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Delegate Report 2011
Dáil na nÓg 2011
Dáil na nÓg, the National Youth Parliament of Ireland,
celebrated its 10th anniversary at Croke Park Conference
Centre in Dublin on 18th November 2011. A total
of 213 delegates from around the country took
part. Dáil na nÓg is funded and overseen by the
Department of Children and Youth Affairs.
Each year, Dáil na nÓg consists of group
discussions on a pre-selected theme, voting on
the recommendations for change, a Questions &
Answers session with the Minister for Children and
Youth Affairs and other policy-makers, and a report
from the Dáil na nÓg Council on the previous year’s work.
In April 2011, members of Comhairle na nÓg throughout the
country met at regional networking events to talk about how
Comhairle na nÓg could be improved. They suggested that
Comhairle na nÓg should have a stronger national profile and
a greater influence at local and national level. Arising out of these
events, the theme ‘Strengthening the voices of young people
through Comhairle na nÓg’ was chosen for Dáil na nÓg 2011.
Dáil na nÓg was chaired by Lisa-Marie Sheehy (Dáil na nÓg Council
2010-2011, representing Limerick County Comhairle na nÓg) and
Dmytro Moyseyev (Dáil na nÓg delegate, representing Wicklow
Comhairle na nÓg).
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Address by Minister for
Children and Youth Affairs
Frances Fitzgerald, TD, Minister for Children and
Youth Affairs, opened Dail na nÓg and addressed the
delegates with the following words:
‘Despite significant improvements and success in many
Comhairle na nÓg, you and other young people have
expressed the need for stronger buy-in from adult
decision-makers for Comhairle na nÓg at local and national level.
You are right. We, adults, need to buy-in.
Consulting with the young must not be treated as some sort of novelty.
We must be willing and more open to engaging with you, as our young
citizens, to embrace your rights to speak and be heard, not as a nuisance,
nor as inferiors, but rather as fellow-citizens, as the decision-makers of
tomorrow. We must listen attentively; we must be open to feedback and
to be influenced.

You are right.
We, adults, need to
buy-in.

Unlike in other years, this Dáil na nÓg is different. Because for the first time in the history of the State, you
have a senior Minister for Children and Youth Affairs ready to listen, to bring your concerns and ideas to the
Cabinet table and, more importantly, to act, with the full force of a new Government department, and to deliver
for children and young people, based on what you tell us’.
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Discussions at Dáil na nÓg 2011
A number of creative methods were used to enable
facilitators and note-takers to provide all delegates
with the opportunity to voice their ideas.
In their individual groups, each Comhairle na
nÓg created a lifeline, discussing and marking
the major achievements and important
events and activities that have occurred
in their Comhairle over the past year.
Subsequently, working in groups of 10-12,
delegates further discussed 3 key issues:
>> If Comhairle na nÓg was gone
in the morning, what would be
missing?
>> How can we make sure everyone knows
that Comhairle na nÓg exists?
>> How can policy-makers help to improve
Comhairle na nÓg locally and nationally?
The following are a selection of comments made by the young people during their discussions.

If Comhairle na nÓg was gone in the morning, what would be missing?
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Locally:
>> It would be more difficult, and in some cases impossible, for young people in rural areas
to make their views known.
>> Young people wouldn’t have the opportunity to develop facilities and services, like youth cafés,
youth clubs, etc.

Nationally:
>> No entity to serve as an intermediary between youth and Government.
>> No participation of young people in political decision-making.

‘It’s a real
forum/medium to air
our views and it’s
not just for show.’
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How can we make sure everyone knows that
Comhairle na nÓg exists?
Ways to inform individual young people about
Comhairle na nÓg:
>> Through social networking sites like Twitter,
Facebook, MySpace, Tumblr, GooglePlus, YouTube
and blogs.
>> Arrange visits to local schools to help raise young
people’s awareness about Comhairle na nÓg and
reinforce this with promotional merchandise.

