
preparation for the new
National Drugs Strategy;
DOH is liaising with DCYA
on these arrangements.
The Healthy Ireland
Council has established a
Children’s Sub-Group and
work areas have been
considered under the
Council’s action planning.
Anne O’Donnell, DCYA,
presented on the area to
the HI Council in 2015.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Department of
Health
(Lead)

G14.32 The Department of
Health will commit to provide
opportunities for consultation
with children and young people
to facilitate their views in areas
of key policy development, as
appropriate, and will
collaborate with the DCYA to
facilitate such engagement.

DCYA
(Partner)

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Department of
Health
(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

G14.33 The Department of
Health will consult with young
people as part of the
development of the National
Obesity Strategy and any health
promotion campaigns arising
from that strategy.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Consultations with
children and young
people have been
undertaken in the
development of the new
children’s hospital and
the forthcoming National
Obesity Policy. DOH has
also undertaken to
consult with children and
young people in
preparation for the new
National Drugs Strategy;
DOH is liaising with DCYA
on these arrangements.
Children, represented by
members of Dáil na nÓg
and a sample of junior
cycle students,
participated in
consultations on the
development of the
obesity policy, led by
DCYA.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Department of
Health
(Partner)

G14.35 Children and young
people will be included in the
development and design of the
National Children’s Hospital and
in its ongoing operation.

HSE
(Lead)
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Consultations with
children and young
people have been
undertaken in the
development of the new
children’s hospital

G15.2 Children and young
people’s participation will be
included by all relevant
Government departments in the
objectives and actions of their
Statements of Strategy.

DOH will consider this
area in the context of the
next Statement of
Strategy.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

DOH will consider this
area in the future.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub

DOH will consider this
area in the future in the
context of opportunities
arising.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
DOH co-ordinates the
Health Behaviour in
School Aged Children
study; we also oversee
the Healthy Ireland
Survey which includes
young people aged 15-24.

DOH will consider this
area in the future.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

Department of
Health
(Partner)

G15.11 A framework to include
the voices of children and young
people in the design,
implementation and evaluation
of health and well-being
services will be developed,
commencing in 2015,
incorporating the principles and
objectives of the National
Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

HSE
(Lead)

Department of
Health
(Lead)

Community and
Voluntary Sectors
(Partners)

G16.1 Young people will be
centrally involved in the
development and management
of drug and alcohol-free venues
and programmes for young
people (e.g. youth cafés,
alcohol-free music and dance
venues, and sports venues),
with an emphasis on those most
at risk.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
DOH is supportive of HSE
work in this area.

Funding has been
provided to Local and
Regional Drug and
Alcohol Task forces to
facilitate the
development and
management of
programmes for young
people with an emphasis
on those most at risk.
Examples include sports,
youth clubs, arts
initiatives and youth
diversionary
programmes.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

Department of
Health
(Partner)

G16.3 Children and young
people will be consulted by
services seeking to respond to
parental substance misuse or
substance misuse in families as
targeted by the ‘Hidden Harm’
initiative.
G16.4 Children and young
people will be included in
consultations with communities
to inform the development of
Primary Care Services.

DOH is supportive of HSE
work in this area.

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

DOH is supportive of
DCYA work in this area.

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)
Department of
Health
(Partner)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

DOH is supportive of HSE
work in this area.

HSE
(Lead)
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)
DCYA
(Lead)
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner)
DCYA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States
of the European Union.

DOH is supportive of
DCYA work in this area.
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Template 4: Department of Justice and Equality
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DJE
(Lead)

G14.41 All relevant Justice
stakeholders will consult with
young people regarding justice
policies and issues that affect
their lives.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Seek the Views of Young
People: While at present
there is no specific
arrangement for formally
seeking the views of
young people in relation
to youth crime, policy and
practice, in the Probation
Service’s work to assess
and supervise young
people, their opinions
and views are solicited
and used to inform
service delivery. In the
past service users have
been consulted in the
development of policies
within the Young Persons
Probation Community
Based Organisations (YPP
CBOs).
Seek the Views of Young
People: While at present
there is no specific
arrangement for formally
seeking the views of
young people in relation
92

As participation of a
young person in a Garda
Youth Diversion Project is
voluntary Youth Justice
Workers must engage
one-to-one with
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
to youth crime, policy and
practice, in the Probation
Service’s work to assess
and supervise young
people, their opinions
and views are solicited
and used to inform
service delivery. In the
past service users have
been consulted in the
development of policies
within the Young Persons
Probation Community
Based Organisations (YPP
CBOs).

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DJE
(Lead)

.....

G14.43 Devise regulations
setting standards with regard to
the qualifications, role and
performance of the experts
provided for under the Children
and Family Relationships Act
2015 to ascertain the views of
the child in private family law
proceedings.
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participants to design
activities and
interventions. In addition,
the Irish Youth Justice
Service has introduced a
risk assessment and case
management tool which
requires conversations
with the young person
and stresses that they be
involved at every point of
the process, including
upon completion of the
assessment and in case
planning.
The Department has
prepared draft
regulations and these
were circulated to
relevant stakeholders for
observations. The
comments received are
being analysed and it is
expected that the
regulations will be
finalised shortly.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DJE
(Lead)

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS

G14.44 In reviewing its services,
the Legal Aid Board’s External
Consultative Panel will seek to
improve its mechanisms for
hearing the voice of children
and young people in the context
of examining the impact on
children and young people of
the Board’s policies and
procedures.
G15.2 Children and young
people’s participation will be
included by all relevant
Government departments in the
objectives and actions of their
Statements of Strategy.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Legal Aid Board’s
Panel has met on three
occasions since the
Strategy was put in place
and has reflected on
issues including the
implications of the
Children and Family
Relationships Act 2015.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Probation Service
allocates funding through
the D/CYA to 16
community-based
organisations to provide
programmes to young
offenders in order to
address their needs and
to reduce the likelihood
of their reoffending.
Service users have been
consulted in the past in
the development of
policies within these
organisations.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

Collation of data:
Information on offenders
is stored and collated on
the Probation Service
Case Tracking System.
(CTS).Statistical
information to inform
service delivery can be
generated.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

DJE, with the assistance
of DCYA ran a targeted
consultation process with
children prior to
completion of Ireland’s
National UPR Report so
as to ensure that the
voices of children and
young people and human
rights issues of concern to
them were reflected in
the Report.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G18 Create mechanisms to
provide children with the
opportunity to be heard in
judicial proceedings
affecting them, including
through independent
representatives where
appropriate.

