
Dáil na nÓg Delegate Guide 2022



Important things to remember!

Introduction

What is Dáil na nÓg?
How it works & what to expect
Workshop session
Social media & photos
What happens afterwards

This Guide will give you all the information you need to know about Dáil na nÓg
2022 such as what will happen on the day, what our theme for this year is, what
we will be talking about under that theme, and what happens afterwards. 

Inside you will find information on the following:

Everyone’s voice should be heard
There are no right or wrong answers
Respect each other
Listen to everyone
Encourage other people in your
group
Have fun!!!
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Dáil na nÓg is the National Youth Parliament of Ireland for 12-18 year olds

200 young people are elected to Dáil na nÓg through their local Comhairle na nÓg

Dáil na nÓg 2022 will be formally opened by Roderic O'Gorman, Minister for

Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. 

This year's event celebrates Fiche Bliain ag Fás - 20 years a growing, marking its 20th

anniversary 

Dáil na nÓg 2022 will be chaired by two members of the outgoing Comhairle na nÓg

National Executive: Abby Vaianella, Waterford Comhairle na nÓg, & Ronan

Garrivan, Monaghan Comhairle na nÓg

The Opening Ceremony will include an input from Racheal Diyaolu, the outgoing

Carlow representative on the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive. It will also

include the premiere of their video which documents their journey on developing the

Youth Travel Card

Delegates will participate in workshops throughout the day on the theme of Equality.

You will have the opportunity to talk about the issues that affect the lives of young

people in this area and to come up with ideas on what changes need to happen to

make things better. 

In the afternoon there will also be a Questions and Answers session with speakers who

are relevant to your theme for the day

What is Dáil na nÓg?
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The venue

Why is my job as a
delegate important? 
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As a Dail na nÓg delegate, you will have the opportunity to have your say on the chosen

theme for the day - Equality and to act as a representative for other young people in

your area. The 200 delegates at Dail na nÓg will have the opportunity to vote on the key

topic within this theme which will provide a work-plan for the incoming National Executive

2022-23. As a delegate you are not only representing yourself but also other young

people from your area. Your job is very important! 

Dáil na nÓg will take place on Saturday 26th March in the Convention Centre,
Dublin 1

https://www.theccd.ie/


Workshop topics  - background

Addressing inequality and barriers to education 

Addressing gender inequality 

A more inclusive relationships and sexuality education

In May 2021, Comhairle members from all over the country participated in a series of

online Comhairle Networking Events and were given the opportunity to input into what

the theme for Dáil na nÓg 2022 would be. Seven topics were discussed at the

workshop sessions, based on those that ComhairlÍ were working on throughout Ireland. 

The top three topics were prioritised by the young people and these options were were

sent to all 31 Comhairle coordinators for circulation to their members nationwide. This is

the breakdown of the nationwide vote: 

Equality – 43.8%      Body Image 34.4%     Mental Health 21.9%

In October 2021, three online events were facilitated on the topic of Equality. Across

the three days, the same themes emerged again and again. Below are the three

overarching recommendations which will be discussed in detail at this year's Dáil na

nÓg: 

Every delegate will have the opportunity to discuss each of these topics in detail, and
at the end of the day will vote on the topic which they think should go forward to form
the workplan for the new National Executive

Equality: 
theme for Dáil na Óg 2022
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During Dáil na nÓg you will be asked to discuss the theme of Equality with other young
people in the room. There will be 22 round tables (one Irish-speaking) with approximately
9 young people at each. Each discussion group will be facilitated by young people from
the outgoing Comhairle na nÓg National Executive and Dáil na nÓg Steering Committee,
supported by an accompanying adult. 
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What will happen at the workshop
session?

What are the equality issues on this topic? 

What needs to be done to improve equality on this issue.

After lunch, you will return to your original table where sticky dot voting takes place. This
activity is to help prioritise the most important issues and recommendations. Sticky-dot
voting takes place on both sections of the placemat:  

You will receive a name badge at registration with a colour to indicate your workshop
zone. There are three tables in each zone, with the exception of the Irish zone. The number
on your badge indicates your table number. Delegates will work on the first
recommendation for 20 minutes and then rotate to the two other tables in their zone to
give their input on the other two recommendations. They will spend 20 minutes at each
table. 
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After the discussions, you will have the opportunity to vote on the three recommendations
and to choose your top one. Votes will take place by private ballot. All 200 votes will be
counted and the key emerging topic will form the basis of the work of the incoming
Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2022-23

Voting

The three themes will be on the card 
The young person ticks the box of the topic they want to vote
for 
Please remember to only tick one box (if more than one is
ticked – it is a spoiled vote and won’t be counted)
There will be ballot boxes in the room for delegates to cast
their vote 
Results will be announced back in the plenary room at the
closing ceremony

Each young person will be given a voting card 

 



In the afternoon, there will also be a Questions and Answers session with speakers who
are relevant to your theme for the day. Each workshop table will have the opportunity to
come up with one question to pose to the panel.