Ways to inform people in local towns/counties about
Comhairle na nÓg:
>> Launch a sustained poster campaign covering youth cafés, youth
clubs, community centres, libraries, schools, cinemas, shops, etc.
>> Attempt to open channels of communication with local media in an
effort to generate media coverage in local press, radio and television.

Ways to inform people nationally about
Comhairle na nÓg:
>> Contact a number of well-known celebrities and canvass their interest in endorsing Comhairle na nÓg.
Also, find out whether national event organisers would be willing to promote Comhairle na nÓg
at their events.
>> Take advantage of all available advertising space in a variety of ways (e.g. billboards, transport, etc).

How can policy-makers help to improve Comhairle na nÓg locally and nationally?
Locally:
>> Hold a mandatory annual meeting with Comhairle, Councillors and senior staff, where
an adult advocate is chosen by Comhairle to assist them in their work plan.
>> Have an elected County Councillor solely for youth affairs.

Nationally:
>> Comhairle na nÓg to be a key part of the CPSE curriculum, in-service training
and a Transition Year module.
>> For each referendum concerning the future of
young people, carry out surveys with each
Comhairle which is brought to Dáil
na nÓg and then feedback to Dáil
discussions.

‘I think it was
brilliant because they
achieved all that they set
out to do and the topics
were really relevant to
young people’.
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Recommendations from Dáil na nÓg 2011
A key part of Dáil na nÓg is the opportunity to propose and vote on recommendations for change to improve
the lives of young people in Ireland. The most popular of these recommendations are then followed up for
two years by the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive (formerly the Dáil na nÓg Council), which has one
representative from each Comhairle na nÓg.
The discussions at Dáil na nÓg 2011 resulted in 20 local recommendations and 20 national recommendations
on how to improve Comhairle na nÓg. These recommendations were voted on by Dáil na nÓg delegates,
resulting in a top 4 national recommendations and top 4 local recommendations.

Top 4 recommendations on how to improve Comhairle
na nÓg locally
1.

2.

3.
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4.

The County Manager implements a system where no
decision affecting youth can be made without the
consent of the Comhairle.
For youth to have input on local issues,
Comhairle should have a representative role
at Council meetings and vice versa.
Every County Council appoints one Councillor per
electoral area to the Comhairle to offer support,
attend all meetings and mentor the Comhairle
members. Comhairlí should be given more information
about the Comhairlí budget from the Director of Services and
have more of an input into planning the budget.
To have young people represented on boards where decisions are made
that impact on their lives.

Top 4 recommendations on how to improve Comhairle na nÓg nationally
1.
2.
3.
4.

Dáil na nÓg should be invited to attend Dáil meetings when issues regarding young people are
being discussed.
Comhairle must be consulted before Bills are passed on all issues affecting young people
(e.g. education, health and voting).
To give a chance to people under 18 to have a vote on matters that affects only them, countrywide.
Increase communication between Comhairle members and Council by attending Comhairle meetings
and exchanging regular reports between Comhairle and Council members.