DJE
(Lead)

G18.1 Mediators from the
Family Mediation Service will
ensure children’s views are
heard and taken into account in
the process of family mediation,
as appropriate, to ensure the
best interests of the child are
upheld.

G18 Create mechanisms to
provide children with the
opportunity to be heard in
judicial proceedings
affecting them, including
through independent
representatives where
appropriate.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DJE
(Lead)

G18.2 A service-level agreement
with Empowering People in
Care (EPIC) has been agreed to
make children in detention
aware of their rights and their
right to make a complaint. This
will be developed and
implemented in 2015.
G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

Tusla
(Partner)

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partners)

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
In April 2016 the Legal
Aid Board / Family
Mediation Service
published a Policy and
Procedures document for
its mediators in relation
to direct consultation
with children.
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Reflection is being given
to the potential role of
mediators as a conduit
for conveying ‘the voice
of the child’ in certain
court proceedings.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.
5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

DCYA
(Lead)
DJE
(Lead)

DCYA & AGS
(Partners)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States
of the European Union.

5.13.2 The Joint Policing
Committees will improve their
engagement with young
people’s organisations such as
Comhairle na nÓg in discussions
of local crime and community
safety issues.

The JPC operating
guidelines (revised
August 2014) now
explicitly identifies youth
organisations as one of
the stakeholder groups
that Committees should
engage with as part of
their work.
JPC’s have been reestablished in 2015
following the
implementation of the
new Local Government
arrangements and their
work is being kept under
ongoing review.
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Template 5: Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Social Inclusion and
Community Activation
Programme (SICAP)
supports the participation
and engagement of
young people and
children by developing
the capacity of this cohort
to participate and input
on local, regional and
national decision making
structures that affect
their lives.
Representative bodies for
Children and Young
People have been
consulted by Local
Community Development
Committees in the
development of Local
Economic and
Community Plans.

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 Children and young
people’s participation will be
included by all relevant
Government departments in the
objectives and actions of their
Statements of Strategy.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Children and Young
People are named as core
target groups of the
SICAP under the following
 Children and Families
living in
disadvantaged areas.
 Young Unemployed
People living in
disadvantaged areas
 Young People 15-24
years who are not in
employment,
education or training
(NEET’s)
Hence the above groups
have to be prioritised for
support and funding in all
local SICAP action plans.
The aim of SICAP is to
reduce poverty and
promote social inclusion
and equality through
local, regional and
national engagement and
collaboration. SICAP
encompasses a lifecycle
approach and will be
engaging with young
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The Framework Policy on
Local and Community
Development sets out a
number of commitments
in relation to engaging
and consulting with
communities in the
planning and
development of future
policies and programmes.
A local and Community
development Forum is to
be established in 2016 to
develop an
implementation plan for
this policy at which point
stakeholders including
CYPSCs and the public will
be consulted.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
people that are living in
disadvantaged areas
and/or members of one
following priority target
groups
 Children and Families
in Disadvantaged
Areas
 Lone Parents
 New Communities
(including
refugees/asylum
seekers)
 People living in
Disadvantaged
Communities
 People with
Disabilities
 Roma
 The Unemployed
(including those not
on the Live Register)
 Travellers
 Young unemployed
people living in
disadvantaged areas
 NEETs – Young
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
people aged 15- 24
years who are not in
employment,
education or training

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

Not currently in place for
SICAP but will consider as
part of SICAP review and
evaluation

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The data collection
system for SICAP, the IRIS
system provides robust
data on the relevant
SICAP target groups for
young people and
children. This data is
inputted locally by SICAP
Programme
Implementers and
provides an overview at a
local level and national
level of the annual
outputs and outcomes for
this cohort of people.

DECLG is currently
engaging with DCYA
around the engagement
of CYPSCs and youth
groups in the
development of Local
Economic and
Community Plans. Initial
returns indicate that
children and youth
groups (including CYPSCs)
have been included in the
LECP development
process.
Not applicable to SICAP
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DECLG
(Lead)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DECLG
(Partner with
LOCAL GOV)

G20.3 The Department of the
Environment, Community and
Local Government (DECLG) will
nominate a Departmental
representative to become a
member of the Steering
Committee established to
support the development and
implementation of a 5-year
Comhairle na nÓg Development
Plan.
G20.4 Ongoing support and
improvement of Comhairle na
nÓg will be maintained.

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Will consider in consult
with Departmental
Colleagues

The SICAP Unit of DECLG
has communicated with
all Local Community
Development
Committees in Local
Authority areas (June
2015-letter attached)
regarding the need for
the views of children and
young people to be
presented in participatory
forums and
consultations-in
particular: LCDCs Comhairle na nÓg should
be involved in, or
consulted by, the Local
Community Development
104
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Committee (LCDC):
The participation by
relevant local structures
and committees in the
work of the LCDCs is set
out on pg 33 of the LCDC
Operating Guidelines
with Comhairle na n-Óg
listed as one such
structure. LCDCs are
reminded to consider
inviting officials from
these bodies to attend
and participate in specific
LCDC meetings where it
facilitates input and
expertise in matters of
direct relevance to the
LCDCs work.
1. The Public
Participation Network
(PPN):
PPNs are being set up in
all Local Authority areas.
The aim of the new
structures and processes
is to enable community
organisations to
105
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
articulate a diverse range
of views and interests
within the local
government system, and
to allow a diversity of
voices and interests to be
facilitated and involved in
the decision-making
processes of the local
authority.
Where community
representation is
required on appropriate
committees of the Local
Authority, such as
SPCs/LCDCs etc., it must
be sourced through the
PPN. It is open to all
community and voluntary
groups to join the local
PPN and this includes
local branches of
Comhairle na nÓg.
2. LECP Comhairle na nÓg should
be involved in the
development of the Local
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Economic and Community
Plan (LECP) and be named
as the key consultative
structure for children and
young people:
The general approach to
consultation by LCDCs
with communities,
organisations and
stakeholders in relation
to the development of
the LECP is set out in part
3 (pg 2) of the LECP
Guidelines and states that
the community elements
of the LECP should be
developed in a
collaborative,
consultative and
participative way,
affording key
stakeholders the
opportunity to contribute
in a meaningful way.
Given the composition
and role of local youth
councils they should be
considered as a ‘key
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
stakeholder’ for the
purposes of highlighting
young people’s needs and
priorities for inclusion in
the LECP. LCDCs should
consider establishing and
formalising engagement
arrangements with their
local Comhairle to assist
in this process.
All Local Authorities will
be obliged to report on
implementation of the
National Strategy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation
(2015-2020), under Better
Outcomes: Brighter
Futures: the National
Policy Framework for
Children and Young
People (2014-2020).
There are a number of
actions required of local
authorities and LCDCs
under this Policy
Framework, and fostering
close liaison between the
108
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
LCDC and Comhairle na
nÓg will ensure maximum
benefit from Better
Outcomes: Brighter
Futures for communities
in the local authority area