Chair: 

Mr. Kevin McCarthy is the Secretary General in the Department of Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration, and Youth, having been appointed in January 2022. Before this, he
has worked for a number of other Government departments, including the Department of
Education and Skills, and most recently the Department of Rural and Community
Development.

Meet the Panel
Yemi Adenuga is the first black woman to be elected as a public
representative in Ireland. She was elected to Meath County Council in
2019, and was also the first migrant councillor in Meath. Yemi and her
family came to Ireland in 2000 from her home country of Nigeria,
where she worked as a radio and TV broadcaster. Yemi is an
outspoken anti-racism advocate and campaigner. She is also
passionate about empowering women and young people through
mentoring, education, and community initiatives such as her social
enterprise Sheroes Global.
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Questions & Answers Session

Stephen Byrne is a TV and radio presenter and
documentary maker from Dublin, and currently hosts a show
on RTÉ 2fm every Saturday afternoon. He is an outspoken
supporter of young people, especially around mental health.
In 2018 he sat the Leaving Cert again for the RTÉ
documentary Leaving Again, to shine a light on the pressure
and stress faced by young people in school. He has also
advocated for the rights of LGBTI+ people, with his
documentary Playing Straight investigating homophobia in
football. Last year he presented the Live Out Loud
celebration event as part of Dublin Pride 2021, which
featured LGBTI+ young people from across Ireland telling
their stories.



Meet the Panel

Tanya Ward is the Chief Executive Officer of the Children’s
Rights Alliance and she has been campaigning for the rights of
children and young people in Ireland for 10 years. Tanya has
been a vocal human rights champion for many years, having
started out working for organisations supporting refugees and
migrants. At the Children’s Rights Alliance she has fought for the
end of child poverty and homelessness, as well as better mental
health provision, improvements to the education system, and
equality for young people no matter their background.
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Questions & Answers
Session

Aoife Price is a member of Disabled Women Ireland (DWI),
DWI is a Disabled people’s organisation (DPO), led and run by
Disabled people, working for equality and rights of self-
identified disabled women, non-binary people, and gender
minorities. She is a member the Government's Disability
Stakeholders Group which monitors the implementation of
government policy around disability. 

Aoife works with the European Disability Forum as a
researcher and is completing a PhD on Disabled women’s
participation in social movements throughout Europe at the
Centre for Disability Law and Policy, NUIG. Prior to her current
position, Aoife worked with the Union of Students in Ireland
managing a Student Mental Health Project. During her school
days she was proactive in her student’s council and was on
the Irish Second Level Students Union. She is passionate
about equal access to education for all especially for learners
with disabilities. 



Dáil na nÓg 2019 took place in Leinster House. The theme for the day was Climate Change.
More ’Climate-Conscious Transport Solutions' was voted on by the delegates as a priority
topic to be worked on by the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive 2020-21 (pictured
above). They commenced their two-year term in January 2020. 

After months of research and of liaising with experts, the group focused their attention on
the public transport system in Ireland. Affordability was one of the key barriers to young
people using public transport so the group came up with a proposal for a Youth Travel Card,
providing a 50% discount on all public transport systems for young people in Ireland. The
developed a proposed which they presented to Minister Roderic O’Gorman and Minister
Eamon Ryan on 8th July 2021. 

Exciting news came in October with a huge win for the Comhairle na nÓg National
Executive when the Government supported their Youth Travel Card proposal and included it
in Budget 2022. The Youth Travel Card is due to be launched in mid 2022 and will allow a
50% discount for all young people between the ages of 19 and 23, regardless of whether or
not they are still in education. 
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Dáil na nÓg 2019 - the outcome 



The steering committee for Dáil na nÓg 2022 was established in July 2021 and was made up
of members from the following Comhairlí: Cork City, Kerry, Leitrim, Monaghan, Offaly and
Roscommon. They have been involved in all aspects of the planning for the event and were
consulted on in all areas including merchandise, promotion and publications, facilitators,
panel members, social media and food. 