QuestionS & AnswerS Session
The Questions & Answers (Q&A) session offers young people the opportunity to ask questions to policy-makers
– some of which can be challenging.
This year, six policy-makers took part in the Q&A session, which was chaired by Eddie D’Arcy, Youth Services
Manager for Catholic Youth Care. The members of the panel were:
>> Ms. Frances Fitzgerald, TD – Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Department of Children
and Youth Affairs
>> Mr. Jim Breslin – Secretary General, Department of Children
‘I enjoyed learning
and Youth Affairs
more about things that are
>> Cllr. Constance Hanniffy – Outgoing President, Association of City
and County Councils
happening currently, getting
>> Mr. Hubert Kearns – County Manager, Sligo County Council
involved and having my
>> Micheál Ó hÉanaigh – Director of Services, Donegal County Council
voice heard.’
>> Ms. Rita McNulty – Assistant Secretary, Department of the Environment,
Community and Local Government
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Highlights from Q&A session
Q: What do you hope Comhairle na nÓg can achieve
over the coming years with limited budgets?
A: We’re at a point where the investment we’ve
made in participation is starting to bear fruit.
People’s understanding of a Comhairle and the
fact that it doesn’t have to be explained to
them is there now. That’s only the start of the
possibilities. A lot of it is for us to support you
but it’s in your hands. It’s how effective you can
be in the work that you do, to try and identify
priorities at national level and get them onto
the stage.
Jim Breslin
A: We hope that Donegal Comhairle na nÓg will
consolidate its position. It’s very much part of
the landscape now in terms of local governance
along with the various other CDB structures,
such as the community forum. I’d like to see
it strengthen its links to the Council and the
various other bodies in the CDB and to continue
to feed into the various strategies and plans.
Micheál Ó hÉanaigh
Q: Why are third-level fees being reintroduced?
A: No decision has been made yet in relation to
fees, but it’s one of the areas that we have to
put on the table. Very hard choices have to be
made by the Government, that’s the reality of
the situation. We want to ensure that people go
to third-level education and we will certainly
be examining how we as a Government can best
do that.
Minister Fitzgerald
A: There are going to be cuts at all sorts of levels
to all sorts of services for a period of time.
It’s unlikely that any single sector is going to
escape the cuts.
Rita McNulty
A: It’s not just about getting to college. It’s about
the quality of the education you get when you
get there. What has happened is the quality of
education has been devalued and doesn’t stand
to you when you try to get a job. It can’t be
about leaving the system the way it is, not
having fees and a fixed budget, but more young
people wanting to go to college.
Jim Breslin

A: Third-level fees in comparison to other countries
are quite low here. I agree it’s the quality of
education that’s important. Where our resources
have to be placed is at improving our structures
and ensuring that the graduates we turn out
into the workforce are of the highest quality and
calibre.

Constance Hanniffy
A: In a sense, there is no such thing as ‘free fees’.
What you’re really saying is that someone else
should pay. Sometimes in life, the thing you
have to work and pay for and really struggle to
get through is the thing that’s most valuable to
you.
Hubert Kearns
A: From the point of view of the Donegal CDB, our
whole strategy is based on our young people
being able to access high-quality education
and skills. So anything that’s going to detract
from that is not only going to be a personal
challenge for the people themselves, but is also
going to hold the country back.
Micheál Ó hÉanaigh
Q:	Education and the welfare of young people are
more important than joining the two Luas lines
together. I think money is being spent in the
wrong places.
A: Every Minister, in every Department, has been
asked to find savings. The Minister for Transport
stopped a lot of projects, but decided that the
one joining up the Luas should go ahead because
he thought that was important. Equally, the
Minister for Education will be putting certain
things on the table. It’s all about weighing
up the pros and cons of different choices and
that’s what the Government has to do when
looking at the budget in December.
Minister Fitzgerald
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Evaluation of Dáil na nÓg 2011

‘I think it
goes to show what
young people are
capable of.’

The Questions & Answers session was longer than expected and many
delegates had to leave before the evaluation sheets were handed out.
As a result, 117 of the 200 delegates completed the evaluation form.
Below are the results of the evaluation:

Q1:	Did the facilitator in your group discussion allow everybody to have his or her say?
98% of delegates felt
their discussions
were well facilitated.

Disagree: 2%

‘The workshops had competent and
well-prepared facilitators.’
‘I enjoyed discussing issues in the
groups and found it great to hear
what other people had to say.’

Agree: 98%

‘I really enjoyed meeting new
people and learning about their
Comhairle na nÓg experience.’

Q2:	Did you attend the delegate training session to help prepare for Dáil na nÓg?
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79% of delegates
attended the delegate
training sessions.

Disagree: 21%

‘It really motivated me to be
enthusiastic and to add to the
discussions.’
‘Helped me to understand what
we were going to discuss.’