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

DECLG
(Partner with
LOCAL GOV)
DCYA
(Lead)

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

G20.5 Support and training to
Comhairle na nÓg across the
country will be maintained to
ensure the development of best
practice.

Not currently applicable

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

Requests not yet
received.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States
of the European Union.

Not currently applicable.
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Template 6: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

Submissions were sought
from Comhairle na nOg as
part of the consultation
process in developing the
last DTTAS Statement of
Strategy and will also be
sought in developing the
next Statement of
Strategy.

G14.10 A forum will be
established to enable children
to participate in decisions that
may impact on their
participation in sport. This
forum will explore existing
models, such as the
participation structures being
established in the GAA, to be
used or adapted by other
national governing bodies of
sport to facilitate the
involvement of children and
young people in decisionmaking.

Sports Ireland are
working with a number of
sports in developing a
programme of engaging
young people in decision
making in their sports.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.12 The views of children
and young people on the
services provided will be invited
on the Smarter Travel and Bike
Week programmes.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.13 The inclusion of children
and young people in the
consultation process for the
next Green Schools Programme
will be incorporated as a
qualifying criterion.
G14.14 Children and youth
groups will be consulted during
public consultation phases
when reviewing the National
Cycling Policy Framework.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.15 Organisations involved
with the development of water
safety awareness programmes
will be advised to involve young
people and children in the
consultation and development
process.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
As part of the evaluation
of the Smarter Travel
Areas this year a focus
group will look at the
decision making process
in families in relation to
travel choices, this will
obviously include
The views of children and
young people.
The next Green Schools
Programme will be in
2018 and this
commitment will be
actioned.
The views of children and
young people will be
sought when the midterm review of the NCPF
takes place later in 2016
IRCG volunteer Coast
Guard Units conduct
water safety campaigns
for primary schools under
a programme entitled
‘School Visit Programme’.
The programme has been
112
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

DTTAS
(Lead)

Action for 2015

G14.46 Submissions will be
sought from Comhairle na nÓg
as part of the consultation
process in developing the next
Statement of Strategy for the
Department of Transport,
Tourism and Sport

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
in place for a couple of
years and the content has
been updated based on
feedback
from
the
presenters based on their
own experiences in terms
of classroom response.
The programme included
instruction on basic water
safety, wearing of Life
Jackets and how to raise
the alarm.
Other organisations that
may be involved in similar
programmes include Irish
Water Safety (IWS) who
come under the remit of
Dept Environment and
RNLI an independent
charity.
Submissions were sought
from Comhairle na nOg as
part of the consultation
process in developing the
last DTTAS Statement of
Strategy and will also be
sought in developing the
next Statement of
Strategy.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

.....

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.47 Young people will be
involved in discussion about
changes to public transport
fares, including LEAP card fares
and urban fares.

This will take place in
July/August 2016 when
the next fare review takes
place

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

DTTAS
(Lead)

G14.48 Opportunities will be
sought to include children in the
consultation phase when
reviewing child/scholar public
transport fares and other
changes in fares for young
people.

This will take place in
July/August 2016 when
the next fare review takes
place

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 Children and young
people’s participation will be
included by all relevant
Government departments in the
objectives and actions of their
Statements of Strategy.

Submissions were sought
from Comhairle na nOg as
part of the consultation
process in developing the
last DTTAS Statement of
Strategy and will also be
sought in developing the
next Statement of
Strategy.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

Opportunity has not
arisen in DTTAS

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

DTTAS does not provide
services to children.
There is a general
feedback option on our
website. We welcome
feedback from everyone
including children and
representative groups.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

It is our intention to
actively seek the views of
young people and
children as part of the
roll-out of future smarter
travel funding
programmes that will
commence later this year
and will cover the years
2017-2020.
As part of the evaluation
of the Smarter Travel
Areas this year a focus
group will look at the
decision making process
in families in relation to
travel choices, this will
obviously include
The views of children and
young people.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

Under ongoing review for
opportunities

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partners)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

Not contacted as yet by
DCYA but available to
assist where requested

DCYA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

DCYA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States
of the European Union.

Not contacted as yet by
DCYA but available to
assist where requested
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Template 7: Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future
G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children and
young people appropriately in
the development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of
the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Department undertakes
public consultations and
invites submissions on all
major policy issues within our
remit. These consultations
are published on our website
as they arise.
The Arts Council continues to
invite young people aged 1824 to participate in peer
assessment panels for
funding decisions that relate
to arts programmes and
activities targeting children
and young people (Typically
two panels per year).
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(Arts Council)As part of its
direct dialogue series in
relation to the first three year
plan of its strategy, the Arts
Council is hosting
conversations with both
under-12s and teenagers
regarding its strategic
objective to plan and provide
for children and young people
(May 2016).
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future
G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

Lead and Partners

DAHG
(Lead)

Irish Museum of
Modern Art /
National Gallery of
Ireland /Chester
Beatty
Library/National
Museum of
Ireland/National
Library of Ireland
(Partners)

DAHG
(Lead)

Action for 2015

G14.9 Children and young
people will be involved in
decision-making about
cultural programme content
and their feedback will be
sought on programmes
offered in national cultural
institutions.