PAGE 12

Dáil na nÓg Steering Committee 

Cork City: 
Ayushi Mahajan, National Executive member and facilitator at Dáil na nÓg 2022

Kerry: 

Leah Williams Morgan, facilitator at Dáil na nÓg 2022
Orianne McGillycuddy, Zoe Ncube, Conor Flaherty and Grace Hannon

Leitrim: 

Niamh Ryan, incoming National Executive member 2022-23
Grace Coles, facilitator at Dáil na nÓg 2022
Avril Moran

Monaghan: 

Ronan Garrivan, National Executive member and facilitator at Dáil na nÓg 2022

Offaly: 

Grainne Hannigan, Sarah Meacle and Aisling Flaherty 

Roscommon: 

Molly Beckett, National Executive member and facilitator at Dáil na nÓg 2022



All Covid protocols and public health guidelines as applicable at the time of the
event will be strictly adhered to.

Masks are not required but if people feel more comfortable wearing them, that’s
their own choice. We will have disposable masks available at registration if
necessary. 

Delegates should not travel to the event if they have Covid, it’s highly likely they
have Covid or if they are displaying any symptoms. 

On the day, if someone becomes symptomatic, they need to inform their Comhairle
coordinator who should then inform one of the members of the National
Participation Office team: Karyn, Suzanne, Mark, Alexis or Renagh. The delegate will
have to go to an isolation room and their parents / guardians will be called to come
to collect them. They cannot travel back with their group so this is something to be
aware of in advance. 

Covid-19 - Guidance & Protocols
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We want you to get us trending on social media on the day of Dail na nÓg 2022!

Bring your phones with you, have them on you throughout the day to take photos, update your
followers and take part in one of the country’s first all-youth event in years!

● You can document you and your groups journey to the Convention Centre
● Update your followers on the work you’ve been doing
● What are your hopes for the day?
● What do you want to achieve?
● Take photos of your workshops, track your progress throughout the day
● Are you meeting people you’ve not seen in years? Snap it and show your followers!

Use the hashtag #DailNanOg whenever you post and be sure to tag us at the accounts below.

As always, please use social media responsibly.

All the photos from the day can be viewed on the website after the event:
http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog/ and also on social media 

Social media and website info
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Comhairle na nÓg Comhairle na nÓg National Executive

Comhairle na nÓgComhairlenanog 

http://www.comhairlenanog.ie/dail-na-nog/
https://www.facebook.com/ComhairleNaNog1/
https://www.facebook.com/ComhairleNationalExecutive
https://twitter.com/ComhairleNaNog1
https://www.instagram.com/comhairlenanog/


Agenda 
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MENU

ON ARRIVAL 

Freshly brewed coffee and herbal tea selection
Jugs of cordial 

Freshly baked Pastries
 
 

LUNCH

Sausage and bacon roll- alternative vegetarian/vegan options
Chicken Madras with steamed rice 

Chickpea and butternut squash curry with steamed rice
Beef sliders with relish and Dubliner cheddar

Veggie slider
Potato cubes
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AGENDA

10am            Arrival and registration of delegates

11.00             Opening Ceremony:                 

11:50             Workshop Session I 

13:20             LUNCH 

                           Welcome by Event MCs 
                           Abby Vaianella, Waterford Comhairle na nÓg
                           Ronan Garrivan, Monaghan Comhairle na nÓg

                           Video on the history of Dáil na nÓg - Fiche Bliain ag Fás

                           Opening Address by An Taoiseach Micheál Martin 

                           Report on the work of the Comhairle na nÓg     
                           National Executive
                           Racheal Diyaolu, Carlow Comhairle na nÓg

                           Video of Work of National Executive

                           Address by Roderic O’Gorman, Minister for Children, 
                           Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth

 
 
 
 
 



Agenda 
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AGENDA

14:10             Workshop Session II and voting 

14:45            Closing Ceremony: Questions & Answers Session

15:10              Results of Final Voting Announced by MCs

15:25`            Closing Remarks

15:30             Close of event

                           Kevin McCarthy -  Panel Chair
                           Secretary General, Department of Children,                
                           Equality, Disability, Integration, and Youth

                           Cllr. Yemi Adenuga

                             Meath County Council

                           Stephen Byrne

                           Broadcaster and Vlogger

                           Tanya Ward

                           Chief Executive Officer, Children's Rights Alliance

                           Aoife Price

                           Disabled Women Ireland 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.childrensrights.ie/