Agree: 79%

Q3:	Do you feel that you were well prepared for Dáil na nÓg today?
90% of delegates felt
well prepared for
Dáil na nÓg.

Disagree: 10%

Agree: 90%

Q4:	Who (if anyone) did you consult in relation to improving your Comhairle na nÓg?
Members of your Comhairle na nÓg

94%

Students in school

44%

Your Comhairle na nÓg organiser

62%

Members of youth or other club

23%

Friends

57%

Nobody

15%

Teachers

35%

Other

4%
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Q5:	Do you think that the recommendations/actions your group made were an accurate reflection of
the discussion?
92% of delegates were happy
that the recommendations from
their group were an accurate
reflection of their discussions.

Disagree: 8%

‘I enjoyed getting to speak my
voice.’
‘I enjoyed learning more about
things that are happening currently,
getting involved and having my
voice heard.’

Agree: 92%

Q6: 	Do you feel that you were listened to at Dáil na nÓg?
78.5% of delegates felt
listened to at Dáil na nÓg.

Disagree: 21.5%

Agree: 78.5%
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Q7: 	Do you think that Comhairlí na nÓg will be improved for young
people as a result of the discussion today at Dáil na nÓg?
91% of delegates think that
the discussions and decisions
made at Dáil na nÓg will
help to improve their
Comhairle na nÓg.

Disagree: 9%

‘I enjoyed
getting to speak
my voice.’

Agree: 91%

Q8: 	Last year’s Dáil na nÓg Council gave an update on the work they had done since the last Dáil na nÓg.
What did you think of it?
‘I think it was brilliant because they achieved all that they set out to do
and the topics were really relevant to young people.’
‘The Council has done a lot of hard work during the year.’
‘I think that Dáil na nÓg achieved a lot in the past … having taken part
in the Junior Cert Consultation – it was great to see the results.’
‘I think it goes to show what young people are capable of.’
‘I think they did a good job. I’m keen to see what happens with the Body
Image surveys.’

‘It really
motivated me to be
enthusiastic and to add
to the discussions.’

Luke Casserly, Longford Comhairle na nÓ

g

I remember the day well. The day I set off to Dáil na nÓg
to embark on a journey of learning,
understanding and most of all, passion for the voices of the
young people in my community and
ultimately, our country. I knew this day would be challengin
g in some respects. I was going to be asked
to speak in front of large groups of people and discuss topics
that I was a little shy and reserved about
expressing opinions on. But I also knew this day would be fun.
I’d get to meet new people who share similar
interests to me.
It was an early start. Six in the morning, if I remember correc
tly. Eek! Our Comhairle na nOg travelled
with a neighbouring Comhairle na nOg in another county.
The bus journey was very drawn out (who
would’ve known traffic is so bad at such an unholy hour?) but
the people on the bus with us were cool.
When we got there, we put our rubbish in the nearby bins outsi
de the stadium, for we’d stopped for a
snack on the way.
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Then we proceeded inside. We were extended a tremendously
warm welcome by some volunteers on the
way in, where our photograph was taken and we were escort
ed to the main area. When I walked in,
I immediately felt the buzz. The hustle and bustle from all
the young people in the hall was so inviting.
I knew this is where I wanted to be. In front of me was a long
hallway filled with stalls and stands
from youth organisations from all over Ireland. They were distr
ibuting literature, booklets, information
and free novelty items like pens, badges, Frisbees, etc. The
people representing each group were extremely
friendly and helpful, which made things even better. Food
and refreshments were also available in
plentiful supply.
Then I was called off by a young person in a blue Dáil na nÓg
T-shirt. He asked me if I’d like to be
interviewed for the news! I jumped at the chance. I did the
interview and they asked me questions like
why I had an interest in Dáil na nÓg and what it meant
to me. I answered the questions willingly and
then returned to the main hall where my fellow-delegates were.
Next, we were called to the meeting room, where we were going
to be told what the agenda for the
day was. There were rows of seating in tiers and we made
our way up them. In front of us was a panel
of adults (Minister for Children and Youth affairs, etc.) and
young people who were chairing this allimportant event. We were then separated into our groups. Every
group would discuss a different topic of
importance and at the end of the day, a vote would be taken
to see which one would be focused on by the
Dáil na nÓg Council during the following year.
While in the group, I was able to express my opinions freely,
without judgement. I got an ample
opportunity to say what I felt and ultimately I had a say
in the future of the young people in this
country. I felt both proud and excited about this concept. I
now had a taste for this.
Lunch was served during the afternoon. It was delicious, with
a wide variety of choices available, I
simply couldn’t have asked for more. The questions and answ
ers session also allowed all the young people
present to ask about any matters outstanding.
Overall, the day was unforgettable. I gained so much experience
and confidence, as well as overcoming
shyness. I learned a myriad of information on issues and topic
s facing young people in Ireland. The young
people were inspirational and they truly are a beacon of hope
for this country.
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Work of 2010 – 2011 Dáil na nÓg Council
The 2010 - 2011 Dáil na nÓg Council worked tirelessly to implement the recommendations voted on during
Dáil na nÓg 2010 on the themes of ‘Equality of access to education’ and ‘Mental health’.