G14.11 Consultation with
children and young people
about programmes and
regulations for Gaeltacht
summer camp schemes,
Gaeltacht summer colleges
and language support

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Department and the
bodies under our aegis, most
notably the National Cultural
Institutions, actively seeks
feedback on all matters
relating to policy and
programmes. Both the
Department and its bodies
are active on social media
which is the most accessible
and convenient platform
available for channelling
feedback.
Communication/Consultation
Methods:
Email: feedback@nli.ie
Twitter
Facebook
Blog
Feedback sought at the end
of each tour/workshop
/activity
Consultation has taken place
with children and young
people in relation to these
programmes through
workshops and
questionnaires together with
visits to schools. Areas
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(Arts Council) Funding strands
to support children and
young people’s participation
in the arts prioritise proposals
that include opportunities for
children and young people to
inform the planning and/or
evaluation of artistic
programmes (Programme
Activity Fund and Young
Ensembles Scheme).
Communication/Consultation
Methods:
NLI Exhibition
Review

Programme

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

schemes in Gaeltacht schools
will be established as a
condition of funding.

G14 Consult with
children and young
people on policies and
issues that affect their
lives.

DAHG
(Lead)

DCYA
(Partner)

G14.16 Countrywide
consultation with children
and young people, including
seldom-heard children, will be
held to allow input into the
Ireland 2016 programme in a
meaningful way.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
covered in these
consultations included social
media, language, activities,
facilities available and health
promotion.
The Department undertook
consultation specifically
directed at children/young
people prior to programming
the 2016 commemoration
programme. Children and
young people have formed an
integral part of the
commemoration programme
to date, most notably as part
of the Flags for Schools
Initiative.
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A number of arts
organisations and local
authority arts offices in
receipt of Arts Council
funding have developed
innovative programmes in
which young people have had
a chance to explore and share
their personal response to
the ideas and events
highlighted in this
commemorative year,
through a range of art forms.
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Action for 2015

.....

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express
their views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express
their views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’

ALL
DEPARTMENTS

G15.2 Children and young
people’s participation will be
included by all relevant
Government departments in
the objectives and actions of
their Statements of Strategy.

The Department will
implement this action as part
of the preparation of its
forthcoming Statement of
Strategy later in 2016

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

(Arts Council) Funding strands
to support children and
young people’s participation
in the arts prioritise proposals
that include opportunities for
children and young people to
inform the planning and/or
evaluation of artistic
programmes (Programme
Activity Fund and Young
Ensembles Scheme).
The Department will actively
seek ways to make further
progress in this regard.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

children.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express
their views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen

.....

However, many of our
projects and schemes already
benefit children and
initiatives undertaken by the
Department in terms of
seeking the input of children
will be used to shape this
work in the future.
ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young people
will develop child- and youthfriendly feedback and
complaints mechanisms, with
the assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that

The Department operates a
fully transparent and
accessible complaints system.
We will monitor the system
to ensure it continues to
meet the needs of all our
customers and stakeholders.
Feedback can be easily
channelled to the
Department in a variety of
ways, most notably our
customer service interface
and social media.

The Department will continue
to improve mechanisms in
terms of data gathering and
evaluation, including in
relation to children, with a
view to achieving this aim.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express
their views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express
their
views in all matters
affecting them and to
have those views given
due weight, including
those of ‘seldom-heard’
children.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

influence the development of
policies and services.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the involvement
of children and young people
in reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and
strategies.

.....

Evaluation and reporting in
relation to the Young
Ensembles Scheme provides
good information on young
people’s participation, and
includes opportunities for
young people to provide
feedback to the Arts Council.
The Department has actively
engaged with all the relevant
parties in relation to the
reporting requirements for
international instruments.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter
Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the
formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to the
young people is always
provided in return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
AGENCIES
(Partner)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children
and young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the
formal political and
policy-making process,
and that feedback to the
young people is always
provided in return.

ALL
DEPARTMENTS &
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partners)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters
that affect their lives at a
national policy level through
Dáil na nÓg. In following up
recommendations from Dáil
na nÓg, the work of the
Comhairle na nÓg National
Executive will be facilitated by
the DCYA and other relevant
Government departments
and agencies.
G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their
lives through Ireland’s
participation in the EU
Structured Dialogue process
across Member States of the
European Union.

DCYA
(Lead)

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Department will
engage on these
matters as required.

The Department will
engage on these
matters as required.
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Template 8: Health Service Executive (HSE)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

FOR PROGRESS:
The need for a
comprehensive and
holistic approach to
engaging children and
young people across all
divisions for discussion
and progression, in 2017.
Examples of best practice
are evidenced below and
demonstrate the need to
co-ordinate efforts across
the system.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

HSE
(Partner)

DoH
(Lead)

G14.31 The Healthy Ireland
Council will explore and use
appropriate means of
engagement with children and
young people in order to seek
their views.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

HSE
(Lead)

G14.34 The HSE will ensure that
the National Healthcare Charter
for Paediatric Services will
include mechanisms for
obtaining feedback from
children about the services they
receive.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The implementation of
the Childrens Charter is
progressing through a
number of locations with
a plan for wider
dissemination in 20162017. In University
Hospital Limerick,
feedback will be sought
from children and young
people as part of the
overall strategy for
implementing the NHC.
The Childrens feedback
process commences in
June 2016 with the
assistance of Play Room –
Children in Hospital
volunteers. Written
information for children
and parents is currently
being reviewed and
updated with the
inclusion of feedback
from parents and
children.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

HSE
(Lead)

G14.35 Children and young
people will be included in the
development and design of the
National Children’s Hospital and
in its ongoing operation.

DoH
(Partner)

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

HSE
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The New Childrens
Hospital are engaging
with Children and young
people on an ongoing
basis and developing a
strategy with the
expertise of the
Ombudsman for Children
on engaging children and
young people.

G14.40 HSE Disability Services
will develop a framework
document on how children’s
voice will inform the design,
implementation and evaluation
of disability services.

Children’s Disability
Services and Voice of the
Child/Young Person, the
Project Manager for
implementation of
Outcomes for Children
and their Families, a
performance
management and
accountability framework
for Children’s Disability
Network Teams will be
progressing this work
from July 2016 and
commence
implementation of same.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

This objective is being
tested in a number of HSE
children’s hospital
services. The learning
from these initaives will
inform future strategies
and service planning for
this work.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

HSE
(Lead)

G15.11 A framework to include
the voices of children and young
people in the design,
implementation and evaluation
of health and well-being
services will be developed,
commencing in 2015,
incorporating the principles and
objectives of the National
Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

DoH
(Partner)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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The Health and Wellbeing Division, HSE have
demonstrated
commitment and support
to the National Strategy
on Children and Young
People's Participation in
Decision-Making 20152020.
1) In 2016, a
consultation event
with Children and
young people took
place in Donegal.
2) The Nurture
Programme,
designed to support
parents and
healthcare
professionals in their
caring and service
provision roles, is
currently developing
a parent engagement
approach to ensure
that the interests of
infants, their parents
and key stakeholders
inform health
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
information
initiatives,
transparency and
accessibility of
services/quality of
service and service
user experience etc.
3) Schools health
promotion and
improvement
initiates continue to
be implemented
across all
geographical regions,
the ethos of involving
children and young
people is paramount
to the successful
implementation of
this work.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

G16.2 The Health Service
Executive (HSE) will develop
mechanisms, including
consultation and feedback
mechanisms, for the
participation of service users,
families and carers in the
decision-making processes of
mental health services for
young people at local and
national levels, including any
new significant changes that are
being introduced. These will be
developed and utilised with
partners in young people’s
mental health. This may include
organisations such as the
Children’s Mental Health
Coalition and mechanisms such
as the national Headstrong
Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) and
local Headstrong YAPs as
possible partners in
consultation and feedback in
2015.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Enhancing team work
initiative, which is
currently in progress aims
to listen to the views of
children and young
people through a
confidential and
independent facilitator.
This enables the mental
health services to
understand what is
working well, what could
be improved to hear the
young people’s views
about developing
improved services going
forward.
In addition the HSE MHD
and Communications are
working with SpunOut to
provide clear, accurate
and engaging information
and clarity on the services
that are offered by
CAMHS to service users
(current and potential),
their families,
stakeholders and the
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
general public.
Also the MH Division is
committed to working
with partner agencies
(including Jigsaw,
Children’s Mental Health
Coalition and others)
including consultation
with young people, on
the development of
CAMHS Advocacy.

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

DoH
(Partner)

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and well-

HSE
(Lead)

G16.3 Children and young
people will be consulted by
services seeking to respond to
parental substance misuse or
substance misuse in families as
targeted by the ‘Hidden Harm’
initiative.

G16.4 Children and young
people will be included in
consultations with communities

When reviewing service
models and development
of services, the Primary
Care Division engages
with stakeholders and
representative bodies to
seek the views of patients
and clients, including
children, so that primary
care, social inclusion and
palliative care services
are delivered in a way
that best meet their
needs
When reviewing service
models and development
of services, the Primary
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

being at community level.
DoH
(Partner)

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

Action for 2015

to inform the development of
Primary Care Services.

G16.5 The Health Service
Executive (HSE) will share best
practice in adolescent mental
health advocacy services with
key stakeholders in 2015.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Care Division engages
with stakeholders and
representative bodies to
seek the views of patients
and clients, including
children, so that primary
care, social inclusion and
palliative care services
are delivered in a way
that best meet their
needs
Reports have been issued
on the results of listening
meetings which took
place across mental
health services including
with young people, this
work was completed to
for the purposes of
improving services and
ensuring that patients
views needs were
listened to.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and wellbeing at community level.

HSE
(Lead)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partners)

G16.6 The Health Service
Executive (HSE) will involve
children and young people who
have caring responsibilities, as
appropriate, as partners in care
planning and provision by
health and personal social
service providers and
particularly by the Primary Care
Teams.
G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
This issue will be raised
with the lead for the
National Carers Strategy
for progression and a
response.

Opportunity has not yet
arisen.
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Template 9: TUSLA
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies
will consult with children and
young people appropriately
in the development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of
the DCYA.

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Children and Young
People will have a voice
in the development of
the strategy however we
are not at that stage yet,
they will be part of the
consultations that will
occur nationally and the
project group will link
with the childrens for a.
The strategy is at the
research phase.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

TUSLA
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

G14.6 Children and Young
People’s Services
Committees will put
structures and mechanisms
in place to ensure children
and young people’s active
participation in planning,
development, delivery and
evaluation of children’s
services.

All CYPSCs are required to
consult with children &
young People in relation
to priorities identified at
County level to feed in to
children’s services
planning, development &
evaluation.
Eg. EWS ran a workshop
at Kildare Comhairle na
nOg AGM on Early School
Leaving. The purpose
was to explore the issues
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
for young people in the
County and ensure their
issues are reflected in the
CYPSC Action Plan.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14.23 Audit current
practices for hearing the
voice of the child within the
statutory Tusla Educational
Welfare Services, the School
Completion Programme, the
Home–School Community
Liaison Scheme and Home
Education.

Please note:
The HSCL Scheme focuses
on the salient adult in the
child’s life and does not
work directly with the
child. HSCLs adopt a
partnership and
restorative approach
which affords
parents/carers the
opportunity and supports
them to advocate for
their child.

Voice of young people is
included in EWS
intervention plan
developed with child and
family to address
attendance issues.

The School Completion
Programme is a funding
stream to projects that
work in schools. The
schools own participatory
processes would be where
the voice is heard to
inform school practice
around early school
leaving etc.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14.24 Devise strategies to
hear the voice of seldomheard children in the
education system in relation
to their attendance,
participation and retention
issues.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Consultation with
children registered as
Home Educated under
Section 14 of The
Education Welfare Act
2000. The purpose was to
consult with children
regarding their
experience of the
Assessment Process and
what changes they felt
needed to be made.
Consultations were
carried out in Cork,
Galway and Dublin during
2015 taking the format of
facilitated workshops.

EWS involved with
development of Tusla
Children’s Participation
Strategy with PPFS leads
at Steering Group and
local level.