Researching the issues
The Council first conducted research into the areas on which they were mandated by Dáil na nÓg 2010, with
a view to seeking improvements in those areas.
>> Under the theme Equality of access to education, the Council worked on the recommendation that
the Department of Education and Skills should lengthen the Leaving Cert cycle to three years and
reduce the Junior Cert to two years.
>> Under the theme Mental health, the Council worked on researching young
people’s views on body image.

Junior Cycle consultation with young people
Following Dáil na nÓg 2010, the National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment (NCCA) announced a consultation process on reform of the Junior
Cycle. The Dáil na nÓg Council decided to take the opportunity of influencing
the NCCA’s consultation process. They proposed a special consultation for young
people to discuss the ideas presented by the NCCA.
The consultation took place on 13th November 2010 in Dublin Castle and was organised by
the Dáil na nÓg Council, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the NCCA. A total of 88 young
people from Comhairlí na nÓg all over the country attended. The main aim of the consultation was to
encourage young people to think outside the box and come up with ‘blue sky’ thinking about improving
the Junior Cycle. After the consultation, a report was written on the main findings and recommendations.
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In July 2011, Frances Fitzgerald, TD, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, and Ruairí Quinn, TD, Minister for
Education and Skills, together with members of the Dáil na nÓg Council, launched the Report of a consultation
with young people on reform of the Junior Cycle.

Body Image survey
Under the theme Mental health, the Council researched the issue of body image and
discovered that there are no Irish data on teenagers’ body image. They decided to
conduct a survey to identify the factors that affect body image among teenagers. The
survey was conducted at Comhairle na nÓg AGMs around the country during October and
November 2011. Two researchers from University College Cork (UCC) assisted the young
people in developing the survey and provided training on how to conduct it. The data
elicited from the survey are being analysed and will be published during 2012.

Joint Oireachtas Committee
In November 2011, members of the Dáil na nÓg Council made a presentation to the
Joint Oireachtas Committee on Jobs, Social Protection and Education.
Presenting the findings of the Junior Cycle reform, the Council asked members of the Oireachtas Committee:
>> to give young people a voice in educational matters;
>> to put more emphasis on practical and creative subjects in the Junior Cycle;
>> to improve SPHE and CSPE;
‘The Council
>> to ease transition from primary to secondary school;
has done a lot of
>> to ensure that the Junior Cycle is about learning for life and not just for an exam;
>> to support and work with the local Comhairle na nÓg;
hard work during
>> to attend the local Comhairle na nÓg AGMs;
the year.’
>> to ensure Comhairle na nÓg is adequately funded;
>> to put teenage issues on their Parties’ agendas.
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‘Dáil na nÓg has already
done so many things to
get us a better future
and will do even more
this year.’