Please note: The HSCL
Scheme focuses on the
salient adult in the child’s
life and does not work
directly with the child.
HSCLs adopt a
partnership and
restorative approach
which affords
parents/carers the
opportunity and supports
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
them to advocate for
their child.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G14.25 Ensure that the voice
of the child is a core part of
the services and supports
provided to schools and
children by monitoring and
evaluating Educational
Welfare Services and through
the implementation of
Tusla’s ‘One Child, One Team,
One Plan’ intervention
model.
G14.36 A Feedback and
Complaints Policy will be
developed by Tulsa –
Children and Family Agency
and ongoing feedback will be
sought from children and
young people receiving
services from the Agency, to
inform practice and service
improvements.
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EWS Services are
monitored and evaluated
on an on-going basis by
the management team.
Please note One Child
One Team One Plan was
not implemented in 2015

Tusla- Child and Family
Tell Us – You Say, We
Listen has been
developed and published
and disseminated.
A review of the Tusla –
Child & Family Tell UsYou Say, We Listen, will
be sought from children
and young people and
the development of an
action plan has
commenced.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

Tusla, Child & Family
Agency have commenced
the development of an
action plan to consult
with relevant children
and young People.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies
that provide services for
children and young people
will develop child- and youthfriendly feedback and
complaints mechanisms, with
the assistance of the DCYA
Children and Young People’s
Participation Hub

Tusla- Child and Family
Tell Us – You Say, We
Listen has been
developed and published
and disseminated.
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This is an ongoing
progress for Tusla- Child
& Family Agency. A
review of the Tusla –
Child & Family Tell UsYou Say, We Listen will be
sought from children and
young people and the
development of an action
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
plan has commenced.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will
be conducted to ensure
robust findings and
outcomes that influence the
development of policies and
services

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies
will ensure the involvement
of children and young people
in reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being,
including the Universal
Periodic Review, the UN
Convention on the Rights of
the Child, World Health
Organization reviews and
strategies, and Council of

Tusla has issued
invitations to staff to
apply for small seed
funding grants (Atlantic
Philanthropy funding) to
advance participatory
practice in each of the 17
Area Management Areas.
This will support Tusla to
capture data on
participation initiatives
across the country.

Tusla – Child and Family
Agency will develop an
action plan in 2017 to
ensure the involvement
of children in reporting
on international
instruments relevant to
their lives and well-being.

142

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
BACK TO INDEX

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and
well-being at community
level.

TUSLA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

Europe reviews and
strategies.
G15.8 A Strategy for the
Participation of Children and
Young People will be
published and disseminated
by Tulsa – Children and
Family Agency, to ensure that
children and young people
(individually and collectively)
participate in the design,
development, delivery and
evaluation of all services
delivered and commissioned
by the Agency. This strategy
will be compatible with and
based on the DCYA National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s Participation
in Decision-making.
G16.9 Tulsa – Child and
Family Agency will
commission a National
Training Pack and Toolkit on
participation and Quality
Assurance Frameworks on
participation.

A Planning Workshop to
develop a Tusla
Participation Strategy is
being held in June 2016.

Tusla has commissioned a
National Toolkit &
Training in Participatory
Practice. 40 staff will be
trained as Trainers in
Participatory Practice in
Q3 2016.
Investing in Children, U.K.
has been commissioned
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
by Tusla to develop a
quality assurance
framework for Tusla on
participatory Practice.

G16 Strengthen
participation in decisionmaking for health and
well-being at community
level.

G18 Create mechanisms to
provide children with the
opportunity to be heard in
judicial proceedings
affecting them, including
through independent
representatives where
appropriate.

TUSLA
(Lead)

TUSLA
(Partner)
DJE
(Lead)

G16.10 Tulsa – Child and
Family Agency will develop
and implement training and
support for staff in children’s
participation, including the
development of a toolkit for
participatory practice and a
toolkit for the engagement of
children and young people in
the commissioning processes
of Tusla.

G18.2 A service-level
agreement with Empowering
People in Care (EPIC) has
been agreed to make
children in detention aware
of their rights and their right
to make a complaint. This will
be developed and
implemented in 2015.
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Tusla has commissioned a
National Toolkit &
Training in Participatory
Practice. 40 staff will be
trained as Trainers in
Participatory Practice in
Q3 2016.
Work has not yet
commenced on the
development of a toolkit
for the engagement of
children and young
people in the
commissioning processes
of Tusla.
EPIC is engaged with the
Department of Justice
and Equality.
Tusla – Child & Family
Agency will work with the
Department of Justice
and Equality in this
regard.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G19 Facilitate children and
young people in care to
have meaningful
participation in their care
planning and decisionmaking.

TUSLA
(Lead)

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partners)

DCYA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G19.1 Tulsa – Children and
Family Agency will
implement the ‘Me and My
Care’ care plan templates
nationally.

All TATIC material was
issued nationally at the
beginning of 2015. This
material was developed
to support the care
planning and child in care
review process and was
developed between DCYA
and Tusla. Young people
worked us to do this.

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters
that affect their lives at a
national policy level through
Dáil na nÓg. In following up
recommendations from Dáil
na nÓg, the work of the
Comhairle na nÓg National
Executive will be facilitated
by the DCYA and other
relevant Government
departments and agencies.

There is no direct
national policy level
through Dáil na nÓg in
this regard.
Tusla – Child & Family
Agency will work with the
Department of Children
and Youth Affairs in this
regard.
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Template 10: Local Government
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

Local

G14.3 Local Community
Development Committees will
collaborate with Children and
Young People’s Services
Committees and Comhairle na
nÓg in the planning process for

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Local authorities consult
with children and young
people
through
the
structures of Comhairle
na
nÓg
and
seek
feedback in this way ; it is
important to note that
Comhairle
is
more
developed in some areas
than others.

Representative bodies for
children
and
young
people
have
been
consulted
by
Local
Community Development
Committees
in
the
development of Local
Economic
and
Community Plans.
Comhairle na nÓg are
child and youth councils
in
the
31
Local
Authorities that provide
children
and
young
people the opportunity to
BACK TO ACTION PLAN
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Authorities/Drug
Task
Force/Community
and Voluntary
Sectors
(Partners)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

the community element of Local be involved in the
Economic and Community Plans development of local
(LECPs).
services and policies.
Representative bodies for
children
and
young
people and Comhairle na
nÓg have been consulted
by Local Community
Development
Committees
in
the
development of Local
Economic
and
Community Plans.
Comhairle na nÓg is a
way of making sure the
voices of young people
are heard and their
questions are answered
by the adults whose job it
is to listen to all the views
and contribute to a better
community.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

G14.4 Local Authorities will
integrate local children and
young people’s participation
into Housing Regeneration
Programmes funded under the
National Regeneration
Programme.

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

G14.5 All bodies responsible for
the delivery of Local Area Plans
(LAPs) will be required to
ensure the direct participation
of local children and young
people in the aspects of the LAP
relevant to their lives.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Consultation via
representative bodies by
Local Community
Development
Committees in the
development of Local
Economic and
Community Plans and via
Children and Young
Peoples Services
Committees
(CYPSCs).
Consultation via
representative bodies by
Local Community
Development
Committees in the
development of Local
Economic and
Community Plans and via
Children and Young
Peoples Services
Committees
(CYPSCs).

More information
gathering required with
relevant specific local
authorities.

Consultation required
with relevant specific
local authorities.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner)

G14.7 The participation of local
children in the development of
play spaces and play facilities
will be included as a criterion
for the provision of funding in
2015 for National Play Day and
National Recreation Week, and
for the DCYA Capital Funding
Scheme for play and recreation.

DCYA
(Lead)

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

DCYA

G14.8 The Local Government
Management Agency will
ensure that children and young
people (who are local service
users) are included as decisionmakers in library design and

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
There is evidence of
consultation
with
children in relation to
designing playgrounds in
parks. Where children
have been perceived as
the main stakeholder this
has been really useful and
ensured the design has
focused on the child
rather than purely the
adult.
This
has
incorporated that which
is a difficult process with
political/external
pressure, anti social
behaviour etc.
Family
services in the areas have
been linked in as a result
of this consultation e.g.
practical design of play
equipment designed in a
more child friendly way.
Libraries
Libraries are very mindful
of children’s needs. The
informal
relationship
existing
between
children/young
people
149
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

(Partner)

development processes, and in
the planning of child and youthcentred initiatives, activities,
events and actions to be held in
public libraries.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
and libraries is extremely
important e.g.
class
visits, family weekends
etc.
There are examples in the
local government sector
of how libraries have
become
more
child
friendly,
through
consultation with the
children they helped
redesign the library to a
comfortable area for the
children. Help redesigning
the library consisted of
choosing child friendly
colours and textures etc.
and the children were
actively engaged in it all.
This has been very well
received by children and
their parents.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

Examples of Funded
Programmes that involve
children
are
sports
grants, arts grants, book
festivals in libraries (no
grant).
Sports grants
cover a range of child
safeguarding
issues.
There are useful existing
criteria for Sports Grants
that may be considered in
this respect.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

Not currently in place for
SICAP but will consider as
part of SICAP review and
evaluation.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The data collection
system for SICAP, the IRIS
system provides robust
data on the relevant
SICAP target groups for
young people and
children. This data is
inputted locally by SICAP
Programme
Implementers and
provides an overview at a
local level and national
level of the annual
outputs and outcomes for
this cohort of people.
Not applicable to SICAP
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Lead)

G15.9 The concepts of the
National Strategy on Children
and Young People’s
Participation in Decision-making
will be incorporated in the Local
Authority plans for the
recipients of the 2014-2016
Active Travel Towns awards.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner with
DECLG)

G20.4 Ongoing support and
improvement of Comhairle na
nÓg will be maintained.

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
More consultation
required with relevant
specific local authorities
relating to Active Travel
Town Awards.

All Local Community
Development
Committees in Local
Authority areas have
received communication
from the SICAP unit
(DECLG) regarding the
need for the views of
children and young
people to be presented in
participatory forums and
consultations-in
particular: LCDCs Comhairle na nÓg are
involved in, or consulted
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
by, the Local Community
Development Committee
(LCDC):
The participation by
relevant local structures
and committees in the
work of the LCDCs is set
out on pg 33 of the LCDC
Operating Guidelines
with Comhairle na n-Óg
listed as one such
structure. LCDCs can
invite officials from these
bodies to attend and
participate in specific
LCDC meetings where it
facilitates input and
expertise in matters of
direct relevance to the
LCDCs work.
1. The Public
Participation Network
(PPN):
PPNs are set up in all
Local Authority areas. The
aim of the new structures
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
and processes is to
enable community
organisations to
articulate a diverse range
of views and interests
within the local
government system, and
to allow a diversity of
voices and interests to be
facilitated and involved in
the decision-making
processes of the local
authority.
Where community
representation is
required on appropriate
committees of the Local
Authority, such as
SPCs/LCDCs etc., it must
be sourced through the
PPN. It is open to all
community and voluntary
groups to join the local
PPN and this includes
local branches of
Comhairle na nÓg.
2. LECP –
Comhairle na nÓg are
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
involved in the
development of the Local
Economic and Community
Plan (LECP) and are
named as the key
consultative structure for
children and young
people:
The general approach to
consultation by LCDCs
with communities,
organisations and
stakeholders in relation
to the development of
the LECP is set out in part
3 (pg 2) of the LECP
Guidelines and states that
the community elements
of the LECP should be
developed in a
collaborative,
consultative and
participative way,
affording key
stakeholders the
opportunity to contribute
in a meaningful way.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Local youth councils are
considered as a ‘key
stakeholder’ for the
purposes of highlighting
young people’s needs and
priorities for inclusion in
the LECP.

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner with
DECLG)

G20.5 Support and training to
Comhairle na nÓg across the
country will be maintained to
ensure the development of best
practice.

Not currently applicable

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

Requests not yet
received.

DCYA
(Lead)
ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

BACK TO ACTION PLAN

157

BACK TO INDEX

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
(Partner)

DCYA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G20.7 Young people up to the
age of 25 will have the
opportunity to have a voice in
decisions that affect their lives
through Ireland’s participation
in the EU Structured Dialogue
process across Member States
of the European Union.

Not currently applicable
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Template 11: An Garda Síochána
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

500 Garda Surveys to be
conducted at the Student
Leader’s Congress at the
RDS, Ballsbridge on 14th
January 2016 with young
people on how An Garda
Síochána can improve
communications and
engagement with young
people in Ireland
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

DCYA
(Lead)

Action for 2015

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people.

An Garda Síochána
(Lead)

5.13.1 An Garda Síochána will
contribute to realising this
outcome by:
The delivery of the Garda
Schools Programmes (Primary
and Secondary Schools).
Through the Garda Youth
Diversion Programme, An Garda
Síochána will engage with
young people who engage in
criminal behaviour to establish
their needs and priorities.
An Garda Síochána will engage
with young people, youth
organisations and educational
institutions on issues relating to
policing , crime prevention and
road safety.

DCYA & DES
(Partners)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Garda Schools
Programme continues to
be delivered to primary
and secondary schools
throughout the country.
The programme has the
following key messages
To be safer on the road
and at home.
Positively contribute to
crime prevention.
Know the role of the
gardai in the community.
Respectful online
communication.
In 2015 the Garda Youth
Diversion Programme
processes in excess of
20,000 youth referrals.
Approximately 10,000
children are referred to
the programme each
year. Of this 7,000 are
admitted to the
programme.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

5.13 Work with children
and young people to help
them contribute to their
own community and
safety, ensuring a positive
relationship between An
Garda Síochána, children
and young people.

An Garda Síochána
(Partners with
DCYA)

5.13.2 The Joint Policing
Committees will improve their
engagement with young
people’s organisations such as
Comhairle na nÓg in discussions
of local crime and community
safety issues.

DJE
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Garda National Joint
Policing Committee
Monitoring Office has
now been made aware of
proposed action, and will
follow up on this action in
2016.
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Template 12: The Mental Health Commission
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

The Mental Health
Commission
(Lead)

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.
G14.37 The Mental Health
Commission will ensure that the
inspection reports of the
Inspector of Mental Health
Services will include information
on the availability and use of
the Toolkit for Young Mental
Health Service Users, which was
developed with young people
and promotes the voice of the
child.

Not currently applicable

Yes
All inspectors have been
instructed to request
information about the
Toolkit for Young Mental
Health Service Users on
inspection.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

Not applicable

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub

Not currently applicable

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
The Inspector and
assistant inspectors meet
with children in approved
centres during the course
of inspection of child and
adolescent mental health
services.

Not currently applicable

166

BACK TO ACTION PLAN
BACK TO INDEX

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION 2016

Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)

G21 Establish a Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub to
support Government
departments and agencies
in the implementation of
the National Policy on
Children and Young
People’s Participation in
Decision-making.

The Mental Health
Commission
(Lead)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.
G21.6 The Mental Health
Commission will undertake
training for the Mental Health
Inspectorate in meeting with
child service users.

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not currently applicable

Yes
Three inspectors have
received training with
Tusla
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Template 13: The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA)
Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G14.2 Government
departments and agencies will
consult with children and young
people appropriately in the
development of policy,
legislation, research and
services, with the support of the
DCYA.

During 2015 the option of
developing a children’s
forum was explored.
However, a decision was
taken to make best use of
existing forums. See
G14.38

G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

HIQA
(Lead)

G14.38 The Health Information
and Quality Authority (HIQA)
will commence development
work on a children's forum to
facilitate consultation on how it
carries out its work and to
ascertain the issues that matter
most to children.

Internal project group
established to review this
action. Liaised with the
DCYA – forums already in
place through EPIC and
others – plan to utilise
these forums, as
appropriate, to facilitate
consultation on how
HIQA carries out its work.
In interim inspectors
meet with children and
families as part of all
inspection activity.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future
G14 Consult with children
and young people on
policies and issues that
affect their lives.

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

HIQA
(Lead)

G14.39 The Health Information
and Quality Authority (HIQA)
will carry out inspections of and
publish reports on residential
and foster care services for
children and young people in
care to ascertain if services
promote a child-centred
approach which recognises their
right to be listened to and to
participate in decisions made
about them, taking into account
their age, maturity and best
interests in line with the
National Standards for
Children’s Residential Services,
National Foster Care Standards,
Child Care (Placement of
Children in Residential Care)
Regulations 1995, Child Care
(Placement of Children in Foster
Care) Regulations 1995 and
Child Care (Placement of
Children with Relatives)
Regulations 1995.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
During 2015 HIQA
undertook and published
the findings of 3 Child
Protection and Welfare
inspections, 4 Foster care
inspections, 2 inspections
of a Detention School, 23
inspections of Residential
Centres, 4 inspections of
Special Care Units and 78
inspections of designated
centres for children with
a disability. As part of the
inspection process,
inspectors spoke with
children and their families
in relation to how they
experienced the services
they received and
whether or not their
wishes and views were
reflected in decisions
made about their lives.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.3 Building on existing
mechanisms, incremental
progress will be made on
funding criteria for publicly
funded programmes and
schemes that are relevant to
children and young people,
requiring consultation with
children and young people.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.4 Government
departments and agencies that
provide services for children
and young people will develop
child- and youth-friendly
feedback and complaints
mechanisms, with the
assistance of the DCYA Children
and Young People’s
Participation Hub

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not applicable to HIQA

HIQA is not a direct
service provider.
However, through its
process of managing
unsolicited information,
HIQA supports young
people, to make
complaints to the
appropriate
agencies/professionals.
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.
G15 Develop and
implement a National
Strategy on Children and
Young People’s
Participation in Decisionmaking to strengthen
efforts to ensure children
and young people are
supported to express their
views in all matters
affecting them and to have
those views given due
weight, including those of
‘seldom-heard’ children.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.5 Data collection,
evaluation and monitoring of
children and young people’s
participation initiatives will be
conducted to ensure robust
findings and outcomes that
influence the development of
policies and services

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES

G15.6 Government
departments and agencies will
ensure the involvement of
children and young people in
reporting on international
instruments relevant to their
lives and well-being, including
the Universal Periodic Review,
the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, World
Health Organization reviews
and strategies, and Council of
Europe reviews and strategies.

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Inspection and annual
reports provide data and
information that informs
the development of
policies and services.

Not currently applicable
to HIQA
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Commitment in Better
Outcomes, Brighter Future

Lead and Partners

Action for 2015

G20 Ensure the views
presented by children and
young people in
participatory forums and
consultations are taken
into account by the formal
political and policy-making
process, and that feedback
to the young people is
always provided in return.

ALL DEPARTMENTS
& AGENCIES
(Partner)

G20.6 Young people under 18
will have a voice in matters that
affect their lives at a national
policy level through Dáil na nÓg.
In following up
recommendations from Dáil na
nÓg, the work of the Comhairle
na nÓg National Executive will
be facilitated by the DCYA and
other relevant Government
departments and agencies.

DCYA
(Lead)

.....

Commitment Achieved
(Please give details in the relevant spaces provided – 50 Words Max)
YES
NO
IN PROGRESS
Not currently applicable
to HIQA
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